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A BLESSING FOR MANKIND

—— To those who show concern in drug prohibition

Entering the 21* century, mankind is confronted not only with
promising perspectives of development, but also challenges, dangers,
bewilderments and disasters, among which are wars, terrorism,
poverty, stan/ati(;n, natural disasters, AIDS and drugs. With global
features, most of these problems are plaguing the entire international
community. Now that the giobalization is daily increasing, such
problems may bring about influences and disasters to the neighbor-
ing countries or regions even if they occur in a single country or
region. Moreover, the practical situation is even worse, because many
ot such problems bear international and global features from the onset,
and thus become the headache for governments of different countries,
their state leaders, politicians and even important personages of the
United Nations and international organizations.

Drugs have consisted one of such problems.

In the common sense, drugs refer to poppy and its derivatives
like opium and heroin. Although in recent years marijuana and
wampee have become new members of the drug family, the major
elements of drugs remain to be opium and heroin. It is a well known
fact that opium and heroin become drugs simply because they pro-
duce ecstatic illusions plus long-lasting drug dependence once they
are inhaled or injected into the human body, and thus seriously in-
Jure human health. Once addicted to opium, the digestive system of
the human body is ruined, and the addict undergoes a process of
chronic poisoning. With dull eyes, low spirits and running nose,
such a person looks like a horrible ghost. The use of opium must be

supported by a large expenditure, and when money is no longer
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available, the addict easily forgets all about morality, and would sell
his/her children, become a thief or prostitution for money to be used
on drugs. Heroin may be absorbed through the nasal membrane or
membrane of the respiratory duct, and the absorption is quickened
by intramuscular, hypodermic or intravenous injection. Compared
with opium, the use of heroin is more convenient and easier for popu-
larization because it is not easily detected, quicker and may be easily
performed. When inhaled or injected into the human body, heroin
quickly hydrolyzes into morphine, part of which combines with the
plasma albumin, while the rest get into human organs such as brain,
kidney, liver, spleen and muscle, and it may even penetrate the
placenta. A heroin-addicted woman in her breast-feeding period may
get a little amount of morphine in her milk. Inhaling or injection of
heroin produces extremely strong stimulation, serious reaction and
quick effects, and the intoxication is ten times greater than opium
addiction. When the use of heroin accumulates to a certain amount,
the addict has a desperate desire for it. To get heroin, he would use
whatever method, no matter cheating, stealing or robbing, while he
never cares about the consequences. When the addiction becomes
unbearable and yet no drugs are available, the addict becomes agi-
tated and irritable, and suffers ill-temper and behavioral disorders.
The addict loses responsibility toward society and family, has diffi-
culty to control his actions, and cares about nothing about the conse-
quences of his actions. When greater amount of heroin is inhaled or
the inhaling becomes more frequent, the addict can not help to switch
to intravenous injections, thus gradually leading himself to stronger
addiction and complete destruction of the internal organs till he meets
his end before long.

Because of opium or heroin abuse, an absolutely healthy per-
son will degenerate into one who harms the society, the people and
family.

Even if just one of its members is drug-addicted, a better-off
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family would lose all its properties, and have difficulties to make the
ends meet. The family will be reduced to dire poverty before long.

If drugs run rampant in a peaceful society, crimes and social
security cases like theft, robbery and prostitution will be on the rise,
the social ethics will degenerate, and the people can no longer live
and work in peace and happiness.

Drugs go hand in glove with poverty.

Drugs are the closest disciples of social evils.

To our greatest horror and worries, drugs are closely associated
with the fatal disease of AIDS, because the disease is passed to oth-
ers by cross-infection when the addicts share syringes, or if an AIDS-
carrying drug-user sells his blood for transfusions. A breast-feeding
mother who carries the AIDS virus will pass the disease to her baby.
Real cases in Yunnan and other Chinese provinces have repeatedly
proved that prevalence of drugs is the key origin for the rapid spread
of AIDS.

Drugs are the common enemy of mankind. Evidences have
repeatedly proved that no country or region in our contemporary world
is immune to drug-induced disasters. As reported by the UN statistics,
opium and heroin users all over the world have now amounted to 10
million, and the figure will exceed 100 million or more if people
who once used drugs are included. It is obvious that drug-induced
disasters have constituted a global problem.

In the last three centuries, and together with governments of
many countries and far-sighted personages, the Chinese government
and people waged continuing and unremitting struggles for eradicat-
ing drugs, yet the ultimate goal of drug eradication has not yet been
reached so far. Although China had successfully eradicated opium
in the 1950, drugs staged a comeback in the 1980°s under the influ-
ence of international drug epidemic. Geographically close to the
Golden Triangle, which is the world’s largest poppy grower and great-
est opium and heroin producer, Yunnan is the first to suffer the im-
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pact of drug-induced crimes. When sneaking the Golden Triangle
drugs through Yunnan into inner China, Hong Kong and Macao, the
international drug-trafficking gangs also induced drug prevalence in
Yunnan. As the result, Yunnan has become an area that is under the
severest attack of drugs, and one that is seriously infected by drug-
induced AIDS. To curb the rapid prevalence of drug-related crimes,
Yunnan has to invest each year tens of millions, even hundreds of
million of Chinese Yuan as well as tremendous amount of manpower
and materials in its anti-drug work. Every year, Yunnan cracks down
thousands of drug-related criminal cases, captures and destroys thou-
sands of kilograms of opium and heroin. While suffering the most,
Yunnan has also made the greatest contribution to the international
cause of drug eradication.

People were perplexed in the long past by such a fact: In order
to eradicate drugs, Yunnan, China and even the world have spent
such a long time, invested such huge amount of money, and inflicted
such severe punishment to drug traffickers, yet the drugs still run out
of control. Is it true that mankind cannot find a way to curb drugs?

To eradicate drugs, people are considering new methods and
exploring new approaches.

Again, Yunnan Province has taken the lead. It has developed a
new approach to eradicate poppy cultivation, and the method has
been proved to be a real success. The new approach features estab-
lishment of the “substituting economy”, i.e., to replace poppy farm-
ing with cultivation of grains and cash-generating crops, and pro-
mote the economic and social advancement of the poppy-growing
areas by fostering trade, tourism and specialized industries. By ex-
panding the opening up, enhancing social ethics, increasing finan-
cial revenue and improving people’s living standards, the poppy-
growing areas would decrease their dependence on the drug-based
economy. To sum up, a healthy economy is developed to substitute
the drug-based economy. The experiment first began in Menghai
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County of Yunnan Province and the neighboring 4" Special Zone of
Myanmar in the Golden Triangle. Beginning from the 1990’s, and
while dealing fatal blows on drug crimes, relevant Yunnan institu-
tions helped Menghai County cooperate with Myanmar to set up the
“*substituting economy”, and the project got vigorous support from
and close collaboration of the 4™ Special Zone of Myanmar. The
Chinese side dispatched agricultural experts to help the Special Zone
cultivate crops such as grains, tea, sugarcane and fruits, so as to in-
crease the farmers’ income and gradually reduce poppy cultivation.
At the same time, efforts were made to help the Special Zone con-
struct transportation facilities and develop cross-border tourism.
Because its revenue increased by folds, the Special Zone govern-
ment ceased to depend on drugs, which previously supported its army
and government. Moreover, the new financial resources helped the
Special Zone government establish education, water conservancy and
public health facilities, which enhanced the ideological and cultural
qualifications of its people. Owing to that the Special Zone govern-
ment and the local people no longer depended on drug production
for livelihood and development, the poppy-growing farmlands rap-
1dly decreased in just 5 to 6 years. Up to 1997, the 30,000 mu of
poppies within the Special Zone were completely wiped out, and the
achievement had been proved by site investigations jointly carried
out by the Chinese and Myanmar officials. The achievement was
further consolidated from 1997 to 2001, during which poppy crops
und-drug production were completely banned in the 4" Special Zone.
At present, the Special Zone enjoys rapid economic development
and prosperity in its urban and rural areas, and the people’s living
standard has been substantially raised. It is a rare example in the
world to eradicate poppy cultivation and drug production in an area
inhabited by 70,000 people, in which 200-plus villages grew over
30,000 mu poppies. At the same time, the “substituting economy”
has been successfully established in other Golden Triangle areas in
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Myanmar and northern Laos, all of which are geographically close
to Yunnan.

However, Yunnan Province was not the first to develop the “‘sub-
stituting agriculture”, because Thailand had begun the project as early
as in the 1970’s. Although Yunnan started the project 20 years later,
its project shows clear-cut characteristics. For instances, Yunnan
started the project without helps from the United Nations, and the
UN and other foreign countries did not input any funding into the
project. Moreover, the dimension and completeness of Yunnan’s
“substituting economy” have far exceeded those of the Thai project.
The “alternative farming” or “substituting plantation™ developed by
Thailand is only one part of Yunnan’s “substituting economy” project,
because Yunnan project also includes grassroots issues such as self-
sutficiency of grains, improvement of transportation, opening up to
the outside world, development of trade and commerce, establish-
ment of education and public heaith facilities and enhancement of
people’s ethics and qualifications. As the final solution, Yunnan’s
“substituting economy” project helps cultivate a healthy pillar
economy in the poppy-growing areas and enhances the degree of
civilization of the local people, all of which would boost the “substi-
tuting” capability at the grassroots levels. Judging from the dimen-
sion of the project, Thailand unfolded the project in just tens of
villages, whereas Yunnan helped execute the project in hundreds,
and even thousands of villages in Myanmar and Laos, and the project
yielded greater achievements. In just 10 years, Yunnan has success-
fully helped the Golden triangle areas cultivate 450,000 mu of sub-
stituting crops, and successfully helped the 4* Special Zone of
Myanmar completely ban poppy cultivation within the entire zone.

It is undoubtedly a blessing for mankind that Yunnan has helped
the 4" Special Zone of Myanmar establish the “substituting economy”’,
ban poppy cultivation and eradicate drug production. It is a remark-
able creation for the world's sacred cause of drug eradication, and an
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outstanding contribution to the world’s cause of drug control. It brings
about hope to mankind, and enhances people’s confidence.

Mr. Kofi A. Annan, Secretary-General of the United Nations
and Mr. Pino Arlacchi, Vice Secretary-General of the United Na-
tions and Executive Director of the UNDCP (United Nations Drug
Control Program) highly praised that Yunnan’s creation has benefited
mankind. They called on the world to learn from China, and said
Yunnan has set up an example for both China and the world.

This book is the very first publication that studies the *substi-
tuting economy”. It objectively describes the history and present
status of poppy cultivation, harms of drugs and processes of drug
control, and makes deeper-going studies on the achievements and
experiences of the “substituting economy”. The author is a news
reporter, and a sociologist as well. Many times has he entered the
Golden Triangle areas for investigations, interviewed drug control
officials of Yunnan Province and investigated Yunnan’s prefectures
and counties on the Sino-Myanmar border, while focus is laid on
interviewing Menghai County of Yunnan Province and the 4* Spe-
cial Zone of Myanmar. From the viewpoint of a news reporter and a
sociologist on drug eradication, the author aims at drawing attention
of the society and even the entire world, the mighty personages with
important responsibilities for social development in particular, to the
drug eradication experience created by China’s Yunnan Province.

Written on November 18, 2001 in Kunming,
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