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BEIJING NORMAL
UNIVERSITY PRESS
BEIJING, CHINA

On behalf of the United States In-
formation Agency, I congratulate the
Beijing Normal University Press on
its decision to reprint the books that
will constitute the series “A Treasury
of English Teaching Materials. ”

Each of these titles, originally pub-
lished by USIA, offers a student the
opportunity to improve his or her
knowledge of American English, and
learn more about the culture, cus-
toms and history of the United
States. Teachers will find this mate-
rial a useful supplement to the Eng-
lish language curriculum in China’s

high schools and colleges.
2



USIA 1s committed to the improve-
ment of understanding between the
United States and the People’ s Re-
public of China. A key to better mu-
tual understanding is for Chinese citi-
zens to be able to communicate effec-
tively in English, and for Americans
to become proficient in the Chinese
language.

This book and the others in this se-
ries will help prepare China’s stu-
dents for the competitive world of in-
ternational commerce and cross-cul-
-tural contact for which a knowledge

of English is essential.

Sincerely,

Joseph Duffey
Director
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My Move to the Forest

When 1 wrote the following pages, or rather
most of them, I lived alone in the forest, a mile
from any neighbor, in a house that I had built my-
self on the shore of Walden Pond in Concord, Mas-
sachusetts. T lived there two years and two months
and earned my living by the labor of my hands on-
ly. At present 1 am making my home among people
again.

I would not be troubling my readers with my
views if my fellow townsmen had not asked me so
many questions about the way I lived. Some have
asked what I got to eat, if I did not {eel lonely, if I
was not afraid, and similar questions. Others have
been curious to learn what portion of my earnings |
gave to help those in need, and some with large
families asked how many poor children I was help-
ing to support. 1 will therefore ask those of my
readers who feel no special interest in me to pardon
me if 1 try to answer some of these questions in

this book.

I want to say something , not so much
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concerning those in far-off lands as about you who
read these pages, who live in New England. 1 want
to say something about your condition, especially
your circumstances in this world and in this
town-—— what it is, whether it is necessary that it
be as bad as it is, whether it cannot be improved. ]
have traveled much in Concord; and everywhere,
in shops and offices and fields, the people have ap-
peared to me to be trying in a thousand strange
ways to punish themselves for the wrongs they
have done. T have heard of holy men of India sit-
ting surrounded by four fires and looking in the
face of the sun, or hanging head down over
flames. or living chained for life at the foot of
trees. But these self-punishments are not much
stranger or harder to believe than the way those
around me punish themselves.

1 have seen young men in my town whose bad
fortune it was to have become the owner of family
farms, barns, cattle, and farming tools. I call it
bad fortune, because such things are easier to get
than to lose. It would have been better if these men
had been born in the open field and reared by a
wolf, that they might see with clearer eyes what
field they were called to labor in. Who made them
slaves to the soil ? Why should they begin digging
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