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The Little Shepherd Boy (Germany)

Once upon a time there was a little shepherd boy
who was famed far and wide for the wise answers which
he gave to all questions. Now the king of the country
heard of this lad, but he would not believe what was
said about him, so the boy was ordered to come to court.
When he arrived the king said to him: “If you can give
me answers to each of the three questions which I will
now put to you, I will bring you up as my own child,
and you shall live here with me in my palace.”

“What are these three questions?” asked the boy.

“The first is: How many drops of water are there in
the sea?”

“My lord king,” replied the shepherd boy, “let all -
the waters be stopped up on the earth, so that not one
drop shall run into the sea before I count it, and then I
will tell you how many drops there are in the sea!”

“The second question,” said the king, “is: How many
stars are there in the sky?”

famed adj 5&EH bring (you) up v-phr 8 ({R)
put (questions) to (you) v-phr stopped up v-phr #HE
a1 (#7) 12 (i3 )



“Give me a large sheet of paper,” said the boy; and
then he made in it with a pin so many minute holes
that they were far too numerous to@ see or to count,
and dazzled the eyes of whoever looked at them. This
done, he said: “So many stars are there in the sky as@®
there are holes in this paper; now count them.” But
nobody was able. Thereupon the king said: “The third
question is: How many seconds are there in eternity?”

“In Lower Pomerania is situated the adamantine
mountain, one mile in height, one mile in breadth, and
one mile deep;® and there comes a bird once in every
thousand years which rubs its beak against the hill,
and, when the whole shall be rubbed away, then will
the first second of eternity be gone by.”

“You have answered the three questions like a sage,”
said the king, “and from henceforward you shall live with
me in my palace, and I will treat you as my own child.”

— Jakob and Wilhelm Grimm

minute adj §/RY adamantine odj BBR T
numersus adj BREMH eternity n k18

dazzied v E BB sagen ZA

thereupon adv Bl ; BEED henceforward adv 4/
Lower Pomerania BUM%R At (= henceforth)
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©Q ..they were far too numerous to see or to count.
too-+adj/adv+to-v: B—PERAREM
He speaks too fast for me to understand. #i{iF AR T + BRIFFR
A -
The news is too good to be true. JEBIFBHRUBLE -
© So many stars are there in the sky as there are
holes in this paper
G WAIERIEFE : There are so many stars in the sky as... * i
HIHKRIED » so...a5s —RABTEER - 5F XL as...as
{ do not have so many friends as you. B84 S8k - (BEQ)
I'have as many friends as you. BMBIREMM—HS o (HFD)
I cannot run so fast as you. ZTEEMBRF—HE - (TH)
I can run as fast as you. R B AMSIRIR— itk - (Fa)

© One mile in height, one mile in breadth, and one
mile deep.

fERRIE - in height A24 high © in breadth 8124 broad :
deep %K in depth - BXFE -
The skyscraper is one hundred storeys high. It is over a thousand
feetin height. BEXABEHE—EE - BERY—TER
The pavement is two metres wide / two metres in width. 17 A



E A Reply of a Boy to Cardinal
Angelotto (taly)

The Roman cardinal Angelotto, a sarcastic and
quarrelsome man, was long on words but short on@®
common sense. At the time when Pope Eugenius was
in Florence, a very clever ten-year-old boy came to visit
Angelotto and in a few words® made him a brilliant
speech. Angelotto wondered at the maturity and polish
of the boy’s diction and asked him some questions,
which he answered cleverly. Turning to the bystanders
Angelotto said: “Those who display such intelligence
and learning in their childhood decrease in wit as they
increase in age,® and finally turn out to be stupid.”
Then the boy retorted: “Then you must indeed have been
extraordinarily learned and wise when you were young.”
The Cardinal was staggered at this impromptu witty

sarcastic adj REXIWH diction n Aid
quarrelsome adj 798K bystanders n £ A
long on / short on aodj KT / R4 wit n Y E R
Pope Eugenius TEREHE retort v R}

w&m (1383 — 1447)
maturity n %

stagger v BiR

impromptu adj ik
polish n X% R BINN



reply, for he had been rebuked for@® his foolishness by
what he thought was a mere child.
— Poggio Bracciolini

rebuked v 3% mere adj RFE
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“Those who display such intelligence and learning in their

childhood decrease in wit as they increase in age.”) fLB R
W HEBAE S M TT o7 (WERBEMMR : “Then you
must indeed have been extraordinarily learned and wise when
you were young.”)
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© ..waslong on words but short on common sense.
long on words {8k TiE%F
He is long on brains. fii @8 &EIA °
short on common sense 1% A1
He is short on tact. L RBERE °
He is short on wit. b T~ X o



