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PREFACE

There exists m our life things that are opposing to each other.or phenomena
that are coniradictory to each other. Lexical items of opposite meanings »therefore ,
exist for us to show the nature of these things or to describe these phencmena.
When used correctly and properly.they add colour to language and increase the ex-
pressiveness of the languape.

We feel.through our past language teaching activities.that it is very difficult
for foreigners studying Chinese to choose a word that denotes the opposite to the
one they already know. With that in mind,we compiled this Chinese-English Dic-
tionary of the Commonly-used Antonyms in the hope of helping learners of the
Chinese language. We are sure thar the dictionary will also be helpful to a large
number of Chinese readers.

The dicticnary includes mainly entries that are of practical significance, Spe-
cial efforts have been made 1o select items frequently used in daily life(with over
2000 pairs of antonyms.cross-reference excluded). We sought to define the entries
concisely, with many exarmaples to illustrate their uses, We also gave explanations
of the antonyms pairs as to the range of the use and collocation features in order to
help learners make clear distnctions while studying and learning to use the
antonyms appropriately,

The composition of the dictionary has been approved of by the Office of Na-
tional Leading Group for External Chinese Programmes,and listed as a naticnal
project of Chinese language teaching Tor foreign learners in China or abroad.

The publication of this book has received great help and support from the Qf-
fice of National Leading Group for External Chinese Programmes and from the
leaders of the TCFL{Teaaching Chinese as a Foreign Language) Center of the Bei-
jing Normal University. In addition, My Wang Zhuzhi and his colleagues from the
Oceanology Press have not only given their kind assistance 1o enable us 1o bring
this book into existence,but also provided their valuable suggestions. We would
like to express our hearty gratitude to all who helped us on our way to success.

Although we have worked enthusisstically and with recagnized expertise ,mis-
takes and errors are inevitable due to limitations of our own abilities and especially
due to the time constraints. For those, We welcome all eritivism and correction

from our readers.
The Authors
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Introduction

1. This dictionary of antonyms is intended for foreigners who are learning Chi-
nese. It is also suitable for teachers who are teaching Chinese; for English re-
searchers who read explanations of Chinese words in English;and for those who
are interested in Chinese. i

2. The dictionary is primarily made up of commonly-used Chinese antonyms.
Words are the main entries;idioms and a few reiterative locutions are also includ-
ed. They are not cross-referenced. Dialectic expressions, terminology of special-
ized subjects or of science and technology are excluded. Words whose parts of
speech are differentsor not in agreement in style,or not regular in syllables are not
taken into consideration.

3 The entries are arranged according to the sequence of Chinese phonetic al-
phabet.

4. Pairs of antonyms are followed by Chinese phonetic alphabet notations,
marks of part of speech.explanations of sense of words,usage and examples.

Abbreviations are used to indicate the part of speech,such as “#” means
noun,“#@” verh,*J&” adjective,“{{” pronoun. Bl adverb,“ ;" idiom.

Explanations of paired antonyms are presented. For those words which have
more than one meaning,or can be combined into antonyms with other words ,sepa-
rate entries aré provided,such as “E—# ", “E—A",“F~ H”. I the pair of
antonyms has several opposite meanings on certain items, 1) @ @ ”are used to
show different degrees of meanings.instead of presenting them separately. Sample
sentences are listed as *(DH 7, “EHR”, “DH ",

5.In order to keep the dictionary at an acceptable size, reversed-sequence
crossrelerences are not given in the haok,bur they are presented in the catalogs
and marked with® il 5 "for the convenience of the reader.
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