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Taiwan Contemporary Art Series {Materials of Art)

Abstract

Taiwanese ink painters who were born after 1960 are currently facing a predicament. On the aspect of external
environment, they not only experience the issue and lift of martial laws, threat of competition from Mainland Chinese ink
painting, but also witness the termination of Art Gallery Era right after the bubble economy crashed in the 1990s'. On the
aspect of internal creation, they need to rid themselves from the dual restraints of academic and instructor's inheritance, as
well as the self-doubt and uncertainty of their future. A further bitter challenge, to be sure, derives from the globalization
that overwhelms the whole world. These artists shall display artworks to prove that Ink Painting and Calligraphy are able to

transcend the geographical limit and access the untouchable of one's heart.

Although Ink Paining and Calligraphy were introduced into Taiwan by Ming and Qing scholar-officials in the seven-
teenth century, they made no significant development during the Japanese colonial-period from 1895 to 1945. It is due to
the Japanese education, which emphasized the importance of Meiji westernized ideals, excluded the art of ‘'other' culture.
Such a stagnant phase did not end until inland artists immigrated to Taiwan with National Government in 1949. Ink Painting
as well as Calligraphy regained their vitality and made a better achievement. The Three across-Strait Masters', namely, Pu
Xinyu, Huang Junbi, Zhang Dagjian together with many knowledgeable painters/calligraphists gradually established their

influence through the education systems and provincial exhibitions around this island.

Nevertheless, such an influence is built upon the authoritative political structure and cultural identity after all. The lift
of martial laws evokes the multi-dimensional features of art development after 1980. The so-called 'Modernization' and
‘Globalization' pose a profound impact on both business and cultural fields. Wil the two media of thousand-year-history, Ink
Painting and Calligraphy, be eventually weeded out? Can Taiwan contemporary artists properly respond to
‘Modernization' and 'Globalization' in terms of creative thinking in making art? If so, what kind of response might that be

under such a circumstance?

The twenty-six artists selected in this book range from 30 to 40 years old and all received authentic fraining of
Academy. However, they probe for their own artistic language after graduation: some dive into tradition to search for
styles resembling their own inner urge; some boldly render western art theories as an exit to further transform their art. Most
of all, they abide by the responsibility as an artist to express their perspective and the contemporary spirit with self-defined
language, regardless the academic inheritance. We apply each artist's works in recent two years as the main frame to

comment. The works in early period are served for comparative purpose in order to substantially reveal the process of man-

ifesting his/her style or ideals.

If we view art pieces via the spectrum consisting of avant-gardism and the conservatism, these artists should be

placed in the middle part. It, nonetheless, is not for the sake of safety or compromise, but to restore the true feature of the

contemporary Ink Painting and Calligraphy.
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