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Julius Caesar

In the last two thousand years there have been
many great leaders all over the world. There

have been great leaders in wartime and great

leaders in peace.

Gaius Julius Caesar
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And one of the greatest of them all was Julius

Caesar.



Julius Caesar was born in a city called Rome.

People in Rome spoke a language called Latin.

Now Rome is the capital city of the country

named Italy. Even then, over two thousand
years ago, it was a big city — and a powerful

one.



As a child, Caesar would have learnt what 1t

meant to be Roman.
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A i = The best and biggest army
A great empire in the world!
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Builders of the finest
bridges and roads!



Caesar was lucky to be born a boy. In those
days people didn’t think girls were nearly as

important.

He was even luckier to be born a patrician

boy. Patricians were the most powerful people

in Rome.




The sort of job people did then depended on

their family. If you were from an important

family, you could get important jobs.



Most patrician boys were taught at home —

and lessons started early.
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Caesar learnt all the usual things children
learn today. He learnt other things too, like

philosophy, Greek and public speaking.



Caesar knew that making good speeches
would help him be successful when he

grew up, so he practised hard.
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Ceasar’s uncle, Marius was a general and a
leader of the Senate, the place where Rome’s
noblemen came to discuss how Rome should

be ruled.

Members of the Senate were called senators.

Most of them came from the same noble

families.




Marius wanted to let in some new men. This
made him very unpopular with some sena-
tors. But the people loved him. He let poor

men into the army and gave them land as a

reward.




Marius had a great enemy, a very important

general called Sulla.
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Let in some new menl

Power for the rich and noble families of
Romel!
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Marius and Sulla each wanted to be the most

powerful person in Rome — and each of them

had big armies.
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While Caesar was growing up, there were

terrible wars between them.

In the end, Sulla won. “Kill my enemies

without trial!” he ordered. Caesar knew he
had to leave Rome for a while, or Sulla might

kill him.



