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1. We’re All One Family

The Wangs! had been living in Beijing with their two
daughters and a son for a long time. Their neighbor, Dong
Shirui, suffered a stroke? in 1973 and was paralyzed®while
his wife had been very ill since 1977. The couple was child-
less and had no one to take care of them.So the Wangs
volunteered to cook.their meals, do the shopping and wash
their clothes, in addition to?® taking them to the hospital for
treatment ard buying medicine. This went on for years
and the Wangs treated the old couple like their own parents.
The children, too, did their share® to look after the couple
and called them “grandpa” and “grandma”. Once, when
Dong Shirui was hospitalized® for a short time in 1974, the
son, Hongbin, went to the hospital daily with some food:
for him. The doctors and nurses in the hospital envied Dong'
and said, “Your grandson isreally good to you!” .Grands
pa Dong was touched and told them, “He’s not my
grandson, he’s my . neighbor’s son.” ‘

- In October, 1981, Wang’s unit. assigned a three-room
apartment? to. his. family. The Wangs were delighted to
hear this,for they had been living in one room for years.
They were in great need of® extra space.

However, this was a mixed blessing.? If they moved to the

new apartment,who would take care of the Dongs, especiaily
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through thz cold winter months? A family discussion was
held and the two daugh ters said, “Let’s take grandma and
grandpa with us.” The son-and his fiancee!® had no objec-
tions either.

- Later when the idea was presented to Dong Shirui, the old
man refused. He wouldn’t think of doing such a thing. It
would be nice to live with the:Wangs, but having a room to
themselves would be too much to ask for.!! Yet in their
hearts, the Dongs didn’t want to leave the Wangs eithér, for
& strong bond had been established between them over
_ the years. For days afterward, the Dongs sadly thought
ever the situation while the Wangs tried to persuade the
couple to move in with them: One day, Grandpa Dong said
with a deep sigh, “I don’t have any property or money.
All 1 have is my pension. If we go with you, we will be a
burden to you for the rest of our years, and I can’t bear to
do that!” “Grandpa, please don’t talk like this,” replied
the: Wangs together.. ““After- all ‘these years you:should
know us well by now.” Seeing that the Wangs were sincerc;
the old man finally agreed.

After they moved into the new apartment, the Wangs and
DPongs lived like one family. Since they did not have enough
space,one of the children'had to sleep on a makeshiftbed!?
in:the corridor. The children. always served meals to-the
old couple first and also fed grandma. Even Hongbin’s
fiancee bought cakes and fruits for them. With his voice
breaking,'®* Dong Shirui often said, “I on'y thought such
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things happened in stories, but now it has happened to me.”

Notes
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2. The Inca Empire’

At a height of some 11,500 ft. above sea level?, on the
eastern side of the Andes lies the town of Cuzco. At the
present time it is important only as the center of a growing
tourist indl;ktry‘, but before the Spaniards eonquered Peru
in 1533, it was the capital of the great empire of the Incas.
The name “Cuzco” means “center”, and Cuzco was the
religious and cultural center of one of the most highly devel-
oped societies the world had ever known.

Like the Pharaohs of ancient Egypt, the Inca was believed
to be the living Sun God ¢, and he and his officials controlled
the lives of his subjects® in every way. There was little or
no freedom for the individual.

The land was tilled collectively, each family being given
food enough te keep up life, ® while the rest of crops went into
the state storchouses.

A man had to work several years before he married, and
if there were toé many young men in a community’, they
were moved to wfxerever they were needed.

The Incag had no writing, but they have left a record in
stope of the wonders of their mountain empire.

Without iron tools or even wheels, without cement or
bricks, they built palaces, temples, fortresses, and storehouses.
They made roads and bridges all through the mountains,
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and levelled the steep mountainsides to grow crops. They
built walls with big blocks of stone, each onc being fitted
together so carefully that we cannot put a knpife blade
between them. S

Nobedy knows how they carried this out,and prebably
nabody will ever kmow for certain.®

It has been suggested that the Incas knew the secrftbﬁ a
plant whose juice could vmake stone soft enoﬁgh*”i) bc
shaped by their simplé toals.® Buft this doest’t stern HpegHl
A.dhore reasonable idea igithat the stones we g
cut'to;shape,!® and then rubbed against each other, until
they were fitted perfectly.

r'There are many Inca remains both in and around Cuzco
and elsewhere in Peru. The most famous of them is the

fortress town of Machu Picchu, about seventy miles north-
west of Cuzco. The Spggia}x;ds never reached Machu
Picchu, and no one believed that there existed such a town
until 1911, when t was discovered by an American
explorer.!!

Machu Picchu is high above the valley of a river, between
two mountains. It was protected by steep slopes and by
walls.

Inside the high stone walls stand the small, simple houses
of the ordipary people, the storehouses, and other kinds of
bmldmgs A little higher than these are the larger hogs&s
of the officials, and on the highest point stands the Temple
of the Sun,!? -



The American explorer
thought that Machu Picchu
was the first city of the
Incas, but there is nothing
to prove that this is true.
In the early 1940’s, the
remains of five similar cities
were discovered stretching
in a line '* from Machu
Picchu to Cuzco. They had

a paved road running along

the mountain ridge. This suggests that Machu Picchu was
simply one end of a chain of high-walled cities' ¢ protecting

Cuzeo against enemies.
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