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The Commemoration of the 120th

Anniversary of Lu Xun's Birth

B RIER 120 F£

“It’s true that I spend a lot of time examining and

criticising others, but I spend still more time

criticising myself.”

T Xun

BR: ARE.
MEHERDERRPOBEIARR .
MEHSRBEE,

(BEHR) # (BEREESR) £H.

Zhou Shuchun

—Senior Research Fellow of

Centre for World Affairs Studies,

Xinhua News Agency;

Director of Reference News Department,
Editor-in-chief of Reference News and
International Herald Tribune,

Xinhua News Agency.




YR:Yang Rui
ZS:Zhou Shuchun
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Welcome to Dialogue. A series of
commemorative activities are being held
to pay tribute to a man who was born
120 years ago. Politicians talk about his
progressive positions, scholars discuss
his academic achievements, and millions
of young students read his writings in
their textbooks. This man has established
an unrivalled position in the Chinese
history of thoughts and literature. He is Lu
Xun. Joining us now in the studio to talk
about his influence is Zhou Shuchun,
Senior Research Fellow of Centre for World
Affairs Studies, Xinhua News Agency.
Welcome to Dialogue. Back in 1937, late
Chairman Mao Zedong said in Yan’an
that Lu Xun should be regarded as the
first and most important saint man right
after Confucius, if one is to understand
or discover more about China. Why is

Lu Xun elevated to such a high position?

MADEE) (FHEY. F\iEIEFBIF
ZLERIFENRFTETF— 120 F
AT A M AREE. BUARIK
WHEIE 2 235, FHER I
HERRE; BEITNERFE
BITRA S EMAER. hEF
E B LI HFE FERFH T
— X HI R, X DAFR &,
SREEFBINEBENEREN
£ EFRCIBHRP OSEHAR
REAWELLE, EMRMN—E
RiTEME K.
MOMAREKE] (XFiEY. B 1937
F, EEFFFFBEELHEPHR
BiRiT, MRBEALESH TR
FRAPENIE, BN IZEH
IFzZzERNE—. bEEREE
M—IEA. AtagRERA
B0t S H9 A VR ?
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It’s true that late Chairman Mao spoke
highly of Lu Xun all the time. He
compared Lu Xun as the number one
saint of modern China to Confucius in
feudal China, and called Lu Xun a
national hero who civilised the
progressive course of new culture for
the Chinese nation. Let me tell you
what happened on the day Lu Xun
died, or rather on the day in 1936 when
people in Shanghai took to the streets
to bid farewell to this giant. His coffin
was covered with a huge flag on
which three Chinese characters were
written, reading “the national soul”.
That was his status, and this status
remains as such, and his position
as a great thinker in modern China
is considered unshakeable. And as
Yu Dafu, also a famous writer of the
last century, said, if one wants to learn
about the overall national character or
spirit of China, there is no better way
or shortcut than to go through the
complete works of Lu Xun. That’s the
idea of his being the soul of the nation.
He was one of the few who best
understood China and the people of
his times, and probably the times

before and after.

B: ExFHEL—ESERZEN, i
ELLLERRPERNE—FA,
MFBPENE —FAFLFIRER
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REM XA Rt R k. 1L
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EEE. R EEHTREB LA
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YR But at the same time many Chinese intellectuals pointed out that he deliberately

Zs

BE

kept a distance from politics to maintain his own independence.

That’s probably true, but there are two things he shared in common with the
Communist Party. First, I think it is generally agreed that the ultimate purpose of
Lu Xun was to overthrow old China along with its institutions, and that’s what
Mao and his comrades were doing at the time. The only difference was that Mao
mostly fought with guns and Lu Xun with pens. But I think Lu Xun was considered
to have cooperated with Mao in fighting against the old society. And secondly,
despite the fact that he was one of the leftist writers, the more relevant fact is
that Lu Xun was the spokesman of the weak and the oppressed, and that’s
where the Communist Party had its roots and its bases. So it was a common goal
for Mao and Lu to liberate the weak and the oppressed.

During the current academic discussions about his influence on Chinese literature
and thought, many people say that he has taken on so many intellectuals, some
of whom we call revolutionaries, even in the camp of the Red Army. Why do
you think he was critical of people in both camps, the people in the camp of the
Kuomintang, and those who later on became high-ranking Communist
government officials?

I don’t think we should see the matter in terms of camps. I think the career of this
giant was to study the conditions of what is called the “Chinese patient” problem,
to study through a microscope the ailments, the sickening aspects of the national
character. Then he magnified what he found in front of the eyes of the people,
so people would be better aware of the ugly aspects of the national character.

BRINFEZ FEMIRS FHIEH, MARSBUARFEELURIS & RIh M.
ERATRE, ERERNOELSTERFEERIHHEMN. Bk, BAIAR
BEXLEARMLNRL BFRERBIRRERIDHE, X thR U0 £ 2 RMMBHE
BMNAZEwAN BT B—TEANRERR I TR F o, HoRREITZH
Fo BRIAY, ERMBULHEI P, SA-EUNEEIRNSEKE, 8-, R
ERLREMERZ—, BEEENR, tREBENREOENRSA, mHEMWE
BEDRPEITRORERE. AT TRANERR R, BUSEMRELER
bk E& B AR,

EHRTNFRITIRP, b PEXPLNBEE FOEPHE, F8A0A00EWN
THERRDT, HPERNFZAEGENA, BNREHQUEEE. LiANMHA
ARG EENAMSHITSER? XEADHERTFEREEE, HL/ERmY it
FRBANBRE R,

P HAARNFRZAEEOR R REFX NG, Hikh Mo %y SR RS <h

EmA” fia&E, Bid EMAMRERUMOEBINE S, REEH ABRISLIA,
UEAMNEEEIANRZIERMAE S AMMH—E.




What are the ugliest aspects of the
Chinese national character that he

was most critical of?

H: FoEPHFFERKERMED

BRMA T E BT AR?

A: it REFRHE, RE—MHL. BR

fthEafE R, MEIUARE.

ZS He was critical of many things, Wik, EOFA—ZELFAREMHHMRE
and it's very hard to generalise, .
but his works show, for example, #: BLXBHAHNHEHREMILUX
that he was highly critical of W?&%‘Jﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁté@&f&;@gﬁ;g
unhtc;alth};) te‘nderlllcies or‘ 3ua:itizsf ) iiﬁﬁﬁﬁsf‘fggm1; E\CP -
such as ! eing y;.)ocn ica 3 SxES —EREINED, FXEH
being a liar, of saying one thing > H TS EERK BRI
and doing another. MR8, BXERNBEHRT T

YR What’s the historical background T BRINPWION ERMBNFEZESR
that led Lu Xun to care so much ®BH T HRUESHBE— N EH—F
about the country in such a critical . R, TRECAELFERREH
way? EEA-TEREBRELIRE. 14

ZS Again it's hard to generalise, but 2. RFEDERREBERE. A, &

his times were characterised by
two major events. One is the 1911
Revolution in China, and then the
May 4th Movement. Before the
1911 Revolution, there were new
ideas introduced to reform and
modernise the country, but such
efforts didn’t get anywhere. And

FXfEHMAmEHT, FERNE
WM EEMEMIR: MINBEELR
BENNDEHBILBBENEERHN
B gellf s, AiCEIRERSE
B MAgARR L, BIRARMEHMEL.
fbiAl RIRMEE R 1EME T IBXK
RES, XtbRRIASBWLZEIM
B # EARERE.

then after the 1911 Revolution, led by Dr. Sun Yat-sen, which toppled the Qing
Dynasty, the last dynasty of the feudal society, people with wisdom and foresight
came to realise that China as a nation was not really much nearer to real democracy,
real independence, real peace or prosperity. So during the New Culture Movement
and the May 4th Movement, leading intellectuals in China came to agree that they
needed an emancipation of the mind on the part of the general public, which at
that time remained locked in the feudal rules and codes. So as far as Lu Xun was
concerned, he focused on what he considered the root of all the problems. That
was the character or personality of the nation, which he believed was depressed
and discouraged by the old culture. So that is why I think he was violently critical
of the old establishment.




