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Introduction

Folktales from around the World

HRBIEIRIR

Every culture has special stories that

, get passed down from one generation
‘ to another. Sometimes these stories teach

: a lesson, but other times they are told just for

fun. In Folktales from around the World, we hope that you will en-
joy these stories, and learn something about foreign cultures.
And, while doing so, improve your reading abilities in English!

Each story is followed by a series of questions designed fo
test how well you followed the story and remembered it. Though
stories are, by nature, brief, each one is sfill long enough to
provide a challenge: Can you concentrate on thinking in English
for an extended length of time? Hopefully by
the end of this book you will be able to!
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@ There was a point in time when the animals
and the humans lived together peacefully. But
eventually as the human population grew, the
relationship between the two groups began to
change. The vast empty spaces that divided the
animals and the humans slowly disappeared until
one day they lived side by side. More and more
humans began to move onto land that the animals
occupied. The animals were not too happy about
what was happening, so they decided that some-
thing must be done or their way of life would be in
great danger. The problem was brought before the
king of the animalis.

® The king knew of the problem with the hu-
mans. As a young lion cub, his father had warned
him that one day there might be a great battle if
the boundaries were no longer respected. The
lion king knew that once the humans started to
build their homes on the animals’ land, the ani-
mals would never be able to get rid of them. The
lion king needed to fix the problem now.

~ The Animals Go to War
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ﬁ The Animals Go to War

® As the lion king gathered his loyal subjects he
sought an end to the spreading of the humans
onto their land. After much discussion there was .
little they could do to resolve the situation peace-
fully. The humans were not ones that could be
dealt with reasonably. It was decided that the ani-
mals would go to war.

® The king sent out a declaration calling all the
animals to meet at his palace. It only took a few
days, but eventually animals throughout the land
made the journey to be with their king. There were
big animals and small animals. There were ani-
mals that were both old and young. Each present-
ed themselves before their king to serve in his
army against the humans.

® “What duty shall we perform to serve our
king?” asked the elephants.

'\"ocabular' @ @

mduty @ B = declaration @ H4
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ﬁ The Animals Go to War

® “You will be very useful because of your great
size,” said the lion king, “We will have you carry
our weapons and supplies. You will be able to
carry them long distances and the humans will be
intimidated by your bulk.” The animals in the
palace nodded in approval.

® “What duty shall we perform to serve our
king?”asked the eagles.

O “You are the most powerful birds in the land, ”
said the king, “You will be able to fly long and far
and observe the humans. You will also be able to
attack them from above by surprise. The humans
will be afraid to go outdoors when you are in the
skies above.” The animals in the palace nodded

in approval.

© “What duty shall we perform to serve our
king?”asked the tigers. '
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ﬁ The -Animals Go to War

® “You will be very useful because of your
strength, ” said the king, “You are as fast and as
strong as the lions. With your long claws and
sharp teeth the humans will be afraid of you as
well. 7 The animals in the palace nodded in ap-
proval.

® “What duty shall we perform to serve our
king?” asked the giraffes.

® “You will be very useful because of your great
height, ” said the king, “You will be able to see
over the trees and hilltops. The humans will not
be able to surprise us now that you are here to
help us.” The animals in the palace nodded in
approval.

® “What duty shall we perform to serve our
king?” asked the crocodiles.
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