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Wi1o Is OpraAH WINFREY?

T here are many talk-show hosts on American television,
but there is only one Oprah. Her unique style is copied
by many, from interviewers to politicians. But none has been
able to match either her popularity or her income. Her Oprah
Winfrey Show is broadcast to 132 countries worldwide. Her
combined talents and business sense will soon make Oprah the
United States’ first African-American billionaire. Her show has
received over thirty Emmys and numerous other awards for
achievement.

Some blame Oprah for turning daytime television into a string
of shows about freaks and terrible relationships. In spite of this
charge, she is one of her country’s most beloved celebrities —
and one of its most influential people.

Being famous
Fame is a major factor in Oprah's daily:
it took her by surprise at first. She once:
was walking down the street the ot A
and a woman bus driver pulled her
_jumped off it, and ran down the street
my hand. The bus was full, and this :
o’clock traffic, but the passengers lov
Everyone was clapping, and | said to m
“This is something. | must be a somebody!”
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In 1988, Oprah
received the
People's Choice
Award and the
International
Radio and
Television
Society's award
as Broadcaster of
the Year.

In the USA, over twenty million
viewers a week watch her show. She
has an Internet website packed with
topics of interest for her audience.
Her new magazine, O, puts her point
of view on the news stands. Harpo,
her production company, produces
movies for television and cinema.
Whether these shows star Oprah
herself or other actors, they are
stamped with her values and ideas.

MOST TRUSTED

What is her secret to success? She is possibly
the most trusted woman in America. Her fans
trust her to entertain, inspire, educate and
understand. They trust her to accept them just
as they are, even when she challenges them to
be better. At the same time, to many, Oprah
Winfrey feels like a television version of their
favourite next-door neighbour. In fact, most
of her fans are not in awe of her — they just
want to invite her round for coffee.



BRS BVY LS HEP T EE EBS B O REDE FAN DEDP EOS CLE LA TOS 5SS R PE R

HEXE, BAAATZARUAKREBROTE. A —1TH
ReMys, EHEARMANERNBIEE, EREL, BFHAIDIR
FE(OY EEHEHON A BASEHIEL FTEDBMNE MERE
HWh, TREREFWEEA CERARMRA, XEELKMITLET
S EIYT (B & B A ED .

RRIEENA

BRE LR DI IR R 4B ? AR XEBRZEENLAT. ¥
ZI NMEME i, ERMRBRFRA., BERKR. HEHEF AR, H
PR, HAVEE R EEBIRZ A RABEF, BRI 24 BE) k)
EE AW Ak, R, EFE2AWE, KREL - GHFERBRE 10
PAR AT 4B JE . Skhr b, AR B HPRE H S BR—AabIEH
JE i Sk — A2 RE g

o news stand IR, BB EL
e star v. HE(EH)

G 00 000 000 000000000 000000000 000 00000000000 OCPPECOCETCCETSOSECESEOCEOEOGRSECEOTESEOES .



FirsT YEARS IN CHANGING TIMES

prah Winfrey was born on 29 January 1954 to unmarried

teenage parents, in Kosciusko, Mississippi, one of the
poorest areas of the USA. Her biblical name Orpah was misspelt
on her birth certificate by the midwife, making her Oprah. No
one ever corrected the mistake. When she was still a baby, her
mother, Vernita Lee, left Oprah to be raised by her maternal
grandparents.

At her grandparents’ farm, Oprah was poor, and lonely. ‘The
nearest neighbour was a blind man up the road. There weren’t
other kids . . . no playmates, no toys except for the one corncob
doll. I played with the animals and made speeches to the cows.’

SPEAKING FROM EXPERIENCE

Oprah lived in terror of her grandfather, who tried to shoo her
away with his cane. Her grandmother beat Oprah when she
misbehaved. She told Oprah that she was doing it for her own
good, because she loved her. ‘I still don’t think that was love,’
says Oprah now, and she has often spoken out on her shows
against child abuse, believing that it is partly to blame for many
of society’s problems today, because of the message of violence
and lack of understanding it sends to young people.
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‘Oprah’s law’
i 1991 Oprah testified before the US Senota
- of the National Child Protection Act that she
initiated. This resulted in a national law, that re
all convicted child abusers be listed on
database. Known to many as the ‘Oprah bill’,
law’, it was signed into law in her presence
Clinton on 20 December 1993.

Oprah Winfrey speaking
at the inauguration of
President Clinton, 17
January 1993. In that
same year she witnessed
President Clinton signing
into law the 'Oprah bill'
against child abuse.
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LOVE OF LEARNING

Oprah’s grandmother taught her to read by the time she was

three. When Oprah started kindergarten at the age of five — the
time when most children start being taught to read in

‘Reading gave me the USA — she was bored. Fortunately, Oprah was good
hope. For me it at speaking up for herself, even then. She wrote her
was the open teacher a note: ‘Dear Miss New. I don’t think I belong
door.’ here.” Impressed with Oprah’s skills, Miss New moved

?9;;;0 Lol g her up to first grade — with the six year olds — right
' . , away.

Bigger changes lay ahead. Around 1960, Oprah was moved north
to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to live with her mother. Oprah had
to get used to living in a city instead of the country, and to living
with a parent she barely knew. She did not feel at home there,
or even very welcome. ‘I felt like I was an outcast. I don’t know
why mother ever decided she wanted me. She wasn’t equipped
to take care of me. I was just an extra burden to her.” Oprah’s
half-sister, Patricia, had lighter skin, which Oprah thought made
her prettier. So Oprah decided that she would take comfort in
being the cleverer of the two.

At the end of first grade Oprah moved south again, this time
to Nashville, Tennessee, to live briefly with her father, Vernon

Winfrey. Once again, teachers recognized her ability and moved
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Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, in
the 1960s,
about the time
when Oprah
was moved
there to live
with her
mother, whom
she

barely knew.

her up, this time to third grade. Then she returned to live with
her mother in Milwaukee. Despite being shuffled between
parents, she did well in school and learnt how to work hard to
get ahead. ‘I felt it happen in the fourth grade. Something came
over me. I turned in a book report early and it got such a good
response, I thought, “I’m gonna do that again.”’

LEARNING DIFFERENT RULES

Moving between two parents showed her the difference that
parents’ expectations and limits can make. ‘ Growing up, I acted
differently when being raised by my mother than being raised
by my father. [With her} I would break curfew. 1’d stay out.
I’d run the streets. Because I knew I could get away with it ...
On the other hand, my father didn’t even have to say it. You
just knew ...’
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