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MESSAGE

I have twice witnessed the demonstration on Abacus and Mental Arithmetic performed
by 6 China students who were brought along by Mr. Xu Si Zhong. 1 am very much
impressed by the accuracy and speed in their skills in the operation of addition,
subtraction, multiplication and division using the Abacus and Mental Arithmetic.

The Abacus and Mental Arithmetic is a subject that trains both the left and right side of
our brain. It helps to develop the intellect and strengthens the understanding and
application of the four operations in mathematics through enhancing the calculation,
memorisation and the thinking skills of children.

1 am therefore very pleased that Mr. Xu will be introducing the Abacus and Mental
Arithmetic into primary schools in Malaysia.

The Textbook, Workbook as well as the Teacher’s Guidebook of Abacus and Mental
Arithmetic, all of which are authored by Mr. Xu Si Zhong, together with the Xu Si
Zhong’s Abacus will hopefully be successful in aiding primary pupils in Malaysia to
master their knowledge in Arithmetic.

//////‘

DR MAHATHIR BIN MOHAMAD

Putrajaya
9 October 2002
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PREFACE

| became acquainted with Mr. Xu Sizhong on 17 March, 1995.
We met for several times after that and have become good friends
since.

Mr. Xu Sizhong has spent a lot of time promoting abacus and
mental arithmetic education in Malaysia. He came to Malaysia
many times at his own expense to study the education system in
this country and | admire his hard work and effort.

Indeed Mr. Xu Sizhong is a very hardworking educationist promot-
ing his profession to Malaysia and thus helping primary schools
throughout the country obtain brilliant results in abacus and mental
arithmetic. His efforts have led to the building of a “friendship
bridge” which helps to strengthen the education exchanges be-
tween China and Malaysia. | am glad that he has now document-
ed his experiences in his autobiography “To Accomplish a Task
in Your Lifetime” . | am sure this book will present many interest-
ing insights regarding what one man’ s dedication can achieve.
The young should find encouragement from his experience.

gt

Dr Mahathir bin Mohamad
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