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LESSON ONE

Text
Stresses of Being a Celebrity

Last week, a woman signing herself “Want the Truth in West-
port” wrote to Ann Landers with a question she just had to have an-
swered. “Please find out for sure,” she begged the columnist,
“whether or not Oprah Winfrey has had a face-lift. ” Fortunately for
Ms. Winfrey's privacy, Ann Landers refused to answer the ques-
tion. But the incident disturbed me. How awful it would be to be a
celebrity, I thought, and always be in the public eye. Celebrities
lead very stressful lives, for no matter how glamorous or powerful
they are, they have too little privacy, too much pressure, and no
safety.

For one thing, celebrities don’t have the privacy an ordinary
person has. The most personal details of their lives are splashed all
over the front pages of the National Enquirer and the Globe so that
bored supermarket shoppers can read about “Roseanne and Her New
Love” or “Letterman’s Deepest Fear.” Even a celebrity’s family is
hauled into the spotlight. A teenage son’s arrest for pot possession or
a wife's drinking problem becomes the subject of glaring headlines.
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Photographers hound celebrities at their homes, in restaurants, and
on the street, hoping to get a picture of a Cindy Crawford in curlers
or a Bruce Willis guzzling a beer. When celebrities try to do the
things that normal people do, like eat out or attend a football game,
they run the risk of being interrupted by thoughtless autograph
hounds or mobbed by aggressive fans.

In addition, celebrities are under constant pressure. Their
physical appearance is always under observation. Famous women,
especially, suffer from the “she really looks old” or the “boy, has
she put on weight” spotlight. Unflattering pictures of celebrities are
photographers prizes to be sold to the highest bidder; this increases
the pressure on celebrities to look good at all times. Famous people
are also under pressure to act calm and collected under any circum-
stances. There’s no freedom to blow off steam or to do something
just a little crazy. Therefore, people who forget this must suffer the
consequences.

Most important, celebrities must deal with the stress of being
in constant danger. The friendly grabs, hugs, and kisses of enthusi-
astic fans can quickly turn into uncontrolled assaults on a celebrity's
hair, clothes, and car. Celebrities often get strange letters from peo-
ple who become obsessed with their idols or from people who threat-
en to harm them. Worst of all, threats can turn into deeds. The at-
tempt to kill Ronald Reagan and the murder of John Lennon came
about because two unbalanced people tried to transfer the celebrity’s
fame to themselves. Famous people must live with the fact that they
are always fair game—and never out of season.

Some people dream of starring roles, their names in lights, and
their pictures on the cover of People magazine. I'm not one of them,
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though. A famous person gives up private life, feels pressured all the

time, and is never completely safe. So let someone else have that

cover story. I'd rather lead an ordinary, but calm, life than a stress-

filled public one.

NEW WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

celebrity /si'lebroti/
Westport /'westpoit/

Ann Landers /jaen 'leendoz/

columnist /'koplomnist/

Oprah Winfrey /,oprs 'winfri/

face-lift /'ferslift/
glamorous /'gleeraras/
splash /spleef/

haul /holl/

glaring /'gleariy/
curler /'kala(r)/
guzzle /'gazl/

unflattering /ian'fleetorm/

bidder /'bida(r)/
collected /ka'lektid/
grab /graeeb/

assault /a2'soilt/
obsess /ab'ses/
Ronald
'rergon/

Reagan

John Lennon /id3on 'lenan/
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DIALOGUE

In a Shop

Good morning, madam. What can I do for you?

I'd like to buy a sweater.

How about the yellow one?

Is this yellow too bright for me?

Oh, it is a very bright yellow. Try this red one. It’s size
eight

But I wear size ten.

How about green? Ifs size ten.

Let me try it on. Tll take this green sweater. I like the
color on me.

I think it looks wonderful on you.

Work out a dialogue in a shop and practise it with your deskmate.

GRAMMAR

3437 FX 43 (Independent Elements)
EEEHTF P, XA EEIAGRAHFHRERSE
HiEFE LG XA, N THEREZSG T —FHEIRS,
BIABLS T2 REANE BXERFE R,
1. 3 A 3% (Parenthesis)
ATFREANAHAEGEFABR,EFRAEST SRR
2, Hldm:

He is no coward; rather, he is a man with plenty of

« 5.



courage.
Pk RAME K ;T AR, R~ AR EEGA,
To begin with, I'd like to express my thanks to you.
L, RBQRATRM,
How awful it would be to be a celebrity, I thought.
L 2AK % TN, HAE,
. L% (Interjection)
ATFEMARAGHEA BFRETFTELERSRT; R
A TRBAGEA L TAERGES AT, #ldn:
Well, maybe you are right.
&, TR AT e,
Why, what's the matter with you?
o, R E A7
Oh dear! I've lost my key.
of! REXT AR,
. "% (Direct Address)
ARG EAGMRE, T EARIIRTEAGEE;EF
AESB5RR ST, Hlde:
Mom, you are wanted on the phone.
0I5 RE s,
What time, Professor Smith, shall I hand in the paper?
* HEMEK, AT L RBR X
Is he your father, Mary?
LW, eREXFED?
Ladies and gentlemen! 1 propose a toast to the friendship of
our two peoples.

S A1, £ A RIBBUY RN BA RS LB T,




WORD STUDY

lead
1. vt. & vi. %% k487
He led the blind man down the stairs.
He bR BA T #H,
The dog was led into the garden.
¥ 3R,
The horse led in the race.
KGR F AL,
What led you to think so?
H 24 AR A XA
2. v, F(AERE)
She led a hard life as a child.
RSB ERE,
After liberation, we have been leading a happy life.
ARG, EM— A EFRGLRE,
3. n. 3| ;4%
They're waiting for the guide to give them a lead.
A FHQF4NFH,
The firm has built up a lead in computer business.
BEMEAANEETOCEAL,
He gained 4 lead in the race.
LN S B o
hope
1. vt. & vi. %%, 8% ,4%%
She hopes a great future for her son.
WA B RILTFHREKR,



