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From Ernest’ s point of view, the interview was going very well indeed. Six days before, he

had applied for a job with a small business company and now he was being interviewed by one of
the directors. The advertisement had invited applications from ambitious young men who would be
willing to travel abroad at short notice if necessary and who would not mind working irregular
hours. Ernest had taken great pains not to say anything silly and the director seemed to be most
impressed.

“You say, you’re not married, Mr Reeves, "the director said.

“No, sir,” Ernest answered. “I’ m getting married next June, but I’ m sure my future wife won’ t
have any objection to my keeping irregular hours. ”

“I see from your application form you have worked as a salesman for two years. Why do you wish
to change your job now?™“| found the work too dull,sir,”Ernest answered.

“That’ s a refreshing change, ” the director said. “Most young men these days seem to want
dull jobs. The first question young men ask me is whether the job I’ m offering carries a pen-
sion. They want to retire before they start! ”

“Does the job carry a pension, sir?”Ernest asked anxiously.
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The head of our electronics —design lab was in a bad mood, and it became worse when he
found a roll of acid —core solder on our supply shelf. “This kind of solder is not suitable for elec-
tronics work! "he lectured,and tossed it into a wastebasket.

A technician who had not been present for this episode later noticed the solder in the trash
and returned it to the supply shelf. When the boss spotted it, he lauched into an even louder tirade
than before, flinging the solder out our second - floor window.

The tension in the room had just begun to ease when there was a knock on the door. “Did
you guys lose this?”asked a maintenance man,handing the roll of solder to our boss.
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A man heard that a certain government department
wanted a clerk,so he wrote and asked for the position. But
while he was waiting for an answer, a friend of his intro-
duced him to the head of the department, who at once
gave him the job.

Several months later, while the man was working in
the department,he got a letter which had been sent on to
him from his old address. This letter said:

“Dear Sir,

We are sorry to have to tell you that we cannot offer
you work in this department because we do not think that
you would be able to do the job successfully.

Yours faithfully,”

The man laughed, but when he looked at the letter
more carefully, he saw that he had signed it himself!
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The head buyer for a large department store died
and went to hell. The first person he met was a salesman
he had constantly avoided on earth. The salesman
pushed up and said, “Here | am, Irving, right on time for
v our appointment. ”

“What appointment?”said the buyer.

“Remember, every time | tried to see you in your
office, you said you’d see me in hell, first. ”
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George had worked for the Bank of Ruritania for ten
years and was still only a clerk. He was not satisfied with
his position and wanted to find something better, but he
also did not want to lose his position in the bank before he
had got another one, so he prepared a letter about him-
self, with the words“HELP! | AM A PRISONER OF THE
BANK OF RURITANIA! "in big letters across the top, and
sent it to several big companies,asking them for a job.

A few days later, one of these letters came into the
hands of George’s chief at the bank. Someone had given
it to him at his club. The next morning,George’s chief
asked him to come into his room and said, “George, |
have some very good news for you. The Bank of Ruritania
is setting you free! ”
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In some Government offices the clerks, upon arrival in the morn-
ing, have to sign their names in an“attendance book” . This book pro-
vides space for signature, time of arrival, and“remarks. ” Ten minutes
after the hour an official draws a red line under the last arrival’s name,
and all those coming subsequently are expected to furnish an expla-
nation of their tardiness in the “remarks”column.

When a real“London particular” occurs the number“below the
line” is legion; the first of them wirtes: “Delayed by fog,” and the rest
scribble a “ditto”.

One morning—a foggy one—Mr. Jones became a proud father; but
even this only caused him to be about eleven minutes late. Proudly he
wrote in explanation: “Wife had twins, "which was followed in due course
by the usual string of“ditto’s”!
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