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Taiwan Contemporary Art Series {Thoughts of Art)

Abstract

Living in this information explosive era in which thriling and sex news are prevailing the media, some may conceive

this world as a wild and clamorous human society on the verge of collapsing by itself. It is just like a world in which the evils
flying out of Pandora's Box are rampantly wrecking havoc on it. It is like a picture in which the tongue is licking the razor of

taboo- What a crazy world.

What is the true face of the so-called "real" world? Is it the one we are experiencing now? Or is it the inferno narrat-
ed by Dante Alighier? In reality, we all know it too well. In the deepest part of our souls, there exist the unrivaled desires as
are identified by Encore Lacan's psychoanalysis as the three registers of mental functioning, say, "real, imaginary, and sym-
bolic" as an unity. Between the real and the imaginary, or the sub-consciousness and actions, there exists an arbitrariness
which possesses the characters of deviating, subversive, transgressing, and volatile. As such, when some human acts, like
the eruptions of magma out of the stratums, break out and suddenly take people by surprise as fransgressions, we may well
realize them as "normal” in normal context. But it does not seem to be so, since we are so helplessly dominated and driven
by such passions either by will or by action. It is like a strong magnetic attraction which secretly leads man to the abyss, or

the critical area, that constantly challenges the forbidden.

The issue "desires and taboos" brought up here has always been a spell that enchants many artists. It often gives rise
to a great throb of the collective sensual experiences, and such experiences are not necessarily referred to as physical or
sensual only. From the very beginning, human beings have inherited the desires that can never be satisfied, whether these
desires are motivated by ethical, moral, hierarchical, or religious reasons. As for the artists, they seek an outlet for releasing

such chilling throbs deep in their minds or they may look for certain sort of ritual machismo as a way of salvation through the
creation of artworks.

The primitive desires may be permanent, but the taboos to the whole human community may change through time.
The limit or the critical line may be renewed within a very short period of time, which could be totally detached to the origi-
nal limit. There are typical examples. For instance, following the lift of the Martial Law in 1987, the establishments of political
parties and newspapers were soon unbanned. Soon people began to live in a new time subsequent to such a drastic
change. And this serves a typical example of the ever-changing character of what is understood as "taboo."In the 1960s,
people might feel uncomfortable with Shiy De-jinn's oil paintings of the male nude bodies when they were peeping into the
personal world of the artist. Further, another female artist in 2003 displayed an image in which she was giving a tattoo to
the penis of a man with whom she had sexual intercourses before. At the exhibition, the main concern for the artists was
nothing but a few jesting words suggesting a penis of someone else. The developments of Taiwan's contemporary art have
also suggested the changes of this society in the many respects over the past thirty years or so. And the critical area of the
taboos has deviated and become vague.Then in the issue of “taboo,” the forbidden, is art creation losing its ideal or the
right path? This in actual fact should not be the ultimate concern, since moral itself is always the enemy to art. In any times,

past or future, the presence of moral is the critical point to "the forbidden" to challenge.

The present book fries to discuss the area of desires and taboos in the art issues of Taiwan's contemporary art in the
course of its developments. Looking back on the developments of the contemporary art in Taiwan, it tends to focus on the

new and second generation artists and their works in light of the cultural traces and phenomena having seen in Taiwanese
society in the course of time.
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