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Mr. Fei Xiaotong passed away. In the morning of April 24, his son—in—law and secretary
Mr. Zhang Ronghua called me, saying: "come to the hospital right away, the old master is
probably dying, come and say farewell to him". I arrived in the hospital at noon, seeing the old
master lying serenely in bed, as if without any pain. Actually, this is the most serene look I
have had of him since he was ill. However, the doctor told me that, comparing with the
minimum high blood pressure of normal people (90 degree), his blood pressure has already
become too low (78 degree). Though supported by medicine, he might pass away at any time,
probably that night the latest.

Getting back home, I wished this could not come true. He had recovered in hospital for
many times before. I wished it could be the same this time. I stayed in fear and dread the whole
night and called the ward at daybreak the next day, but no one received my call there. Then I
called immediately his home, hearing the information which I did not want to hear the most: he
passed away at 10:30PM in the evening of April 24.

Tears filled my eyes. I remembered the first time I received instructions from Mr. Fei. I
had read the books Provincial China ( % +#[& ) and Economy of Jiangcun (JL#Z %) long
ago and it was influenced by his thoughts that 1 started my field work in my home town———
Jingdezhen. In 1996, I was enrolled in the Post—doctoral Scientific Research Mobile station of
the Research Institute of Sociology & Anthropology in Beijing University. Mr. Fei used to be
the first director of that Research Institute. Though retired, he still acted as honorary director,
academic tutor and professor there. Thus, I got the opportunity to become his student.

I graduated with my doctor's degree from the Central Academy of Arts and Design (now
the Fine Arts Institute of Tsinghua University). At that time, trying to study art from the view of
anthropology, I worked in the field of artistic anthropology research. However, no one worked
in this field in the Research Institute of Sociology & Anthropology. Actually, 1 was the first
post—doctoral researcher enrolled in it, and my subject was a borderline one in that institute.
Therefore, 1 had never attached any extravagant hope for the attention from Mr. Fei Xiaotong.
Yet, I was absolutely wrong. Mr. Fei was not only an anthropologist, but also a scholar with
great attention to humanism. He had profound understanding and knowledge in literature and

arts. Instead of neglecting my research, he actually paid great attention to it.



