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Humans overuse resources
ARTEERERAR

LONDON—The human race is plundering Earth at an unprecedented rate, but the growing
power of women over their own futures could save the planet from destruction, the United
Nations said on Wednesday.

“More people are using more resources with more intensity than at any point in human
history!,” the UN said in its annual world population report for 20012.

The world’s population could jump to 10.9 billion people by 2050.

But Alex Marshall, editor of the report, said a ray of hope? could be found in the fact that
women were winning the war to control their fertility and were finally being listened to by
governments worldwide.

“Nearly 60 per cent of women now have access to* some sort of family planning,” he said.
“The whole attitude has changed. You are finding a tremendous increase in strength among
women joining together to do what they see needs to be done.

“There is a sense now that you can’t just ignore the little people. You can’t just ignore
women. You have got to listen and you have got to respond somehow,” he said.

His report painted an otherwise gloomy picture of the planet.

The world’s population, which has doubled to 6.1 billion in the past 40 years, is projected to
rise by 50 per cent to 9.3 billion within another half century, with all the growth in developing
countries whose resources are already overstretched>.

“By 2050, 4.2 billion people (over 45 per cent of the global total) will be living in countries
that cannot meet the daily requirement of 50 litres of water per person to meet basic needs®,”
the report said. It said water was being used and polluted at catastrophic rates.

At present 54 per cent of available fresh water’ supplies is being used annually — two-
thirds of that for agriculture.

This figure is set to reach 70 per cent by 2025 due to population growth alone?, and 90 per
cent if consumption in the developing countries reaches the levels in the developed world.
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The report said water was being used at unsustainable rates in many places, with water
tables® under some Chinese, Latin American and South Asian cities dropping by more than 1
metre a year. Water from seas and rivers is also being used, with disastrous results'’.

The report said 1.1 billion people already did not have access to clean water. In developing
nations up to 95 per cent of sewage and 70 per cent of industrial waste is simply being dumped
untreated into water channels'’.

Vital rain forests are being destroyed at the highest rate in history, taking with them crucial
sources of biodiversity and contributing to climate warming'>. This boosts already rising sea
levels. The seas continue to be massively overexploited, and erosion is taking a rising toll of

plant species'® — one quarter of them could be lost forever by 2025.

L. New Words »

& annually 'enjuali/ adv. G4

* available /a'veilabl/ adj. A[FI| FHRY

@ biodiversity /baisudai've:siti/  n. =4y L EEHE

*boost /bu:st/ vt 3R HEEh, U

@ catastrophic  /keeta'strofik/ adj. KAEHR

* consumption /kan'samp|an/ n. {HEEE

*contribute /kan'tribju:t/ vi. 1Bk, TEHRER: o) BB T, 1REK
* crucial Ikru:fal/ adj. Th A EER

*destruction /dis'trak[ (a)n/ n IR, K

A disastrous /di'za:stras/ adj. FHEHER

* dump /damp/ v (R (B, BRAK)

*access /'®ekses/ n A0y Ay 86 (BuiEA. EH) BLE
A erosion firauzan/ n. {20k

* intensity . /in'tensiti/ n. &

& fertility /fa: tiliti/ n. EHRED

A gloomy /'gluzmi/ adj. FEHY

* litre [Nizta(r)/ n. (=liten) 7 (BEHAL)

@ overstretch /'auva'stret|/ vt. ok BEFI Y

@ plunder /'planda/ v. KEZR

* pollute /pa'lu:t, pa'lju:t/ vt FellE, {54y

* project /pra'dzekt/ vt. it

*respond /ris'pond/ vi. BI&, BE,; (o) fEH R, WiRy
*species I'spiifiz, 'spiisiiz/  n Fp, 2%

@ sewage /'sju(z)idz/ n. {57k

* tremendous
@ unprecedented
@ unsustainable

ftrimendas/
/an'presidentid/
/Ansa'steinab(a)l/

adj. k@, BERHI
adj. IR R
adj. FCiEAZR)
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More people are using ... in human history ——% Z ) AN7E{E I E ZAVRIR, B E
sEFCHTH

annual world population report for 2001 —— 2001 4E-H#-5 A 1 4E BEHR 25

aray of hope —— £ 7

have access to some sort of family planning A UASK F3EFR - RI A B e

The world’s population, ... overstretched. ——3 35 40 £ R AN OB T —%F, 13|
6110, X—HFTHTEARAEA LR AN 50%, KT 931, XLy A
AfMEPERFECEEF XL RFER.

to meet basic needs —— 2 (HEHFHY) EAFE

fresh water ——JR 7k

This figure is set to reach 70 per cent by 2025 due to population growth alone ——{{{X i
FAOHKHEE, X—5FF 2025 £ ATEEF-E 70% (be set to do something —
be likely to do something) ,

water table —3 T 7k 7k fiz

10. with disastrous results ——#f5 3¢ 9 PRy 45 5

1

1. being dumped untreated into water channels —— AL B gk #EHE AR E
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12. contributing to climate warming ——{&{# &R

13. erosion is taking a rising toll of plant species 15 Y TF (1548 R £ FOUME P AR K 4
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V. Analysis of Content L

1. Alex Marshall believes that the major cause of our planet’s gloomy future is ___

A. water pollution B. sharp drop of water tables
C. rain forest destruction ~ D. population increase

2. At present, of available fresh water supplies is being used annually for agriculture.
A. 36% B. 54% C.45% D.18%

3. One of the grave problems caused by resource overuse is that
A. 4.2 billion people are living in countries that cannot meet the daily requirement of 50 litres
of water per person
B. water tables under some Chinese, Latin American and South Asian cities have dropped
nearly 1 metre
C. 1.1 billion people already did not have access to clean water
D. 25% of plant species have been lost forever
4. By saying “a ray of hope”, Alex Marshall specifically refers to
A. women’s growing power in fertility control
B. women’s increased strength in politics
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C. developing countries’ birth control
D. women’s growing control of their families’ purse strings
5. The article’s list of the problems caused by rain forest destruction does Not include
A. climate warming B. decline of air quality
C. sea level rise D. biodiversity decrease

VI. Questions on the Article 4{

1. What is the grave problem pointed out by the UN report?

2. Where does the “ray of hope” lie according to Alex Marshall?

3. What is the gloomy picture of the globe’s water supply by 2050 painted by Marshall’s
report?

4. How is the situation of water supply in developing countries according to the report?

5. What is the result of the destruction of vital rain forests?

VIl. Topic for Discussion »

B

1. How can we keep a balance between economic development and the conservation of natural
resources?

2. What cooperative efforts should all countries make to improve the environment of the world?
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New hope for peace accord’
EEMTHE RN SE

NUCLEAR-ARMED? rivals India and Pakistan raised new hopes of a historic peace agree-
ment on Monday as foreign ministry officials from the two countries met in Islamabad?, Paki-
stan to discuss terms for fresh negotiations.

This renewed attempt at peace comes two-and-a-half years and one major military stand-
off* after the last round of talks in July 2001.

New Delhi massed hundreds of thousands of troops on the border® in January 2002 after
blaming Pakistan-based Kashmiri militants’® attack on the Indian parliament in December 2001.
Islamabad followed suit after denying that it was behind the militants’, but the two sides started
withdrawing troops in October 2002, due to international pressure. A

The latest round of low-key® meetings is set to last for three days. They are widely ex-
pected to agree to an already drafted agenda for higher-level discussions?’, to begin as early as
next month.



