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Sichuan Province  PaJij#%

Attention Please, we arc honored to have you as our visttors in
Sichuan Province. Sichuan is the largest province in Southwest Chi-
ma. It covers an area of 485, 000 square km and boasts the third
largest population in China, after Henan and Shandong Provinces. It
has 85-million people. Its population displays as much diversity as its
landscape. The whole provincé is occupied by 53 Chinese nationali-
ties. The main nationalities consist of Han, Tibetan, Yi, Qiang,
Hui, Miao and others.

Sichuan adjoins the Tibetan Plateau in the West and the Yangtze
River in the East. The eastern section supports the densest rural po-
pulation; the western section rises in giant steps to the Tibetan
Plateau where the windswept grassland and deeper forests are home
of Tibetans and Qiang.

The Chinese often refer Sichuan as the Land of Abundance. It
refers to the province’ s abundance of natural recourses and cultural
heritage. Now I’ d like to offer you some useful information, which
will help you gain some insight into the various aspects of Sichuan.
KEY WORDS & EXPRESSIONS X@RCRFA X

boast ¥Aeere-- 7{, é’ i; _E_;ﬁ‘

diversity $AEp

landscape W% ;F &

abundance X #;F %

gain some insight into 7 &
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History and Legend
BRESWwiIR

The first evidence of human habitation in Sichuan province con-
sists of simple tools and a skullcap. These objects date back to the Pa-
leolithic (Old Stone) Age. During the Neolithic Period (approxi-
mately 8,000 - 2,000 BC), people in Sichuan areas used axes, pot-
tery jars, bone needles, and crude weapons. However, the first ma-
jor civilizations in the province were the Ba and Shu peoples, who
lived between 11th and 5th century BC. The Shu people lived on the
Chengdu Plain; the state of Ba was in the center of Sichuan. Origi-
nally Ba referred to fish hunter or a person whose main food was fish;
Shu referred to people living on the plateau. During your stay in
Chengdu you will see the Shu and Ba relics in Sanxindui Museum and
Sichuan Provincial Museum.

Scholars believed the ancestor of the early Shu people belonged
1o a tribe branch of the ancient Qiang nationality. These ancient peo-
ple used to live along the areas between the upper and middle reaches
of the Yellow River. Later they moved into Sichuan areas. They
lived by hunting and farming in mountains and valleys on the upper
reaches of the Minjiang River. Later their activities extended down
along the Minjiang River and the Chengdu Plain. Can Cong (&M )
and Yu Fu (f85%) founded the Shu state. Du Yu (#F) taught the
Shu people how to farm as he served as the king of the Shu state.
Twenty-three hundred years ago, Kai Ming (F 8H), another Shu
king moved his capital slightly east and named the new town Cheng-
du, which means “becoming a city”. He hoped that it would one day
be a metropolis. It is generally believed that the Ba and Shu states
occupied Sichuan areas from the Shang Dynasty (1700 -1027 BC) to
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the Warring States Period (770 -221 BC).

During the Warring States Period, a Qin emperor conquered the
two states. The Qin emperor turned them into prefectures. He
moved thousands of the Qin residents to the former Shu state in
Sichuan. He hoped that this activity might help him secure his hold
on the fertile land. Since then Chengdu became the government office
center to manage affairs across the former Ba and Shu areas. Gradu-
ally Bashu became short for Sichuan. During the Three Kingdoms
Period (220-280) Liu Bei occupied Sichuan. He claimed himself as

. the emperor of the Shu (% & ). During the Five Dynasties Period
(907-960) Wang Jian (¥ &) and Meng Zhixiang (& ) estab-
lished their own states in Sichuan. The former was called the Former
Shu State, and the other the Later Shu State.

During Tang Dynasty (618-907) Sichuan was divided into three
major administrative regions. They were named the three dacs (if)
or sanchuan. San means “three” in English.

In Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127), Sichuan was divided in-
to four prefectures. They included Yizhou (ZF M), Zizhou (F£4M),
Lizhou (/M) and Kuizhou (#8M ). They were named Chuanxiasilu
(Jil e P9 B% ). Lu was equivalent to dao in the Tang Dynasty. It
means “ Chuan Four Regions”. People called the Chuan Four Re-
gions as Sichuan for short. Si means “four” in English.

In the period of Yuan Dynasty (1272-1368) when Sichuan for-
mally became a province instead of daos or Lu, Chengdu was desig-
nated as its provincial capital.

Why do many people call Sichuan as the land of abundance or
the state of Tianfu (KFF)?

Tianfu was the official title. Its official responsibility was to take

care of national valuable jewelry and other rare treasures. Tianfu also
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had an extended meaning relating to treasure storage. Later, people
used Tianfu as a figure of speech to imply the fertile-land area where
diversified products were produced.

Before the Qin emperor unified the whole China, the Tianfu
area covered both the Chengdu and Hanzhong plains (3 H* ¥R ).
The kingdom of Shu in the Three Kingdoms Period covered the most
part of Sichuan and Hanzhong, which now is part of Shaanxi.
However, the Tianfu area mainly referred to the Chengdu Plain be-
cause of the well-known Dujiang Irrigation System.

Ancient Sichuan mainly refers to the Sichuan Basin and the
Hanzhong Basin. The two basins have fertile fields and mild climate.
Particularly the Chengdu Plain in the Sichuan Basin has particularly
benefited from the Dujiangyan Irrigation System since the Qin Dy-
nasty (221-207 BC). Due to the irrigation system and natural advan-
tages, local Sichuan farmers worked hard in the fields and yielded
bumper harvests. There is an old saying: no serious flood or drought
disaster ever occurred and local people had enough food to eat ever
since the Qin and Han dynasties.

The Sichuan Basin is completely surrounded by high mountains.
The ancient Chinese of central China were involved in many wars,
and people suffered tremendously. The geographic location of the
mountains had prevented the spread of the war disasters into ancient
Sichuan, and local people in Sichuan were able to live in peace.
Therefore, Sichuan was thought of as a good place to live in.

Besides, ancient Sichuan had a very important strategic posi-
tion. During the Warring States Period, the king of the Qin State oc-
cupied first the two states called Ba and Shu in Sichuan, and then he
started his ambitious plan to establish his dynasty across all China.

Under the Qin Dynasty Liu Bang (X1|3B) was a low official. To-




