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Generalization of Writing

Composing Processes

Be sure that you understand the requirements of the compo!ﬁﬁbﬁ
Generating Material Coe
Narrow the'subjéct to a topic that
will interest your audience
you know about
you can successfully develop
Collect zdeas about your toplc<observation
“wpersonal’ experience
Generaie de,mlsgabout your topic through;

brainstorming . listing . ..
- Slustering > . : reeing . -, -
* outlining flow-charting

Select the. most; important ,most ingeresting ideas

State the main idea of the composition in a thesis statement,, ... -
. statement of opinion and/or
- Statement: of intent .
‘Develop: pasagtaphs .of support for your thesis statement .
topic sentence
supporting sgntences
facts
examples
physical description -



personal experience
Decide on methods of development to present your ideas 2

process

comparison/contrast

classification

cause-effect ¢
Introduction ; v

give adequate background ’infom')ationr about the topic
thesis statement focuses on the topic
direction of the essay is clear
Body paragraphs; , L
topic sentences directly related to thesis statement
information (facts, examples, etc. ) is adequéte
details explain, define, clarify, illustrate the controliing
ideas in the tepic sentence
overall, each paragraph is complete and convincing
Conclusion ; .
end emphatically , ‘with foctis on the main idea
offer a prediction, a solution, or a recomimendation
Editing’

Coherence ;
Is all your information directly rélated to'the thesis statement?

Is the ‘information in each patagraph difeetly related to the
topic sentence? i

Have you used transitions?

Have you used paragraph hooks? -



Otrganization .
Is the sequence of ideas clear and strong?
Should some information be reordered? (from most mpor’mnt
to least impottant? least to most?). ‘
Is the thesis statement narrow enough to support suocessfuﬂy?
* Development ;
Is your detail credible? strong? sufficient?
hesqme information more important?

»#

. Should some formation be eliminated? (too simple? reader
" already knows it? not directly related?)
Should some detail be added? _
Should some information be simplifie;i?
Mechanics; Check
Vbcabularyg clear? correct? precise?
senténce structure ; correct? varied?
Are some sentences combined? . ..
Afe some sentences short and emphatic?
Mo vaen mﬁm:c«mect? Look at S
verb tenses
» subject-verb in concord -
" spelling, cotrect? '
‘ punctuations correct?

EIETR Y 23 SPPNN S
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Below is an example that shows the process of writing a para-
graph.
Suppose you are asked.to write a paragraph about a Means of
Transportation. '
@ )’Narrdwor limit-your subject to a topic that will interest your audi-
ence. |
Examples
Riding a Bicyele is the Best Means of Transportation
Advantages and Disadvantages of Riding a Bicycle
Riding»a Bicycle is Preferable to Riding a' Mototcycle
(2)Collect some ideas about your tapic.
Eramples: -
Being inexpensive to buy
Easy maintenancé
Good for health
Nonpolluting
Safer
(3) List details about some of your ideas that wil interest your audi-
ence.
Eramples ;
health; more exercise ,less pollution
maintenance; costs less,easy to do
(4)State the main idea of the paragraph in your topic sentence.
» Example )
Riding a bicycle is@than riding a motorcycle.
(con%rolling idea )
(5)Outline the paragraph.



Example .

Topic sentence ; Riding a bicycle is better than riding a motor-
cycle. '
A. It’s relatively inexpensive
1. to buy
2. to operate

more specific ﬁ--—-B 1t’s healthier

h 1. more exercise

\ ‘most speci;ic :
" 2. less pollution
C. It’s personally satisfying / |
1. enjoy the scenery. /

2. become part of natﬁre
Concluding Sentence: In a word, the bicycle is a pleasurable means

of transportation..

(6)Write the paragraph,using the details you have listed.

Riding a bicyclé is better than riding a motorcycle. First of all,
a bicycle is relatively inexpensive to buy and to maintain. While a

mototcycle may cost thousands of yuan to buy and hundreds of yuan

‘annually for maintenancé;.”‘a good ‘bicycle will ¢ost only two hundred

“yuan of ﬁe, and its annual maintenance cost is vety small. Biking is

also’ heelthxer Not only does the biker get more physical exercise .

than the motorcychst but bicycles are nonpolluting, so they keep the

environment clean. Tﬁ'naljy, bieycling is, unlike motorcyclmg, per

sonally sansfymg Instead Df bemg a robot inside a machme the bi-
ker pedals aiong, enjoying the, scenery, becommg a part of nature.

in a word, thc blcycle is a pleasurable means of transportatlon.

* T .




The Form of Good Writing

In a composition, the thesis statement is directly related to the top
ic sentences in the body paragraphs. Each topic sentence relates to and ‘
deals with one or more of the controlling ideas in the thesis. Each set of
supporting sentences that follow a topic sentence relates directly to that
topic sentence. In this way, the composition will be unified and com-
plete.

The following is a sample of the form of good weltisj.

L. Introduction:
Controfling ideas
_Thesis:
1} Body paragraph: Contiolling
Topic sentence: ideas in topic
sentence
Supporting
sentences
1tt. Body paragraph: » Controliing
Topic sentence: 8 i Y\ ideas in topic
[N '
/ A
’ II [l \\ Supporting
sentences
/ f
'V. Body purnrlph:- ‘ Controlling
Topic £ N ¢ Y2 Samns: ideas in topic
A K
4] \ A |
’ \ / - § Supporting
l - sentences

V. Conclusion

e8e



Ezxample ;
Staying Hgalthy
(Title)

Good health is the most important possesslon a person can have

. There are three things a person can do to stay in good shape One ’
should eat the right food, get enough sleep, and exercise regularly
4 (Toplc or Introductory Paragraph)

wwid Proper nutrition is important for good heaith.
(Stippomns Parasraph)

Getting the proper amount of sleep is 1mportant
(Suppotting Paragraph)

‘ » Fihally, get plenty of exercise.
l~ (Supporting paragraph) g

If everyone wete to eat the right foods, get plenty of sleep, and

exercise regularly, there would be much less complammg about poor
o health.

: (Concludingfparagraph)

29



Completed sample composition
Staying Healthy

Good health is the most valuable possession a person can have.
There are three things that a person can do to stay in good shape. One
should eat the right foods, get enough rest, and exercise regulary.

Proper nutrition is important for good health. Avoid foods with
lots of sugar and fat. Eat plenty of high protein foods, vegetables, and
fruits. But do not overeat because it is not healthy to be overweight.

Getting the proper amount of sleep is also important. Without
enough sleep, you feel tired and irritable. So allow yourself eight hours
of sleep each night.

Finally, get plenty of exercise since it imprbves your heart and
lungs, and prevents you from gaining weight. Swimming, basketball,
bicycling, and running all provide good exercise,

If everybody were to eat the right foods, get plenty of sleep, and
exercise regularly, thete would be much less complaining about poor
health. '

Practice

Use the topic How Chinese Celebrate the New Year. Write a thesis

statement. Then write topic sentences and supporting details for the
body paragraphs of your composition.

Amem to Practice Exercises

_T_o_pi_c_, How Chinese Celebrate the New Year.

;T_hgiﬁg We Chinese have many traditional customs for celebrating the
New Year. |

Body Paragraph I Topic Sentence. First of all, many days before our

hew year, we are busy shopping
. 10 *
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and cleaning our houses.

Supporting Details: go to the flower market

clean thoroughly all rooms

Body Paragraph I Topic Sentence; On the New Year’s Day, we usual-
‘ ly get up early and dress up beauti-
fully.

Supporting Details: put on new clothes and new shoes

women make up their faces and men shave off their
beard. "
Body Paragraph N Topic Sentence: During the first days of the new

year, families go to visit each
other, wishing good luck and -
good health.

Supporting Details, greet one another with “Good luck”

give red packets stuffed with “lucky money”

Conclusion; We get more pleasure out of this festival than any other.
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