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Abstract of History of News
Communication in Tibet

What is shown in the book is the phenomenon, history and law
of news communication happened in Tibet. It’s a regional history of
development of news communication in Tibet, covering the history
from the primary civilization of Tibet to the year 2000.

The first period: new communication in ancient Tibet
[ primitive society—1907 ]

This period covers the time before the year 1907, when the
newspaper Tibetan News in Vernacular Chinese was established,
back to the time of the Paleolithic or Neolithic Age. In this period,
the news communication is mainly realized in such ways as human
voice, post road, tablet inscription, the quasi-News Law and some
mechanism of information releasing, such as public meeting,
meetings of tribe sovereigns, and regulative law of communication
began to pear. Different information communicator such as deputies
of sovereign meeting, notary public, tribute envoy, resident
minister of central government was seen at that time. All these form
the unique frame of Tibetan news communication. The news
communication of ancient Tibet is farther divided into three stages as
primitive period [ before 6th century], Tibetan regime period [ 7"—
12* Cent] and Yuan-ming-qing Dynasties period[ 13%-19*C].

The second period: news communication in modern Tibet
[1907—1951]

The second period starts from the year 1907, when the Tibetan
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News in Vernacular Chinese was established, ends in 1951 when
Tibetan News Bulletin was issued. Tibetan News in Vernacular
Chinese was the only newspaper in the region of Tibet, but there
were 87 newspapers about Tibet outside the region. The Tibetan
version of Tibetan Newspaper in Vernacular Chinese is the most
influential in Tibet. A English man named Fort once established
some minor radio station. The network of news communication has
not established at this period, the news communication is not of
continuity.

The third period: news communication in Tibet today[ 1951—
2000]

With the establishment of Tibetan News Bulleting and News on
Grassland by PLA in 1951, Tibetan news communication enters into
the third period: Tibet today, which covers the five different stages
in its development: the beginning (1951, when Tibetan News
Bulleting was established—1959, when Tibetan rebellion was put
down and democratic reform was carried out. ); initial development
(1959—1966 ); tortuous development ( 1966—1967, when the
cultural revolution took place) ; complementary period(1976—1994)
and the great development(1994—2000). Till 2000, there has been
18 newspapers, 34periodical journals, 2 radio stations which covers
77% of the region, 3 TV stations which covers 76. 1% of the
region, and the network of news communication has been
established.

Today’ s Tibetan news communication has the following
features: news communication has the international influence, with
strong sense of propaganda and in bilingual news channels of Chinese

and Tibetan; the national news institution has been established but
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with a limited influence. National policy and regional policy
combined to function in the development of new communication, but
with a heavy dependence on the government. The modern news
communication system has been established but the development is
not regionally balanced. The news market is getting gradually
opening but with a low degree of marketing proportion. The media
environment is self-enclosed but is getting opening.

The book also discusses different fields of Tibetan news
communication, such as overseas news communication, news
education before the peaceful liberation, historical formations of
Tibetan media, film media and news aid program in Tibet.

The book is the first systemic study on the history of news
communication in Tibet.
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