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A meeting between Former President George Bush and President Hu
Jintao during the Boao Forum for Asia, Hainan Province, China, in 2004.
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A meeting between Former US President George Bush and President
Jiang Zemin in the United State in 2003,
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A meeting between Chinese senior leader, Deng Xiaoping, and US
President George Bush in Beijing in 1989.
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A handshake between Chairman Mao and Mr. George Bush as a
member of the US delegation headed by Henry Kissinger. At the time, he
was liaison officer in China (from October 1974 to December 1975) .
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“We often--+went about town on bicycles, as the Chinese themselves
do.” —Taken in front of Tian’ anmen Rostrum, Beijing, in 1975.
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While working in Beijing, George Bush took a stroll on Tian’ anmen
Square with his wife, Barbara Bush, and took a photo with her to
remember the occasion.
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A FOREWORD TO THE CHINESE PEOPLE

GEORGE BUSH

I have had a keen personal interest in China since my days as UN
ambassador and my time as chief of the United States Liaison Office in
Beijing. These early experiences gave me a deep and lasting appreciation
for how extraordinary the Chinese people are. My engagement with this
great country began in the 1970’s, when then President Gerald Ford
offered me a choice of ambassadorships, mentioning both Paris and
London as possibilities. But I knew that the relationship between the
United States and the People’s Republic would be crucial in the years to
come. This relationship would be important not just in terms of Asian but
of worldwide American policy, so consequently I asked him if he would
send me to China—if and when it was available. President Ford granted
my request, and Barbara and I lived in Beijing from October of 1974 until
December of 1975.

During our time in China, Barbara and I tried to get to know the
leaders and people as well as we could. Our diplomacy with Beijing at that
time was very active and, while Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
conducted much of it, the job was fascinating and kept me busy. We were
building a relationship with a country with which we had had virtually no
contact for over two decades and we were very much feeling our way.
Barbara and I tried to widen our contacts in every fashion. We often left
our Chrysler sedan behind and went about town on bicycles, as the
Chinese themselves do. I created as many excuses as possible to invite
Chinese to functions and I attended the national day celebrations held by
other countries. I gained an abiding respect for the Chinese people and
what they could achieve.
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Our two countries have different historic and cultural traditions as well
as different levels of economic development. But despite these differences,
our leaders have effectively promoted mutral understanding between our
two countries and our peoples so that we have gradually come closer
together. At the same time, China has established itself as the most
successful developing economy in the world. I believe that the leadership
demonstrated by Deng Xiaoping, Jiang Zemin, and President Hu Jintao
has been instrumental in realizing this achievement and has helped make
our relationship with China second to none in importance. Their leadership
has also demonstrated that China and the United States have more common
interests than differences, and each country has much to gain from the
other.

Successful world leaders throughout history have learned through
experience that they often have to make pragmatic, and often unpopular,
decisions that will benefit their country in the long-term. The purpose of
this book, “Read My Lips: No New Taxes,” was to show that these are
not always easy decisions to make and can sometimes come with a price.

I dedicate this foreword to China, her leaders and her people, and
the growing interests that our two great countries share.

All the best,

2L
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FOREWORD

Professor Ostrander has spent several years researching and compiling
this book, which largely deals with what has become know as the “1990
Budget Deal.” After very painful and tedious negotiations with the Demo-
crat-controlled Congress, my administration hammered out a budget a-
greement (HRS5835—PL 101-508) that included budget cuts and a tax
increase of almost $500 billion (over five years) . Most important howev-
er, in the budget agreement were changes that drastically altered the bud-
get process that Congress had followed. This package of procedural
changes was designed to make the budget savings stick by establishing a
new “pay-as-you-go” system, enforceable caps on discretionary spend-
ing, and extending the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings sequester process by the
use of mini-sequesters. Along the way, I lost the support of many people
in my own party, and also had to break my pledge of “No new taxes”
from the 1988 campaign. Although, I knew at the time I was taking a
huge political risk, I thought getting the deficit down, continuing eco-
nomic expansion, and employment in this country were more important
than my earlier campaign pledge not to raise taxes; thus our budget agree-
ment was in the best interest of the country.

There were times when even I questioned the success of my own eco-
nomic program. I even stated publicly that I had made a mistake because
raising taxes was such a painful thing to do and because the benefits of the
deficit reduction process took much longer to become evident than I or
anyone on my staff had hoped.

Many political pundits believe that the deal did contribute to my de-
feat in 1992, which was quite painful. However, as the current economy
continues to grow and now that we have a balanced budget, I have been
gratified by the many economists and elected officials who partially credit
what we did in 1990 for the reason the economy is so healthy now. We




