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PREFACE

The aercspace industzry in new China has experienced 40 Years of glorious de-
velopment. Tn 1956 the Party Central Committee made the brilliant decision to de-
velop China’s aerospace industry. In 1958 Chairman Mso Zedong issued a great
call — — “We’'ll also develop man —made satellite. "In 1965 China drew up the
first space plan 1o develop, produce and launch man — made earth satellite. On
April 24, 1970, China’s first man —made earth satellite, Dongfanghong 1 started
trevelling through space, and China became the fifth country in the world which
was ahle to independently develop, produce and launch man—made satellite, This
marked the first milestone in the history of China’s aerospace industry, In 1875
China successfully launched a recoverable remote sensing earth satellite with Long
March IT carrier rocket for the first time and became the third country in the
world which was able to retrieve satellite from earth orbit. This marked the sec-
ond milestone, In 1984 and 1986 China successively launched tele — communica-
tions satellite and practical telecommunications and broadcasting satellite with the
new Long March IIT carrier rocket. This showed that China had mastered the
technologies of launching, observing and control, satellite telecommunications,
etc. It was the third milestone. On April 7, 1990 China undertock the first busi-
ness to launch foreign satellite, and brought Asiasat 1 telecommunications satellite
accurately into the orbit. The tremendous achievements of the acrospace industry
in new China turned pecple’s dream of space flight into reality. Over the past forty
years China’s aerospace industry started from scratch and scored world — known
brilliant achievernents. This fully demonstrates the Chinese nation's daring to
stand among the nationalities of the warld. For 30 years of development,China's
aerospace industry is open to the outside world and successfully takes a step for-
werd to engage in the international commercial satellite launching businesses. It

has entered the international market with its credit and drawn the attention of the



world aerospace circles. To propagate our country's space achievernents and com-
memaorate space launching and the great events in connection with aerospace »the
competent depar - tments in China have issued many space philatelic items, such
as (memorial) cover, cards, aerogram postmark, etc. ,of which quite a few are
uniquely designed and exquisitely manufactured and bhecome treasure to
philatelists. In particular,the sixteenth recoverable scientific exploration satellite
which successfully returned with carried cover has greatly raised the reputation
and status of ocur country’s philatelic items in the international philately.

While collecting and sorting out China’s space philately items, we deem it
necessary to publish a book about China’s space philately items,which is also the
expectation of space philatelists. So we have made the attempt to edit a picture
catalogue. We expect 1o demonstrate the development and achievements of China's
new aergspace industry through the introduction of philately items and to let the
people all over the world know China’s arrospace industry through the small win-
dow of the picture catalogue. We hope it can become the friends of all philatelists.
This picture catalogue will becomea gift to 47th Conference of the International
Astronautic Federation held in Beijing and the 40th anniversary of the establish-
ment of China’s aeruspace industry.

This book of Picture catalogue was edited under the supports of many leaders
of China National Defence Science Technology and Industry Commission and Chi-
na Sateilite Launch Tracking and Control Genoral (CLLTC). We also very happy
that the General Zang Aiping wrote the name for thisbook and Li xin, Gao
Shuan, Han Xueyao. Chen Ensheng, Li Sujuan, Xie Zhenzhong, Xiao Hong, Ma
Yao, Xu Enhao, Pu Zhaoyan, Gu Zhenhua, and Gong Xiaoguang gave us much
help. Mr. Ling Fugen 1s correclor and review. Grateful acknowledgments should
give all of them. Owing to limited time and restrictions of conditions, this book
must have some defects. We sincerely hope the experts and readers point them out

s0 as to improve on the boolk.

Editor
December 1985
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