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Reading Comprehension: Matching

F—#s RFRBEEIRPEIR N
Insight into the Sample Test for Matching

Sample Test ( K RHEM)

Directions
In the following article, some sentences have been removed. For Questions 1-5, choose the most
suitable one from the list A-G to fit into each of the numbered blank. There are two extra
choices, which do not fit in any of the gaps. Mark your answers on answer sheet 1.
Long before Man lived on the Earth, there were fishes, reptiles, birds, insects, and some
mammals. Although some of these animals were ancestors of kinds living today, others are
now extinct, that is, they have no descendants alive now. (1)
. ki v o
Very occasionally the rocks show impression of skin, so that, apart from color, we can build
up a reasonably accurate picture of an animal that died millions of years ago. The kind of rock
in which the remains are found tells us much about the nature of the original land, often of the
plants that grew on it, and even of its climate.
st. L] s - G adises < Fﬁ&m

(2) . Nearly all of the fossils that we know were preserved in rocks formed by water
action, and most of these are of animals that lived in or near water. Thus it follows that there
must be many kinds of mammals, birds, and insects of which we know nothing.

55 DIl foin &)
3 . There % D‘? like cfe 7{ures, whose bodies were covered with a horny
substance The body s€ e 9{7 had two pairs of legs, one pair for walking on, the san. y;él)fsvt
bottom, the other for swnnmmg The head was a kind of shield with a pair of corl%p e es,
often with thousands of \l'ens‘_é% They were usually an inch or two long but some were 2 feet

& o Aoy (a8 sk

(4 . Of these, the ammonites are very interesting and important. They have a shell

composed of many chambers, each representmg a temporary home of the animal. As the
‘i\%

S Tl
Iz %n%
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young grew larger it grew a new chamber and sealed off the previous one. Thousands of these
can be seen in the rocks on the Dorset Coast.

(5)

About 75 million years ago the Age of Repti as ov n most of the groups died out. The
mammals quickly developed, and we can trif{”ﬁe evol 1on%f&any familiar animals such as
the elephant and horse. Many of the later m mammals, though now extinct, were known to
primitive man and were featured by him in cave paintings and on bone carvings.

-y

Word count; 331

(A) The shellfish have a long history in the rock and many different kinds are known.

(B) Nevertheless, we know a great deal about many of them because their bones and shells
have been preserved in the rocks as fossils. From them we can tell their size and shape, how
they walked, the kind of food they ate.

(C) The first animals with true b\a/g_lg\tl)\x}(\e} were the ﬁSheklrSt known in the rocks of 375
million years ago. About 300 million years ago the kit s, the animals able to live both
on land and in er, appeared. They were g%l)ﬁt, sometimes 8 feet long, and many of them
lived in the sv??ﬁz?g%ools in which our coal seam, or layer, or formed. The amphibians gave
rise to the reptiles and for nearly 150 million years these were the prjnci al forms of life on
land, in the sea, and in the air. % W) a/“ )
Y-Jnu? '}vw\ ‘E,’)r\f/) .

(D) The best index fossils tend to be marine creatures. These animals evolved rapidly and
spread over large areas of the world.

(E) The earliest animals whose remains have been found were all very simple kinds and lived
in the sea. Later forms are more complex, and among these are the sea-lilies, relations of the
star-fishes, which had long arms and were attached by a long stalk to the sea bed, or to rocks.

(F) When an animal dies, the body, its bones, or shell, may often be carried away by streams
into lakes or the sea and there get covered up by mud. If the animal lived in the sea its body
would probably sink and be covered with mud. More and more mud would fall upon it until
the bones or shell become embedded and reserved.

(G) Many factors can influence how fossils are preserved in rocks. Remains of an organism
may be replaced by minerals, dissolved by an acidic solution to leave only their impression, or
simply reduced to a more stable form.

Word count; 320
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Summary of the Text (L EHHE)

This article is about fossils and the development of early life. It starts with an introduction to
what we know of history plant and animal life through the fossil record. Then it talks about
what fossils are and how they are made. Then it talks about the types of life preserved in fos-
sils and their reflection of how life developed; first came simple life forms, then shellfish,
then animals with backbones such as amphibians and mammals. After the age of the reptiles
was done, mammals became dominant, of which man is a member.

AXMEBRULMBHEY L. XAEFHABTRINEIAMGZZTUTHRAERS
HYKAMPLETRRE T AR AURAERMATERMN . XEXRS T AP RIFENE
Yo, LA BGX B A YR Il AL B B R W R A AR, MmN K Y. REREHESY,
WP YSHAS Y. RETHYHHAREEE BEALEANEISIDERT HEH
fiz.

Answer Key (EFAZE)
1. B 2. F 3. E 4, A 5. C

Explanation of Answers (ZRi¥#&)

Question 1; With a dismal ending to the sentences preceding the blank, the connector word in
B, ‘Nevertheless’, gives hope and turns the topic from what was lost to what we still know
about the time ‘long before man lived on the earth. > The use of ‘them’ in the first sentence of
B also connects to the ancestors that are now extinct.

BB EAMENE FERANERMBR, & B A4 #17“Nevertheless” (B8 T ik
B-RAE BEENRENEARBIARMNDARIENEALR BTN —SER., %7 B
FE— MR THHE“them” KRB BMAEC LKLY AL,

Question 2: Having just read that fossils are on rocks, it only makes sense that we should
now have a description of how fossils are formed. This is found in F. It begins with the con-
necter, when, and tells how mud forms fossils on rocks, exactly what was described in the
previous paragraph. F also connects to the following sentences because they continue to talk
about fossils and how they were formed. The connectors more and more’at the end of F is al-
so completed by ‘nearly all’ right after the blank.

BB XBEEN B THAFETHAZPZE AR —ThHANERIBABBETE
B, EWMFREMER. XEMIFKREEA when” , M BT REMFAERA LB BT, B
A—BAHARNNE. B F 5 TENANTFEEER . FENGFRENNARLESAAN
. %W F KR KA B 5> “more and more” GERE ML H) 55 1 2 J5 I “nearly all”
UL B A 8O A B R,
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Question 3:It is best for this answer to look ahead and see that the discussion has shifted to
describing complex crab-like creatures. What preceded these creatures? Only E answers this

by talking about the earliest animals as being very simple. Only later did they become more
complex.

E-B.ERHAENERERLFAARITRNELCCELEB A T SRR E M it
L. XEAEWZRNEAAR? RELTE ST XA EE. RENsmER e, 5k 2
W RN

Question 4 : Again the student needs to look ahead to see that the discussion is about creatures
" with shells. A fits perfectly here with its introduction to shellfish and their many kinds. ‘Of

these’ in the first paragraph after the blank, is the connector from many to the example, the
ammonites.

WIS XA PRTEAERNE REABHRAIBITERNNARNEEY. A RIERE
T ARBTNRFYREME, SAZERNE-PEFERNOf these” (HPOHEERT WK
5354 (ammonites) , :

Question 5:Now looking for a complete paragraph describing creatures after the shellfish, C is
the best choice because it moves to the first animals with backbones, fish, a logical next step
up from shellfish. C also concludes with amphibians, the precursors to reptiles which are
mentioned in the first sentence of the last paragraph.

EHE - AEIROBEREX N LW FEHEYHTHR. BT CRGEFHER) KEMR
RETE—HERIY—aX NXHYHAFHEEE. BHCHRURATHES
Y—RITSH YR RE, BE - BRNE- A TRITRGTIY.

Non-applicable Answers ( % &% 17)

(D) Students may be tempted to choose D for (2), but it talks about the quick development
and large distribution of marine creatures, which does not fit with the following sentences.
XATHBANET DA BN ER,BEETM DRIEWHEFREYHRELURKER
MY R, X 55 ENAF BB GEER.

(G) Students may also be tempted to choose G for (2), but the place for G is more suited for
the second paragraph, which discusses how fossils are formed. So it is thematically just a little
too late. And it is too similar in content to the second paragraph.
2AEBTEBANET GEE_EHNER.BREEES G My BXERSE B, LA 2 M
Rk, Bit,GaMEBEAMNLK, SE_BRIAEL THMU.
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By EEEEEMERLERE
Tips and Hints for Matching

The purpose of “matching” is to test your knowledge of your familiarity with paragraph struc-
ture and your comprehension of unity, cohesions, coherence and logic within an article. You
will be tested on your ability to review an article, understand its organization and understand
its flow on both the macro and micro levels. This section can be broken down into discussions
of coherence, cohesion, unity and logic or the organization of the text at the paragraph level.

BESREN RN TRES AN XENBESNNILE I XENEEE ERE . FES
BROER, XHEBEEEFEUTILAFTEAOSRS . AR BB XENARLEHIFELAER
FBOMPA 3 BEX SO MAT OB BRI AR . X—FoW S HIHE X EMNER . B2
BEERXENBRELHE.

The best way to prepare for matching is to practice scanning large articles to pick out the
themes and progression of average articles. Look for words that repeat themselves, key words
at beginnings of each sentence and how the topic of the article progresses from the beginning
to the end. Are there examples? How do these fit into the context of the whole article? These

are the kinds of things that you will need to be able to see quickly and understand when you
are practicing these exercises.

HEESHLENRERRREGINERBEROCE, REXEHEHEURXENTXBEE.
ERIRBPLERHANIAE SN FFLOXBIAL, FEEERRER XCHNYTER N
MAFLRFINGRY. XEPRBFAMIE? FLERBENAMADIER TP LN &
IR AT e A R S I B R T SR B .

Structure (X ¥E%H#)

Because the style of the matching texts is always academic, the typical essay format is em-

ployed. This means that when you look at articles of any length you’ll see the following
standard format.

BEHREEFTANXERREZRERER XE, FUXENBARGABOREE. ERER
RXER, AT ABBICERBRAMT s R

Introductory Paragraph i (N BHE%)
Body of article with facts and information IE LA HEE EB)
Conclusion 45
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Let’s talk about each independently,

TERIRAAKENTXEG-TIEN.
Introductory Paragraph(3X ¥ $it)

This paragraph typically begins with the large view of an issue. It may start with questions or
a series of questions that lead to the main topic of the article. The sémple test begins, “Long
before Man lived on the Earth ”, a broad statement that can take thg reader anywhere in time
before man lived.  Several sentences may then hel T\%é\ A (@.@a Him ( \{Tn y

. y then help draw”down the scale o t opit, but the
most important part of the introductory paragraph is the final sentence. The final sentence is
usually the topic sentence for the article. It will state the t\h__(%l_\(‘)f the article and say, in
brief, how the article will flow, sometimes almost in outline form. 540 TSN
FBREHHARKXRNEANFBEZZMR. XEFLTRBSKHRNER G k5|23
MES. RKEHEEHFLNMREEE - “EALHE IR - 70 BT B ) F AT LA AN
RUART"AEFIEE. TEHHILILEFITESENE EENEESE N ARFLRERIEE
MRBE—mE. BEELT, FRBEENRARSCMEBE, RHAOEEITH 4,36
ERHXENT AR ANEZLSURMNNERNSAH,

~/ TIP: Find main topic sentence and follow its structure

Vv R R A IEREW

T - identiad - b 70
Identifying this last sentence is very crucial in performing this task. If it is given, and it is a
true topic sentence, you will be able to quickly see how the article will flow. If it is not a true
topic sentence, look at the next paragraph, which is the next place to look for a topic sen-
tence, especially when the introduction to a topic is long. An example of a topic sentence can

be seen in the end of the first paragraph in the sample test where it says.

MURDHETHARFERRSLCHERWAZXEEARS. WRXESHBRAOREES,
RTUREHHXET @R NMETTE. WRRAAREE G, RAKETERN BT
R, F_BRREEAMNA —MEEZL . BAENREESERSHER N TEMMEE. F8
ME—TREKH T, TENERENRBRHA, XEXRKEHE:

Long be fore Man lived on the Earth, there were fishes, reptiles, birds, insects, and some
mammals. Although some of these animals were ancestors of kinds living today, others are

now extinct , thatis, they have no descendants alive now. (1) Nevertheless, we know a great

deal about many of them because their bones and shells have been preserved in the rocks as

fossils. From them we can tell their size and shape, how they walked , the kind of food they

ate,

B, BNIX B89 TREERRER , SRR L E 189 B % TR 7 54 F LU A AR
T FXR. BITMM A FBEA LI ENIRER KN, EAITTEN T AURETIHEY.”

While these are actually two sentences, the first sentence indicates that some sort of descrip-

tion of fossils is in order before we can discuss what we can tell from fossils, namely the types
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of animals that evolved. This last sentence, in particular, outlines the article and how it will
progress.

LHEMBEEREBRMF . B TATRRE MR T RMAE, K5 A 8BITIE AL A bW

HEER, LR YR, EREEMNE, BE—AENXEHT T RENEZH, s X
BT,

Body of Article (3Z#IEL)

This section is usually at least 3 to as many as 6 paragraphs long according to the sample test.
It is where the details are found, hard facts are given and/or different types of a topic are de-
scribed. These paragraphs usually follow the flow set in the introductory paragraph.

REXRHEE, XBEEXBTHKEEER=ZZEAR. EXRAHSBABFREL BLXX
HEEAMARFTEETHR. ABIPEEEX W RS REEENTCEEE.

~/ TIP: Using the topic sentence, map out the flow of the body
N ORIRRIE A, B IE SR AT OB B

The flow in the body of the sample test is as follows:

KRR IE SCHAT X -

Very occasionally the rocks show impression of skin, so that, apart from color, we can build
up a reasonably accurate picture of an animal that died millions of years ago. The kind of rock
in which the remains are found tells us much about the nature of the original land, often of the
plants that grew on it, and even of its climate,

(2) When an animal dies, the body, its bones, or shell, may often be carried away by
streams into lakes or the sea and there get covered up by mud. 1f the animal lived in the sea
its body would probably sink and be covered with mud. More and more mud would fall upon
it until the bones or shell become embedded and reserved. Nearly all of the fossils that we
know were preserved in rocks formed by water action, and most of these are of animals that
lived in or near water. Thus it follows that there must be many kinds of mammals, birds, and
insects of which we know nothing.

(3) The earliest animals whose remains have been found were all very simple kinds and lived
inthe sea. Later forms are more complex , and among these are the sea-lilies, relationsof the
star-fishes , which had long arms and were attached by a long stalk to the sea bed, or to
rocks. There were also crab-like creatures , whose bodies were covered with a horny substance.
The body segments each had two pairs of legs, one pair for walking on the sandy bottom, the
other for swimming. The head was a kind of shield with a pair of compound eyes, often with
thousands of lenses. They were usually an inch or two long but some were 2 feet.

(4) The shellfish have a long history in the rock and many dif ferent kinds are known. Of
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these, the ammonites are very interesting and important. They have a shell composed of many
chambers, each representing a temporary home of the animal. As the young grew larger it

grew a new chamber and sealed off the previous one. Thousands of these can be seen in the
rocks on the Dorset Coast.

(5) The first animals with true backbones were the fishes, first known in the rocks of 375
million years ago. About 300 million years ago the amphibians, the animals able to live both
on land and in water, appeared. Theywere giant, sometimes 8 feet long » and many of them
lived in the swampy pools in which our coal seam, or layer, or formed. The amphibians

gave rise to the reptiles and for nearly 150 million years these were the principal forms of
life on land, in the sea, and in the air.

About 75 million years ago the Age of Reptiles was over and most of the groups died out. The
mammals quickly developed, and we can trace the evolution of many familiar animals such as
the elephant and horse. Many of the later mammals, though now extinct, were known to
primitive man and were featured by him in cave paintings and on bone carvings.

Paragraph 2: What fossils show in rocks 8§ —“Bt: 8AP KA THABMILA
Paragraph 3: How the fossil is formed & =B : {bfa BT E RH
Paragraph 4: The earliest types of life forms revealed 5708 : BREMEMES
Paragraph 5: More complicated life forms R B : EME LN ERES
Paragraph 6: Most complicated life forms, starting with a backbone

BAR: BAEFRNERES, HESY
Paragraph 7: Death of reptiles and evolution of mammals

BB RITHMHFLT LRI Y HHEL

This flow requires a certain logic, which is made up of two concepts; coherence or cohesion.

IXFRE—RHER ZHOAIWMEE . ERSHE.

Coherence refers to a certain characteristic or aspect of writing which means, “to stick togeth-
er.” This can be accomplished through using lexical items such as the repetition of the same
word or subcategory words, the occurrence of synonymous expressions, using the general to
indicate the specific or vice versa, the use of pronouns to avoid repetition, etc. These items all
help the ideas in a paragraph flow smoothly from one sentence to the next. .
ERRXEN—IFE DHEE—R”. THAXENERTUMNANTFERE - BEEFEHRE—
RN FHBENEE,FARSGERE, ASFERAGEYREARGEYHEARE, E/HAR
WRGEESS, PRV ERABTRENERFREAFZESE.

~ TIP. Maintain coherence
VN RBRARER

Coherence is a product of many different factors, which combine to make every paragraph, ev-
ery sentence, and every phrase contribute to the meaning of the whole piece. Coherence in
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writing is much more difficult to sustain than coherent speech simply because writers have no
nonverbal clues to inform them if their message is clear or not. Therefore, writers must make
their patterns of coherence much more explicit and much more carefully planned. Coherence
itself is the product of two factors - paragraph unity and senténce cohesion.

ERRZIMEARLAERNSER. EXERRXPSAERAT, XENFGI I EE . BMITFEE
BIEERANERXERNEEBRENRL. XEHERLBRIFPOEREME LR, RER
REZFRFFBFARNRBLATMEEREBCHEIREHERE. BR.EELAMA
CHERRAENBNS RHFEXNZ M FABRY. EREFITEROERER BE B
5 FHE.

Sentence Cohesion () F#7#&)

To recognize cohesion, the link of one sentence to the next, students must watch in the text
for the following techniques:

BRMFZREAE, 2ELAERXEFERON TS,

Repetition. In sentence B (the second of any two sentences) , repeat a word from sentence

A.

Example: Sample test, second paragraph, ‘rocks’ is repeated in 1st and 2nd sen-
tence

&, EAF BFHAMFHRNE—A P, BEEFERAAT A FHEANRE. B KA
BB B, “rocks"EE HAREB A S5E P,

Synonymy. If direct repetition is too obvious, use a synonym of the word you wish to re-
peat. This strategy is called ‘elegant variation.

Example: Sample Test, 1st paragraph, 1st and 2nd sentences, ®fishes, reptiles,
birds, insects and some mammals’ is repeated not in its entirety, but as ‘these animals’
AXE. WREZBEELTHE REAKFERTERNRBENR GE. BT LK
ZRRERER”., . KAEFEE RS 5% 4], ‘fishes, reptiles, birds, insects
and some mammals’ W EH H#HTRELHEE , H Ei%‘these animals’ ,

Antonymy. Using the ‘opposite’ word, an antonym, can also create sentence cohesion,

since in language antonyms actually share more elements of meaning than you might i-
magine,

BEXF . ERRSGEUATLISE A P&, BX L, %a*ﬂ‘ﬂillﬁiﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁiﬁ%

Pro-forms. Use a pronoun, or another pro-form to make explicit reference back to a form
mentioned earlier.

Example: See the use of ‘these’.

A ERANASFEREANERALGAE. Fm: “these” A,

Enumeration. Use overt markers of sequence to highlight the connection between idess.
This system has many advantages: (a) it can link ideas that are otherwise completely un-
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connected, (b) it looks formal and distinctive, and (c) it promotes a second method of
sentence cohesion, discussed in (7) below.

Example: First, second, third
¥, FRHBHMFERCEERBENBRZRAMBRR. EFREABRE . (DA LIERE

BEEREAMXHAF, DOERXERX, —BTR, QORBBRIFE _MHLANFHENY
%, BN . First, Second, Third.

Parallelism. Repeat a sentence structure. This technique is the oldest, most overlooked,
but probably the most elegant method of creating cohesion.

FiT. BERE-AFHETEN. BHEBRIEZ, KENIABR, BRFRLANER
RHER TT 35

Transitions, Use a conjunction or conjunctive adverb to link sentences with particular
logical relationships.
Example: See discussion of connectors below

. FRAEASEEERBAREZRARKERXRANTTF . XTHIE, BB R T EH
BRMLR .

Identity, Indicates sameness.
Ezxamples: that is, that is to say, in other words, ...
F— . FH—H . F—M. 540 that is, that is to say, in other wordse-+s++*

Opposition. Indicates a contrast.

Examples: but, yet, however, nevertheless, still, though, although, whereas, in
contrast, rather, ...

XM, BERMNEERE. B but, yet, however, nevertheless, still, though, although,

whereas, in contrast, rather, ...

Addition. Indicates continuation.

Examples: and, too, also, furthermore, moreover, in addition, besides, in the same
way, again, another, similarly, a similar, the same, .

B, FRESEME, HI0.and, too, also, furthermore, moreover, in addition, besides,
in the same way, again, another, similarly, a similar, the same, ..

Cause and ef fect.

Examples: therefore, so, consequently, as a consequence, thus, as a result, hence,
it follows that, because, since, for, .
BE X ¥ . B, therefore, so, consequently, as a consequence, thus, as a result,
hence, it follows that, because, since, for, .

Indefinites. Indicates a logical connection of an unspecified type.
Ezamples: in fact, indeed, now, .

WL RE, BEARVEHBTHZEKR. B0 in fact, indeed, now, ...
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Concession. Indicates a willingness to consider the other side.
Examples: admittedly, I admit, true, I grant, of course, naturally, some believe,

some people believe, it has been claimed that, once it was believed, there are those who
would say, ... :

U, THEEEELSBAEA S —®. . admittedly, I admit, true, I grant, of

course, naturally, some believe, some people believe, it has been claimed that, once it
was believed, there are those who would say, ..

Exemplification. Indicates a shift from a more general or abstract idea to a more specific
or concrete idea.

Examples: for example, for instance, after all, an illustration of, even, indeed, in °
fact, it is true,.of course, specifically, to be specific, that is, to illustrate, truly, ..
IE . TN —BBIEH . B0 for example, for instance, after all, an illustration of,

even, indeed, in fact, it is true, of course, specifically, to be specific, that is, to il-
lustrate, truly, .

~ TIP; Maintain cohesion
N R REEE

Another way of explaining the logic maintained in using cohesion involves using connectors or
signposts. Within each matching exercise you will need to look for answers that fill the blanks
to maintain the cohesion of a text. This is best accomplished by looking for méjor and minor
connectors. Major connecters help organize the main parts of a paragraph. This might include
the words First, Second, and Third, or Then, Also, and Finally or For Example, Another
Example, and Finally. Another way of saying this is that this paragraph has three main points
that are indicated by the major connectors. Using such major connectors is an important way
of providing cohesion in a paragraph. Watch the text to see which of these are missing, before
and after each blank, and then look at the answers to see which one best maintains cohesion.

REFRABETEORLAN BB AN - T ERFHAGERSY. 5 ERBENEIE
FLORERIVNEREAMXENTH ARXENHE . BENRERZRRBRBREER
H/AMEEE. KA AL EE %N EEHMRES, B First, Second, and Third,
or Then, Also, and Finally or For Example, Another Example, and Finally %1i7), 2%,
MRAXFEA=ZANELBLAERRAAERAREEX=AESR. FAAHEARLAREN
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~ TIP; Watch for major and minor connectors

R HERREERS /MR

Minor connectors are also important in keeping the flow, or cohesion of the article. Whereas
major connectors help organize the main parts of your paragraph, minor connectors provide
cohesion to a paragraph by connecting sentences within each of the main parts of your para-
graph. That is, when you write about your main points, you can use minor connectors to link
your details to each main point. These usually provide cohesion by using such terms as In Ad-



