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hakespeare's Birthplace
555 s

‘x rilliam Shakespeare, born in April 1564, was the son

of John and Mary Shakespeare. John was a glover',
making and selling gloves and other leather goods, such as
purses and belts, from his workshop? in the family home.
William Shakespeare was born at a time when the skills
of reading and writing became more important and more
widespread. Neither John nor Mary could write, but they
almost certainly sent their sons to Stratford Grammar
School”.




(L

This painting is
called the ‘Ely
Palace’ portrait’
and is thought
by some to
show William
Shakespeare.
There is no
portrait from
the time that
definitely’ shows
Shakespeare.

Certainly William learned to read and write somewhere
and he also learned to love acting and plays. The first
recorded appearance of actors in Stratford was in 1569,
when John Shakespeare was mayor*. When he was about
22, William Shakespeare went to London and joined a
group of actors working in the theatres there. He went on
to become the most famous playwright® in history, one
whose plays are still performed worldwide today.

L. glover . . 4. mayor n.
2. workshop n. %] 5. playwright n.
3. Stratford Grammar School 6. portrait n.

TR LR R 7. definitely adv.



Shakespeare’s Birthplace, in Stratford-upon-Avon, is one
of the few Tudor' houses that belonged to? an ordinary®
family that has been preserved* much as it was at the time.
The Birthplace shows what ordinary homes were like, and
how they were built and furnished’. It also gives an idea of
how people lived and worked at the time. Since 1847 the
house has been cared for by the Shakespeare Birthplace
Trust®, because it was the place where William Shakespeare
was born and grew up. Some rooms contain’ original®
furniture and decoration from the time, others have been
recreated’ to show us what life was like in Shakespeare’s

age.

The Shakespeare
Birthplace Trust
also cares for

four other houses
connected

with William
Shakespeare in
Stratford and the
surrounding' area.
This is Hall's Croft",
which was the
home of Dr John
Hall, who married
Shakespeare’s
daughter, Susanna,
in 1607.




2 Shakespeare's Birthplace has been restored' by the Shakespeare Birthplace

U Trust so that the outside looks very much as it did when he lived there. The
street, however, looks very different! It is paved® and closed to traffic, whereas'
in Shakespeare’s time it would have been covered with an uneven® stone surface
at best and full of people, carts'® and even animals and rubbish.

I. Tudor  adj. #4545 REANHEH
2. belong to T
3. ordinary  adj.

4. preserve v
A(BF%)E &

6. Shakespeare Birthplace Trust

5. furnish V.

7. contain V.

8. original  adj. B3 #y

N

. recreate

. surrounding
. Hall’s Croft
.restore

. pave

- whereas
. uneven

. cart




tratford was a market town with about 1,500 people

living 1n it. As the largest town in the area, it had a
market every Thursday. Here local farmers and craftsmen'
sold their produce?, from butter and eggs to cattle and
sheep. Glove-making was one of the most important trades

in the town.

,, This house, called Nash's
@ House, belonged to
Thomas Nash, who married
one of Shakespeare’s
granddaughters. Like all the
buildings in Stratford, apart
from the two most important
churches, it was built from
wood. This meant there was
always a serious risk of fire. In
1594 and 1595 there were two
fires that destroyed about
200 houses in Stratford.




The town council® had strict rules about how the markets
should be run and made sure that shoppers were not being
cheated. It set prices, checked measuring equipment?

and checked the quality of food for sale. For instance?,
butter, cream and beer, all sold at market, went bad easily.
The council appointed® people to sample’ these things,

to make sure only ‘wholesome® foods were sold. One of
John Shakespeare’s first jobs for the council (he eventually”

became mayor) was as a beer taster.

1. craftsman n R ATAY 6. appomt v. 5K
2. produce n. 7. sample V.

3. council . () % & 8. wholesome  adj. H fa f A
4. measuring equipment 9. eventually  adv. L
5. for instance ]t 10. attend v E ()

This is the Grammar School that William Shakespeare and his brother

Ll probably attended'™. It was set up in 1553, paid for by money left to it by
people when they died. The school was set up at a time when many towns all
over the country set up schools for the first time. These schools only took local
boys, not girls.







uilding the house
St 36 s )=

alaces and homes of rich nobles' were built from

whatever the ruler or noble wanted and could afford.
The homes of most other people were built from local
building materials®. In the Stratford area wood was one of
the most plentiful building materials, so ordinary homes
were made mainly of wood.

The builders of the Birthplace first laid a stone base®
which rose about three feet above the ground. The stone
came from a quarry* in nearby Wilmcote. On top of this,
carpenters’ built a frame® for the house, using oak beams’
of various thicknesses, depending on the weight the beams
had to carry. The wood came from the nearby Forest of
Arden. The beams were fixed together using wooden pegs®.
Wood was more expensive than the materials used to fill
the gaps® between the beams, so the closer together the
beams of wood are in a frame house, the more expensive it
was to build and the richer the original owners were—the
cost of the Birthplace was average'® for its time.

tonoble . ¥ 6.frame n . K%
2%uilding material 2 AR 7.beam R 9 4
dbase oom . K& 8peg (AT
4. quarry n wEH 9. gap n. ]
S.carpenter  n. KIE 10.average  adj. R EH
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@ This is the stone base that the wooden frame of the Birthplace was built on.
21 There are three sets of pegs shown in the photo. Each set holds an upright'
beam to the beam that is resting on the stone base.

. The beams used to build
the Birthplace vary? in
thickness. The thickest of the
upright ones support the
corners of the house. The
thickest beams that run across
the house are the ones that
support the boards for the
floors of the upstairs rooms.
The guttering? in the left
photo is modern—houses in
Shakespeare’s time did not have
gutters.

I. upright ady. S Y 3. guttering 1. (4 34

2. vary v R

12



Wattle and daub’

The gaps between the beams were filled with wattle and
daub. First, flexible? sticks were woven to make panels’ of
the right size, which were fitted into place. These were
then covered in a layer* of mud and straw, called daub. This
could also be made with mud and hair, or dried grasses—
anything that was free or cheap locally and gave the mud
texture®. Once this rough® layer had dried off, the surface
was plastered” over with

a finer, smooth, plaster.
Unlike daub, which was
made from local materials,
plaster had to be bought
and needed a skilled
plasterer to get a good
finish.

I. wattle and daub TRACHE

2. flexible adj.

3. panel .

4. layer 1. =

5. texture n. I %

6. rough adj. EIEA)

7. plaster V. i3 4K A " }‘fﬂ

o The photo shows some wattle
= and daub, covered with a sheet of
modern glass to protect it.

13



14

The roof

The roof of the Birthplace was made as part of the timber’
framework? It was almost certainly boarded right across.
This was probably first covered with a layer of straw
thatch?, then by clay* tiles®.

Windows

The frames for the windows of Tudor homes were made
from wood, built as part of the frame of the house. The
earliest windows of the Birthplace were probably just

an opening covered by a wooden shutter®. The smaller
window (a) is part of the original building, and probably
just had a shutter at first. Windows were later filled in with
pieces of polished” animal horn®, usually cow horn. The
horn was soaked® until it could be flattened'® and then
cut into thin sheets. Sometimes glass was used, but it was
expensive. The pieces of horn or glass were fixed together
with strips'! of lead'?. The bottom window (b) was bigger
and put in later, when glass was cheaper.

l.tmber o AK# 7 polished  adj. BEH
,,,,,,,, WE  8hom  on_ #
¥#  9.soak v
,,,,,,,,,,,,, #1L 10 flaten
Eh o Moswip o
AR 12. lead n




15



