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Editor’ s Note

. The Yearbook of World Economy is a voluminous reference book reflecting the global and region-
al economic situation, keeping track of world economic activities, investigating world economic
trends, tracing the industrial development and offering information of major corporations ( enter-
prises) both in China and abroad.

. The Yearbook started publication in 1979 and has produced its volumes in 1979, 1981, 1982,
1983/1984, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999/
2000,2001,2002/2003 and 2003/2004 ,2004/2005.

. This volume consists of 13 parts: Comprehensive Reports & Special Topics; Economic profiles of
countries ( regions) ; World agriculture ; World Industries & Science and Technolgy ; Internation-
al trade & Foreign Investment; International finance; World tourism; World Environmental Pro-
tection ; World Logistic Industry; Review of International Economic Organization; Chinese and
foreign industrial and commercial enterprises; Window of Chinese Economy; Selected statistics of
world economy.

. Data in the Yearbook are from authoritative sources, such as publications by the United Nations
and other international organizations, government economic reports, and official statistics and

press releases. Sources of important statistical data are indicated. As data sources are Different,
some minor statistical discrepancies may occur despite our efforts to consolidate them.

. The Yearbook is sponsored by the Institute of the World Economics and Politics, Chinese Acade-
my of Social Sciences ( CASS), and compiled by the Yearbook Editorial Board. Contributors are
from various institutes including Institute of World Economics and Politics, Institute of Latin A-
merica Studies, Institute of West Asian & Africa Studies (all of CASS), Japen Institute Beijing
Cadre — Training College of Finance & Trade, Chinese Academy of International Trade and Eco-
nomic Cooperation, Institute of Contemporary International Relations, Institute of International
Affairs, and State Statistical Bureau.

. Readers are welcome to make comments, especially with regard to errors and omissions. Your

suggestions on how to improve the books compilation will be highly appreciated.

Editorial Board
January 2006
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