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Alm-Opa’s little wooden house
M A Riae I RE (B RATE)



Heidi gets the bread, plates and bowls
HHEERBDE. AThm (FLE=F)




Heidi meets Clara



Miss Rohmer stands on her chair
TR ERTE (B2LELE)



In

the middle of the night
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Heidi throws her arms round G ndmother
B (BT =F)




Clara goes to see the blue flowers
shbEAEMEGEEGE (FLETAFE)



Introduction

When people think of Switzerland they think
of snowy mountains. Many people think too of
Heidi, the story of the little Swiss girl who lived
in the mountains. This story was written over a
hundred years ago, in German — but for all that
time people have been reading it, in many
languages.

The writer, Johanna Spyri, was born in 1827
in the small farming village of Hirzel in the
Swiss Alps. She grew up there with her three
sisters and two brothers. Like Heidi she loved
the beautiful mountains. Her father was the
village doctor. After leaving school she went
to study in Zurich, and in 1852 she married
Bernhard Spyri, a lawyer. They had one child, a
son called Bernhard, who died in 1884, aged
twenty-nine. His father died later in the same
year. Johanna Spyri stayed in Zurich until her
death in 1901. She did not begin writing books
until she was about fifty: Heidi was written in
1880, when she was fifty-three. It became popu-
lar at once. A number of other books followed,
but none of them was as popular as Heidi.

Heidi is a child without a mother or father.
She comes to live with her grandfather when
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Introduction

she is only six. Her grandfather is a hard, un-
happy man, who hates everyone. That’s why he
chooses to live alone, high up in the mountains.
There is a village nearby, but he doesn’t talk to
the people there. Will Heidi be able to make
him change his ways?

Heidi loves living with her grandfather and
his two pretty goats, Snowy and Brownie. She
makes friends too with Goat-Peter and his
family who also live on the mountain.

But she does not stay in the mountains for
ever. She goes to Frankfurt, where she finds a
new friend: poor Clara, who can’t walk. Heidi
learns many new things in Clara’s fine house in
Frankfurt. But she doesn’t belong in a city — she
belongs in the Swiss mountains, and that is
where we think of her.

A hundred years ago, writers for children
wanted their stories to teach a lesson. Johanna
Spyri tried to show her readers that even a
young child can help. other people and make
them happy. Is Heidi too good to be true? Well,
perhaps. But when we are reading about her,
we believe in her, because she is so full of life.
And we certainly believe in Peter, who is not
good at all!

Heidi is still one of thé most popular chil-
dren’s stories in the world (and it's not only
children who enjoy it). Films for the cinema and
for television have been made of it, and so more
people than ever enjoy Heidi’s story.
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