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William Shakespeare
BBk - 5L IE(1564—1616)

About the poet

Two outward influences were powerful in developing the genius of Shake-
speare, the little village of Stratford, center of the most beautiful and romantic
district in rural England, and the great city London, the center of the world’s
political activity. In one he learned to know the natural man in his natural envi-
ronment; in the other, the social, the artificial man in the most unnatural of
surroundings. Shakespeare was baptized in the little parish church at Stratford-
on-Avon on the 26th of April, 1564, three days after his birth. His father, John
Shakespeare, was a farmer’s son from the neighboring village, who came to
Stratford about 1511, and began to prosper as a trader in corn, meat, leather,
and other agricultural products. Shakespeare probably attended for a few years
the endowed grammar school at Stratford, where he picked up the “small Latin
and less Greek” to which his learned friend Ben Jonson refers. When Shake-
speare was about fourteen years old his father lost his little property and fell in-
to debt, and the boy probably left school to help support the family of younger
children. In 1582, Shakespeare was married to Anne Hathaway, the daughter of
a peasant family, who was eight years older than her boy husband. From nu-

merous sarcastic references to marriage made by the characters in his plays, and
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from the fact that he soon left his wife and family and went to London, it is
generally alleged that the marriage was a hasty and unhappy one.

Of his life in London from 1587 tol611, the period of his greatest literary
activity, many of his plays were popular and quite a number of them were pub-
lished in his life time. After his death a collection of his plays, 37 in all, were
published in folio form by two of his friends in 1623. After his enormous success
in London, he retired to his native town to live quietly with his wife and daugh-
ters. He died on the probable anniversary of his birth, April 23, 1616.

It is generally asserted that, if Shakespeare had written no plays, his poem
alone would have given him a commanding place in the Elizabethan Age. His
sonnets, 154 in number, are the only direct expression of the poet’s own feel-

ings, they were published together in 1609.

Sonnet 29

~ When, in disgrace’ with Fortune and men’s eyes,
| all alone beweep® my outcast state®,
And trouble deaf heav’n with my bootless! cries
And look upon myself® , and curse my fate,
Wishing me like to® one more rich in hope,
Featured like him’, like him with friends possessed?,
Desiring this man’s art’ and that man’s scope'®,
With what | most enjoy contented least .
Yet'?, in these thoughts' myself almost despising™ ,
Heply"| think on thee, and then my state'®,
Like to the lark at break of day arising,
From sullen earth'’, sings hymns at heaven’s gate,
For thy sweet love remembered'®such wealth brings

That then | scorn to change'® my state with kings® .

B ERBBE 2



. in disgrace; disfavor, out of favour K%, HHR
. beweep: weep over, lament BE}L

. outcast state: condition of being outcast, rejected JRM HIIF A
. bootless: hopeless, useless, without remedy fEF5

. like to; like

. featured like him. beautiful like his IR A —HEZ(R

. with friends possessed: possessed with friends (with a set of friends) J~ 32
K

9. art; skill of any kind (involving skill, craft, learning, literary achievement)

A4

10. scope: range of accomplishment, plentiful opportunities, intellectual range
RO

11. contented least: (least satisfied)with the things of which I have most Xif++-+--
BB

12. yet; still, even than

13. thoughts; considerations

14. myself almost despising: JLF/ER AT

15. heply: by chance; with a suggestion also of “happily” 3&#f

1
2
3
4
5. look upon myself: engage in self-contemplation §4%%
6
7
8

16. state: mental or emotional mood

17. sullen earth: dark, shadowy earth, with some connotations of melancholy BB
oy i)

18. thy sweet love remembered: the recollection of your sweet love for me; or the
recollection of your sweet self, whom I love BRI B E; HBILFL
Z R

19. scorn to change: wouldn’t consider changing &-+--++ Rt B — 5
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20. kings: plural; or plural possessive, “kings’” or singular possessive, “king’

s”= that of a king

RS

T T RAR “B#UA” (sonnet), EN—FiFHERX, AYEETF+=
HLEREARA, BT UL, BRFAFARSERA (Petrarch) #Z5EHE
B, BA—FAERBRMFFRCE, —HEEZES. AEFALDY - 45
(Thomas Wyatt 1503—1542) #EEXFI+ W75 #B%EH, FRET=1
Eith B G+ TR, 8RS REE LRk, B, EAH
A+ TR — e R E A T — 2, $RIRI T &% T e+ m
fla, REERR T4 REBLURE, HFU “I5+ T &+ LT
(Shakespearian Sonnet) fE}3&Ek+ MUTiF A FREX BT “Ei5H 5+
fF#F” (Petrachan Sonnet),

BRPF TN EREMFIR A E S (ambic pentameter), {HEH
HHXFIRWBH. BRBFHA T 038 — M2 abbaabba cdecde, Ti
Wt AR A+ PUAT R B9 S ababededefefgg, MR | AT LUE H BiFh 1 00
TSNS EOBRRRRE . EEHFE&+ NTH2 RIS (octave),
MIGERTT (sestet) BIERSY. RI/\IT—MRBRAR —FHR, 25— %k 55,
JEANTTRERE RN BT # R MRS 0TS, S8R e E s i e 619
B, W+ M7 35 5 M4y, Bl =44 (quatrain) F— B A
(couplet) , #—MMUFT45IEAR—HERRROHE, &5 —MB40—ET
I =MUAT TR B SRS RITE, ARELE - EaNER,

DLW AT RBIBIES, T 1609 £R% T 154 B+ AT,
FEEFIRER T —EFEM ki, REBBIAREH AR+ T 5+ puiF
FFATLAS HRTS B ERS, B . B4 54 B FHRT 126 HRME A Bk
LBRMG 26 B . FILAEH, WA+ TR AR B E A AR,
iXX‘T?Tﬁ?/}::f:tbﬂﬁﬂ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ*ﬂfﬂﬂ@f\iiﬁ*%%@%ﬁTﬁ?iﬁB@ﬁ."‘,@*ﬂ
Bk,
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XE RO T IS THEFA L B PRAl . X3 ARSI fE 52
B, MIEEREIANAEMELR, Ru—ERBECFFENAL, tR—0
WMHELET, BIBRZE HBEVRZEK.

BHROE T ARR T RREENOE, B “RETais HEZF
ABBER”, FFEiE “when” (.- FHE) BRETEBERFR, UIFRFARTH
ARAEBARTFREES . R, BETRITHERENRIGR, HHIH
MpBZ EREHEMEMN . FITHERFARNECHTEAMFTREL M
HRM, X—1TH “state” —AAWNES L, H—FRit&Hifi(an estate or a
person’s status), H TRk T ARBRRME (a state of mind), HHb, “out-
cast” (HMFH) HHEZEBFMEE (outcast from Eden) HWEEEE. TS
=, WEfTH, ARMXKIKRETSIEROTXR, ERSMMMmE, R
AESK B FARZIMMIRAHTE, M7 “BRE” (trouble) X, “HHEMEBEHE
#” (cursed my fate),

AR -/ FT (the second quatrain) BRI TEXTEIRENE
B, ihFHE A C RIS ATHERTELI4E (like to one more rich in hope);
R, EBAT, WAGSEFIRIRLEMETRIOAN, “BIAIBREH X, 75
B 4%” (Featured like him, like him with friends possessed), “#& 3B AKX H
A#” (Desiring this man’s art and that man’s scope), X8, #FAZkZEHFH—
HWEM R ZENRA, I “featured” BEAIPEEM (handsome) MI& XA
{7 B (having a prominent position) JEE; “art” ATLIEHN. BB H =k
HifE; “scope” ERIFRIEVLEAMI¥Z (plentiful opportunities), FFEANZE
F &Y (range of accomplishment) W, F]EEBRE AMNE HTEE (mental stam-
ina), RBEZLBMBZBAUZETEACHHAANFRUBRIARHEET
(With what I most enjoy contented least) , B 5 W, ¢ A X EEHKF &
R (paradox), WISRTEBIEMAE, HiEEFIMENBEAFEASBALEX
SR HEMBEEE, AETRMBRRIETH IR .

EYFALTRBEEMNARAER, “JLFEACHEHE" (Yet in these
thoughts myself almost despising) H.OAR, HERRNNKE, — 4S5 AEHE
ABHMAHER T, FABRZBEREOBR, OEENRETERWTL,

5 BERZw 2 = -
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EAEARER T AT BRI F 4. A ], B # “Min—RzERE
Bhsat B | 25” (Like to the lark at break of day arising), FIEHK. =&
WA S RXE P, ERRTHN—-XOFH, FARSNER,
HIFBRIEMAWRE, ZENKENETIRORES, NEEFKPHEE.
MR REBEEATRIRS £, HHREENE, RAEKRBELE “BHEK”
(sullen), BRT B bk 52 RS NEE, EEENRE N
LHARLERBRBHER. MK CENERAKAE, BSTHEHA (K
MZERFAN) BOEFRARES R, n&ErhmX%E, IBRMERK (sings hymns
at heaven’s gate) , AR ASIH A CESHMF4E,

ERENBAE, MAKBKELTLET, MAEEAMKENE L
KRB, RZMEMR—-FBEMAZ. HEOSRLZANER. “A
MR B R, RERES, MERFENEMN, RERBS5Z3%#H” (For thy
sweet love remembered such wealth brings/ That I scorn to change my state
with kings. ), RFAFTAIR) wealth —iAl#IE+8 S48 H H RO X, MAES 1
WiT (547847 BETRBHAARSHM L. F4. HLBS. HFAREN
iz PRI H 4 R A BT RS AR R RS, B Wit T B E ARk & A BT IZ B
WABBIEMKERNEE. FAROE (state) WEEH4E T 7458
WP —FIREAESE, XHE—NREFARBFRERATH L, TEH
RN ERNBERR, TR, BREEEEKRMEARS HORERT.

Quoestions

1. What sort of sentiments does the poet want to convey? How does he convey
such sentiments?

2. Why does the poet compare himself to the lark after he remembers his beloved?

3. State the central idea of the sonnet.

4. Analyze the relation between the form division and the thought division of the

sonnet.
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