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General Introduction

A Corpus of Historical Data on Communications and Posts of
North China Liberated Areas is a series of 14 books that were com-
piled in line with the instructions of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) to solicit and compile the
Party’s history, revolutionary history, and historical records and
under the unified leadership of the Ministry of Posts and Telecom-
munications (MPT). To compile the series.historical material was
solicited widely; files, historical documents, newspapers. maga-
zines and other literatures and publications were consulted and
verified; while veteran communicators and postal workers were
called together to hold forums and recall the past, who gave us an
energetic support. The material collected was screened, and the
manuscript was revised several times. As a result, the books
record authentically the historical facts that under the leadership
of the CPC,the communicators and postal workers struggled ardu-
ously,fought bravely and surmounted all difficulties to fulfill their
tasks. From the aspects of communications and posts. the books
present a survey of the overall history, which can serve as a vehi-
cle of the history and an education to the broad masses. At the
same time, they provide historical data to compile the Party’s his-
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tory.revolutionary history, and historical records. This is a com-
mon aspiration and an unshakable historical duty of the pioneers
blazing a trail in communications and posts of the former North
China Liberated Areas.

The CPC Central Committee always attaches importance to
communicative and postal work. In its early days. the Party sent
many leading and outstanding members to set up communication
system within the Party in white terror. As early as in 1925, the
CPC Central Committee pointed out in its ”Circular on Setting up
and Perfecting Communication System within the Party” that ”this
work is as important as arteries and veins in human body for an or-
ganization, and their flow or stagnation affect a man’ s life and
death.” In 1943, the North Bureau of the CPC Central Committee
issued rules and regulations for communication work that reads.”
It is unseparable with organizing work” and ”Communication sec-
tions are one of the departments of clandestine work.” "The com-
munication work links up every departments of the Party. without
which resolutions and instructions of various departments can not
be transmitted to lower levels and reports can not be collected
rapidly. .. At Present, the communication work is closely linked
with the information work ¢f the enemy’s activities and other so-
cial works.so that communication work is a part of the social
work.” These confirmed further the nature, position,and role of
the communications and posts. In 1948, Chairman Mao Zedong
wrote an title for the newspaper, People' s Posts and Telecommuni-
cations News« and in 1940, Zhou Enlai wrote down an inscription
for the opening of posial service between the areas controlled by
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the Communist Party and the Kuomintang. which reads " Ten
Thousand 1./ Postal Road as Arteries and Veins of the Country.”
This is the expectation and instruction of the leaders of the CPC
Central Committee to communications and posts, according to
which the Party organizations in various levels always paid great
attention to strengthening the work and sent outstanding cadres
and Party members to shoulder the tasks. Trustworthy. firm.
calm, quick-witted and with rich social experiences, these com-
rades were never unworthy of the people’s and the Party’s great
trust, and they feared no hardships and sacrifices in fulfilling their
tasks in spite of all setbacks.

The communications and posts of the North China Liberated
Areas were set up gradually along with the development of the
revolutionary bases. In 1937, the Japanese imperialists provoked
the Logouqiao Incident, and then the war to invade China. The
Chinese people rose in the War of Resistance, and the CPC and the
army led by the Party penetrated to the vast areas of North China
behind the enemy lines and waged a life-and-death struggle with
the Japanese aggressors, thus set up the anti-Japanese bases as a
sharp knife sticking into the hearts of the Japanese invadors,
These bases were Shanxi-Chahar-Hebei, Shanxi-Hebei-Shandong-
Henan, and Shanxi-Suiyuan border regions including the former
Hebei. Shanxi, Chahar, Rehe. and Suiyuan provinces, a part of
Shandong and Henan provinces, and some counties of Jiangsu,
Anhui. and Liaoning provinces. During the 8 years, the people of
these border areas were not afraid of shedding blood and losing
homes. and they fought bravely and won finally the victory over
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the War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression.

In 1946. the Kuomintang reactionaries brazenly tore up the
armistice agreement and attacked the liberated areas in a large
way. The people of the North China Liberated Areas together
with the people of the whole country rose in self-defence and
staged the War of Liberation on an unprecedented scale under the
leadership of the CPC. The Chinese people fought a bloody battle
for three years. defeated the socalled 8 million Kuomintang forces
and overthrew the reactionary rule of the Kuomintang. On Oct.
1. 1949. the People’s Republic of China was inaugurated and from
then on. the Chinese people have stood up.

The struggle against Japanese aggression and for liberation of
the people of North China was a part of Chinese revolution. while
the communications and posts of North China were like other work
of the revolutionary bases that went through an tortuous course.
The messengers and postmen taking the interests of the whole into
account, worked arduously and closely and fought bravely the fe-
rocious enemy.

During the War of Resistance Against Jupanese Aggression
and the War of Liberation (1937 1948). Shanxi-Chahar-Hebei,
Shanxi-Hebei-Shandong-Henan, and Shanxi-Suiyuan border re-
gions were separated and independent ones directly under the CPC
Central Committee. The Shanxi-Chahar-Hebei Border Region set
up its Adminisirative Committee in Jan. 1938, while the Shanxi-
Hebei-Shandong-Henan Border Region. its political power. the Ji-
tar Joint Office. in Aug. 1940 and irs government in Sept. 1941.
The Shanxi-Suiynan Border Region was stationed by the 120th Di-
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vision of the Eighth Route Army in the early davs of the Anti-
Japanese War. and the Shanxi-Suivuan General Military M;biliz-
ing Committee (a wartime political power) was responsible for the
mobilization, organization, and leadership of the Anti-Japanecse
War. At that time, the area saw a special situation that Yan Xi
shan did what he wished to relying on his massive forces in his
sphere of influence. In the winter of 1939, Yan opposed the Com-
munist Party openly and launched the ”"December Incident. ” After
military actions, the people and the Red Army smashed thorough-
ly Yan’s forces attacking the anti-Japanese bases and set up offi-
cially the Shanxi-Suiyuan Border Region and the Shanxi-Suiyuan
Administrative Office. In the winter of 1947, Shijiazhuang. a city
of strategic importance, was liberated, and the anti-Japanese
bases in North China were joined together. In 1948, the CPC Cen-
tral Committee decided to set up the unified North China Liberated
Area, North China Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, North
China People' s Government, and North China Military Region,
while the organizational systems of the 3 border areas were dis-
missed. The North China Directorate General (D. G.) of Posts
was also set up in Shijiazhuang in Aug. 1948.

In the early days of the Anti-Japanese War, the North China
communicative and postal organizations were separated ones under
the jurisdictions of the Party committees and anti-Janpanese gov-
ernments In various levels. These decentralized organs had their
own tasks respectively and no unified business management. Their
main tasks were to transmit timely, accurately and rapidly the
Party’s instructions, documents, newspapers and magazines, aﬁd
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tasks included also to be hosts of the liaison comrades and those to
and fro as well as to make arrangement for their board and lodging
and escort them through the enemy’s blockade lines. Under the
convoy of the messengers, many leading members of the CPC Cen-
tral Committee went through the enemy’ s blockades and arrived
their destinations safely. These leaders included Liu Shaogi. Deng
Xiaoping, Chen Yi, Xu Xianggian, Zhu Rui. Chen Guang, Xiao
Hua,and others. The messengers shouldered also tasks to pass in-
telligence and convey military supplies. In critical situation, they
threw themselves into fight without the least hesitation, and won
considerable victories. To accomplish their tasks. the messengers
had to brave bitter cold and intense heat and stay their stomaches.
which were the common occurrences. In the late days. the anti-
Japanese bases expanded and consolidated gradually. At the same
time, communicative and postal organs and their business systems
were set up. the construction of communication network was
strengthened. and the unified management was carried out. In
Oct. 1944, the Shanxi-Chahar-Hebei Border Region set up its D.
G. of Communications in Fuping. Hebei Province .that controlled
over Hebei-Shanxi, Hebei-Chahar., Central Hebei. and Hebei Re-
he-Liaoning administrative regions. At the end of 1945, it was re-
named the postal administration. In 1941, the Shanxi-Hebei-Shan-
dong-Henan Border Region established its D. G. »f Communica-
tions administering the Taihang.Taiyvue. South Hebei, wi.d Hebei-
Shandong-Henan administrative regions. In the same vear. the

Shanxi-Suiyuan Border Region also formed its own D. G. of Com-



