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Ulastai is a beautiful farmland which is located by the Kaidu Riv-

er in Hejin country of Xinjiang Bayangol Mongol Autonomous Prefec-

ture the so—called China First Prefecture. In 1969, I was assigned
to be reeducated in this beautiful place and stayed there for more than
five years. Ulastai surrounds with green mountains and clean rivers,
and Ulastai’s people are honesty and kind—hearted. Whenever I think
of those mountains, rivers, and those people, I always feel warm and
unforgettable.

The year of 1969 was a turbulent year for our generation, because
our personal fates had to follow the special needs in that special time
of the history. Thousands of graduates (1966, 1967 and 1968) from
the middle and high schools were assigned to the remote and rural ar-
eas for reeducation by local farmers. There were about 500 young
people who were relocated into the Ulastai from three schools in U-
rumgi, Urumgi Experimental middle School, “Bayi” middle School
and the Urumgqi First Middle School. I was the one of those 500
young people and lived there for more than five years.

It is true that there are many “five year” in one’s life, but only a
few golden “five year” with the color of youth. All these young gradu-
ates including myself devoted our valuable years in the rural areas and
contributed our best. Every inch of land in which we had tilted and
planted was filled with our sweat, tears and joyfulness; every place
where we had been was stamped with our footprints. These experi-

ences became an everlasting wealth in our life. The life we experi-



enced in those years was lack of satisfaction but definitely not
invaluable. The hardship made our hands and faces rough, but
it helped to strengthen our will. What happened in those years
are worth remembering and provides us strength and courage so
that we could calmly face those frustrations and difficulties in
our life.

Thirty—six year is just like a twinkle of an eye. Those young
people now are in their fifties in an instant. When we get togeth-
er and talk about our stories in the past, we can not helping
sighing with deep emotion but with little bit of regret. Among
those gatherings I had an idea that I should collect our experi-
ences and stories to form a book. But once I started this work
there were many unexpected difficulties. 1 spent almost two
years to finish this project. All stories in this book are the first-
hand and real experiences of these authors with a simple lan-
guage. 1 did not spend much time to modify these stories and

the book reflects that era and the young people in that era.

In those years life stories of the educated youth, our

joyous tears and a memorial for our never—come—back youth, is

a book written to memorize my second hometown Ulastai,

and all young people in that era.

Qingqing
Autumn in 2005, Urumgqi
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