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University of Cambridge

1. University of Cambridge
gl B X F

The mission of the University of Cambridge is to contribute to@ society
through the pursuit of education, learning, and research at the highest
international levels of excellence. Its core values are freedom of thought and
expression and freedom from discrimination@.

The University of Cambridge is a loose
confederation® of faculties, colleges, and other
bodies. Tt works with a relatively small central
administration, and with central governing and
supervisory bodies consisting of the academic
personnel of the faculties and colleges. An
unusually large part of Cambridge’s day-to-day
administration is carried out by teaching staff on
behalf of their colleagues, and the University’s legislative structure is in practice
open to consultation® and participation.

To understand how the “Cambridge” structure operates, it helps to keep the
historical origins in mind. The University was established in about 1209 to
examine and to confer degrees. The first Colleges, each autonomous® and
independent with its own governing body and charter, were established later,
from 1284, principally to teach and house students at all levels.

Today, the Colleges are mainly concerned with the teaching of their

undergraduates and the academic support of both graduate and undergraduate

contribute to & B F, Xy - i 57 ik

discrimination [ diskrimi'neifon] n. ¥, X 557
confederation [ kanfeda'reifon] n. BEFS, BE8H
consultation [ konsol'teifon] n. UAR,BERT, 2R

autonomous [ o:'tonamas] adj. HI&H
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students, and of scholars and research workers of outstanding merit. The
University employs professors, readers, lecturers and other teaching and
administrative staff who provide the formal teaching. The Colleges supplement®
their teaching with supervisions, given by fellows or others appointed by the
College, and each College also provides library and other learning resources
exclusively for its own members.

Today, the University retains sole responsibility for examinations and for
conferring® degrees. The Colleges, on the other hand, have responsibility for
selecting, admitting and accommodating all undergraduate students, and a
student cannot enter the University unless he or she also becomes a member of a
College. However, the University lays down the admission qualifications for
undergraduate students, and also has certain controls over the statutes of the
individual colleges.

Colleges

There are 31 colleges in Cambridge. Three are for women ( New Hall,
Newnham and Lucy Cavendish) and two admit only graduates ( Clare Hall and
Darwin). Each College is an independent institution with its own property and
income. The Colleges appoint their own staff and are responsible for selecting
students, in accordance with® University regulations. The teaching of students is
shared between the Colleges and University departments. Degrees are awarded
by the University.

Within each College, staff and students of all disciplines are brought
together. This cross-fertilization has encouraged the free exchange of ideas.
Trinity and St John’s have also established science parks, providing facilities for
students, and making a significant contribution to Cambridge as a center of
innovation® and technology.

Queens’ College

First founded in 1448 by Margaret of Anjou, Queens’ is fiercely proud of its

supplement [ 'saplimant] v. M35, %%
confer [ kon'fo:] v. 12 F, BT
in accordance with 3% B

innovation [ \inau'veifon] n. 3%, BI%F
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royal patronesses®, including its most recent, the late Queen Elizabeth’s
Mother. The history of the college, much like its architecture, is rich, complex
and varied. The main College site sits astride® the River Cam, the two halves
joined across the river by the famous Mathematical Bridge. This watery division
can give visitors the impression of stepping across the bridge from the twentieth
century to the fifteenth. Regardless of age of the buildings, the available space
in College has been used to increase and improve facilities for the benefit of all
members of the College. Even the famous medieval Old Hall is used for student
concerts, parties, rehearsals® and dinners. Today the college has become one of
the most modern and comfortable working Colleges in Cambridge without having
lost any of the historical charm.

The Trinity College

The history of Trinity goes back to the reign of Henry VI and most of its
major buildings date from the 16th and 17th centuries. The beauty and size of
Trinity’s courts attract visitors from all over the world, but the College is also a
thriving, modern community.

Trinity College was founded by Henry VIl in 1546, combining Michaelhouse
and King’s Hall. Michaelhouse had existed since 1324 ; King’s Hall had been
established by Edward I in 1317.

T Undergraduates of the 16th century included

Francis Bacon, philosopher and statesman, and
the Earl of Essex, a favorite of Elizabeth I. The
poets George Herbert, Andrew Marvell and John
Dryden were at Trinity in the 17th century. Isaac
Newton, one of the greatest scientists, entered the
College as an undergraduate in 1661 and remained
at Trinity until 1696, by which time his most
important mathematical and scientific work had

been completed. Byron, Thackeray, and Tennyson were Trinity undergraduates

@ patroness [ 'peitranis] n. LY A, LB H
@ astride [ os'traid ] adv. 5%
®  rehearsal [ri'hasol] n. HEW, W
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in the early part of the 19th century.

Famous figures associated with Trinity in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries include James Clerk Maxwell, author of the theory of
electromagnetism; J. J. Thomson and Emest Rutherford, two of the pioneers of
atomic physics; the historian G. M. Trevelyan; philosophers Bertrand Russell
and Ludwig Wittgenstein; Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of India;
and the novelist Vladimir Nabokov.

Life at Trinity has changed greatly over the centuries but the strong academic
tradition has been maintained. In science and economics, for example, Trinity
has provided 31 Nobel Prize winners. Today the College is part of a forward-

looking University renowned for the excellence of its teaching and research.
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Oxford is a unique and historic institution. As the oldest English university,
it lays claim to® eight centuries of continuous existence. There is no clear date
of foundation, but teaching existed at Oxford in some form in 1096 and

developed rapidly from 1167, when Henry II banned English students from

® lay claim to B3R, £k, ALY
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attending the University of Paris.

In the 13th century, rioting between students
and townspeople hastened® the establishment of
primitive halls of residence. These were succeeded
by the first of Oxford’s colleges, which began as
medieval “halls of residence”. University, Balliol
and Merton Colleges, established between 1249
and 1264, were the oldest.

Less than a century later, Oxford had
achieved eminence@ in every field of learning,

and won the praises of popes, kings and sages by

virtue of® its antiquity®, curriculum, doctrine and disciplinary® advantage. In
1355, Edward Il paid tribute to® the University for its invaluable contribution to
learning; he also commented on the services rendered to the state by
distinguished Oxford graduates.

Oxford early on became a center for lively controversy@, with scholars
involved in religious and political disputes. John Wyclif, a 14th-century Master
of Balliol, campaigned for a bible in the vernacular® | against the wishes of the
papacy@. In 1530, Henry VI forced the University to accept his divorce from
Catherine of Aragon. During the Reformation in the 16th century, the Anglican
churchmen Cranmer, Latimer and Ridley were tried for heresy® and burnt at the
stake in Oxford.

In the late 17th century, the Oxford philosopher John Locke, suspected of

hasten [ 'heisn] ». {23, fiNE

eminence [ 'eminons] n. Bk, Bk, X

by virtue of {K%E, H1F

antiquity [ en'tikwiti] n. H, HE

disciplinary [ 'disiplinori] adj. ¥R, %869, %K
pay tribute to #4% , M4

controversy [ 'kontravaisi] n. 4%, Bit, &R
vernacular [ va'nzkjulo] adj. 7 H K

papacy [ 'peipasi] n. B2

heresy [ 'herasi] n. H¥E, B#
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treason®, was forced to flee the country. The 18th century was an era of
scientific discovery and religious revival. Edmund Halley, Professor of
Geometry, predicted the return of the comet that bears his name; John and
Charles Wesley’s prayer meetings laid the foundations of the Methodist Society.

The University assumed a leading role in the Victorian era, especially in
religious controversy. From 1811 onwards the Oxford Movement sought to
revitalize@ the Catholic aspects of the Anglican Church. One of its leaders, John
Henry Newman, became a Roman Catholic in 1845 and was later made a
Cardinal. In 1860 the new University Museum was the site of a famous debate
between Thomas Huxley, the champion of evolution, and Bishop Wilberforce.

From 1878, academic halls were established for women, who became
members of the University in 1920. Since 1974, all but one of Oxford’s 39
colleges have changed their statutes to admit both men and women. St Hilda’s
remains the only women’s college.

In the years since the war, Oxford has added to its humanistic core a major
new research capacity in the natural and applied sciences. In so doing, it has
enhanced and strengthened its traditional role as a focus for learning and a
forum® for intellectual debate.

At present, the university has 39 official Colleges of the University and 7
Permanent Private Halls.

New College

New College is one of the largest Oxford colleges, with ‘some 400
undergraduates and nearly 200 graduates. It is, like all Oxford colleges, an
autonomous, self-governing institution. The governing body consists of the
Warden and Fellows, with both undergraduate and graduate students
represented. Most Fellows of the College are both College Tutors and University
Lecturers in the subjects which are taught here. Others are University Professors
and Junior Research Fellows who do not engage in tutorial teaching.

New College is, of course, first and foremost an intellectual community.

@® treason ['tritzn] n. H¥, HEEH, KER
@ revitalize [ riz'vaitolaiz] v. 4K TS, BEE
@ forum ['foiram] n. #1z, itibL
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Most Fellows are engaged in academic research as well as teaching, and many of
them are world experts in their subject. The College is a place in which staff and
students alike engage in a lively exchange of ideas. For all members of New
College, the discussion not only with specialists in one’s own field but also with
experts in very different disciplines is ansexciting and enriching one.

Green College

Green College brings together academic excellence and contemporary
awareness, with a primary focus on human welfare in today’s world. The College
is dedicated to the needs of graduate students. It has a pre-eminence in clinical
medicine, as directed by the College’s founders, but its specialties have
broadened considerably in recent years. Today it attracts the most talented
students and researchers in all aspects of medicine, health, education, welfare,
the environment and the social, behavioral and life sciences. The College was
established in 1979 and named after its principal benefactors, Dr Cecil Green
and his wife, Dr Ida Green. At the center of the College estate is the magnificent
Radcliffe Observatory, built 200 years ago and inspired by the Tower of the
Winds in Athens. Many regard the Observatory as one of Europe’s most beautiful

buildings.
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