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Preface

In an evening at the end of the year 2004, some scholars from Zendai
institute and I got together at the "Shui Qing Mu Hua" conference Hall.
These scholars have just finished the book {China along the Yangtse
River — the Construction of the Big Shanghai International Circle of
Metropolises and the National Strategy of Development). We met
together on one hand to congratulate the accomplishment of the first
stage of the project, on the other hand to arrange the next stage of the
project. These scholars are respectively: professor Hua Ming majoring in
economics, professor Lin Shangli majoring in politics, professor Cao
Jingqing majoring in sociology, professor Chu Dajian majoring in the
science of management, and professor Wu Xiaoming, professor Chen
Xueming, professor Wang Defeng , associate professor Wu Xinwen, who
all major in philosophy.

At that night, these scholars and I all feel excited mainly because we all feel
confident of the future of China. Through the research of the project of
"China along the Yangtse River — the Construction of the Big Shanghai
International Circle of Metropolises and the National Strategy of
Development", we have put forward the suggestion to the higher leaders
that we should take the construction of the big Shanghai international
circle of metropolises as the national strategy of development. We all have
very good expectation of the prospects of the development of the Shanghai
international circle of metropolises. At the same time, we are all very
hopeful of the active influences on China, which will be brought about by
this national strategy of development. That is, we believe deeply that the
development of "China along the Yangtse River " will also bring about the
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prosperity of "China along the Huanghe River".
However, we also feel a little worried at the same time of feeling very

excited. We all firmly believe that China will necessarily become strong.
But we are uncertain about what kind of influences will the development of
China have on the world. More specifically, we are uncertain about whether
it would ignite the new contradictions and conflictions. One of the most
realistic problems is whether the fights for markets and raw materials would
cause conflictions or even wars, with such a huge country like China
entering the world. And wars will never help China win the world in the
present time or in the future. Wars will definitely limit the rising of China.
Peacefulness is the necessary condition for the rising of China. Then, can
China rise peacefully?

In this way, we are brought to such a topic: Once China got developed,
what would it bring to the world? And what results would come from that?
According to my knowing of these scholars, they are the scholars both with
very strong sense of responsibility of our nation and our country and of very
high academic level. Based on these two, they carried on hot discussions on
this topic immediately and had gradually reached an agreement. That is, the
developed China would not act as a threat to the world. The popular "theory
of China as a threat" in the western world is not tenable. On the contrary,
the development of China will be of great benefit to the stableness and
peacefulness of the world. Aiming at Huntington's theory of "clashes of
civilizations", professor Lin Shangli blurted out that the development of
China will bring about "reconciliation of civilizations" rather than "clashes
of civilizations". We immediately decided that the next project that Zendai
institute would do researches on is "reconciliation of civilizations — the
world after the rising of China".

I myself also participated in the hot discussion and I totally agree with
them to take great efforts to do researches on this topic. About the
importance of this project, all the scholars have stated very good viewpoints.
At that time I have emphasized the following three points from an
entrepreneur’s habitual realistic standpoint:

First, we often see that the leaders of our country emphasize time and time
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again that the development of China would not become the threat to the
world while they receive people from political circles, business circles and
academic circles. I feel that it is our responsibility to carry on a thorough
research on this topic. And if the condition is actually thus, that is, the
development of China will never become the threat to the world, we then
should state the reasons for this deeply and thoroughly. This reason can not
only persuade Chinese people, but also foreign people. I hope that our
scholars could put forward very deep - thinking viewpoints through their
researches.

Second, we entrepreneurs all know that the development of enterprises
can not be without a peaceful and stable environment. This includes not
only the domestic peacefulness and stableness, but also the international
peacefulness and stableness. To some extent, we entrepreneurs have the
value orientation of peacefulism. Peacefulness and stableness are entrepre-
neurs' appeals both to the Chinese people, and to the world. I hope that
these scholars could through their researches tell us persuasively whether
we could have an environment of peacefulness and stableness in the next
several ten years and whether the development of China would strengthen
the peacefulness and stableness.

Third, Zendai group is taking great efforts to enter the cultural industry.
Zendai Art Gallery has been formally opened. And Zendai Art Hotel with
the investment of 2 billion dollars is also under construction. We are willing
to do something beneficial to Chinese cultural revival. We know clearly the
meaning of Chinese cultural revival to the total revival of Chinese nation.
The revival of Chinese nation is in the last analysis a kind of cultural revival.
The rising of the Chinese nation is the emergence of the spirit of Chinese
nation under the modern condition. It definitely is not a purely economic
rising, but is above all a kind of totally cultural advancement. Only with the
revival of Chinese culture, could every Chinese people fully enjoy the sense
of happiness of life. The problem lies in that we can not stop at only realizing
the meaning of Chinese cultural revival to China herself. Does it have the
world meaning? If it does, then what is on earth the world meaning? I hope
these scholars could disclose the world meaning of the things my colleagues
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and I are doing for Chinese cultural revival, so that we could do this more
self- consciously and more sublimely.

While the scholars from Zendai institute are doing serious researches on
this topic, a discussion about "the peaceful rising of China" is carried on
in the Chinese academic circle. This discussion is ignited by Chinese
leaders. The Chinese Prime Minister, Wen Jiabao, put forward that
China would go on the road of peaceful rising while he was giving a lecture
in Harvard University on December 1oth, 2003. He quoted many times
the philosophical thought about "harmony but not sameness" articulated
by ancient Chinese thinkers to promise seriously to the world that China
strives for the peaceful environment to develop herself at the same time
of keeping the peacefulness of the world with her own development. Then
the general secretary of Chinese Communist Party, Hu Jintao, said in the
forum of the r1oth anniversary of Mao Zedong : China "will go on the road
of development of peaceful rising, will insist on get on well with all the
countries on the basis of the five principles for the peaceful coexistence,
will actively carry on the communications and cooperation with all the
countries on the basis of equality and mutual- beneficiality, and will make
contributions to the sublime project of human peacefulness and
development. " To the scholars from Zendai institute, who have carried on
this research for almost one year, these words of the central leaders and
the following discussion in the academic circle are very great
encouragements. We understand the urgency and importance of this
research more deeply now. And thus we have also put forward higher
requirements to this research.

During the whole process of our research, we have held three symposiums.
I think that all this three symposiums are very successful. Through them, we
realize more and more deeply about the following problems: why must
China rise peacefully? Why could China rise peacefully and how will China
rise peacefully?

The first symposium is held in the meeting room of the Limited Company
of Zendai Investment and Development on December 25th, 2003. Besides

the scholars who have participate in this project, we have also invited some
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famous scholars from Beijing and Shanghai, such as professor Yu Wujin,
professor Sun Chengshu, professor Xu Jilin, professor Sun Hui, professor
Huajian, professor Sun Zhouxing and professor Chen Jiaqi. The result of
this symposium is mainly that we have seen clearly the Chinese tradition of
peace through the investigation of the history of Chinese civilization of
several thousand years. That is, we are clear that in the history of China,
although we have witnessed the strength of Han Dynasty and Tang Dynasty,
we have not any historical experiences of militarily colonizing and conquering.
China developed and strengthened herself by absorbing and melting the
culture of violence in her neighborhood with her own kernel culture. China
can only, must and should go on the road of peaceful development. This is
never only a "war with tongues” to respond to "the theory of China as a
threat”, but the innate definition of the tradition of Chinese history and
culture. "Settling internal affairs first and then foreign businesses settled"
has often been the highest goal in the diplomatic policies in various stages
of Chinese history. In the history of China, she did have waged wars, but all
these wars were typical "the wars of self-protection”. The Great Wall shows
China's strong will "to protect what Chinese ancestors had passed on to
them", while Zheng He's seven times of navigating overseas mean that
China "never desires for what others are enjoying".

The second symposium was held in the Center for International Meetings
in the East Beach of Chongming Island on September 12th, 2004. The
majority of the members of the research team of this project have been to
Chongming Island to attend it. Besides those, we have invited some famous
scholars from Shanghai, such as Mr. Zhou Shan, some specialists from the
mass medias, such as Mr. Zhou Zhigiang from Jie Fang Daily, Mr. Ji Guibao
from Wen Hui Daily, and Mr. Zhou Hongen from Shanghai Television.
Obviously, this symposium did not stop at the general historical review, but
deeply disclosed the innate connection between the Chinese traditional
cultural spirit and Chinese contemporary peaceful rising. We realized
deeply that Chinese culture is a kind of soft culture. In the forest of dry and
hard stones, that is, the world full of antagonisms of civilizations, if we can
pour the water of Chinese culture into it, then the world would become the
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garden of beautiful flowers. To cultivate and to retrieve the human nature
of peacefulness is just the central content of Chinese moral cultivation. The
process of the forming of Chinese nation is that of cultural integration. The
peacefulness between human and nature, that is, the unity of Tian (Heaven)
and human, is the important condition of the peacefulness between human
and human. During the process of Chinese economic development and
association with foreign countries, the thoughts of "the unity of Tian and
human" and "harmony but not sameness" will become the basic guarantee
of her peaceful rising. With the realization of the essential characteristics
of Chinese culture, we will see clearly that Chinese rising with the revival of
Chinese culture will not bring about clashes of civilizations to the world, but
rather what the world really needs. The gospel to China does not lie in the
historical opportunities to China brought about by the economic
globalization, but in how China could win the great revival of her national
cultural life in the contemporary historical environment of the world.
Obviously, the cultural revival of Chinese nation is not only the gospel to
China, but also that to the whole world.

The third symposium is held in the "Qiu Jian Tang" villa in Pudong area,
Shanghai in March 12th, 2005. All the participants are the members of the
research team of this project. An important breakthrough made in this
symposium is that we do not illustrate that the strengthening of China will
not construct the threat to others only through investigating the Chinese
cultural tradition and stating Chinese love for peace only with her cultural
genes any longer. We have gone further to argue that the development of
China will never construct the threat to the world through the analysis of
the nature of Chinese contemporary economic systems, political systems
and social systems. That is, we try to argue that Chinese contemporary
systems and her contemporary route and strategy are in essential connec-
tions with peace, harmonious coexistence and common development. The
reform and opening led by Deng Xiaoping first created the institutional
environment and the development space for Chinese economic growth in
Chinese history. China has provided a new mode of institutional evolution

and being involved with world economic system. Reviewing this 26 years'
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reforming and opening and China's contributions both to the regional
economy and to the stableness and prosperity of the world economy, and
investigating China's value orientation of the world economic system, we
can only arrive in one conclusion: China with the rapid development of
outward economy will never become the element threatening the world,
but on the contrary, she is one of the most important forces to keep the
world economy developing sustainably and healthily and to realize the
common prosperity of world economy. Ever since the reform and opening
in 1978, the two modes of China's participating the world economy are both
of peacefulism: one is to export large amount of commodities of the nature
of labor-intensity; the second is common coastal Chinese people's making
living overseas (mainly the people from Wenzhou) . In both of these two
modes, Chinese people use their own hard work. Chinese people, Chinese
businessmen included, do not have the inclination of plundering others,
which was itrue of the prime capitalism with warships as the backing.
The results of these three symposiums and those of the whole research,
which has lasted three years, are all reflected in this book. This book has
three parts. Part I deals with the relationship between the Chinese
cultural spirit and the rising of China; part 1 deals with that between
the road of Chinese economic development and the peaceful rising of
China; part 1l deals that between Chinese Social and Political Systems
& the Peaceful Rising of China. Besides these, there are two
introductions: Introduction one has illustrated the modern origin and
the prospects of the clash of civilizations with the form of a dialogue
with Huntington; Introduction two has examined historically the Chi-
nese tradition of peace. Although all the authors have spent lots of time
and energy writing this book and there are some theoretical highlights
in this book, generally speaking, I still think that it is a little coarse and
is weak in systematicity because it is a job done by many people. Some
viewpoints wait to be deliberated further and some facts wait to be
confirmed further. However, this book is still a worth-reading good
book. I myself also feel that it is worthwhile for me to support the
scholars to do this research and to finish such a book. If this book could
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