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sReading Comprehensiony

(40 minutes)

<+ Part A

Directions : i
Read the following three texts. Answer the questions on each
gtext by choosing A, B, C or D. Mark your answers on theé
%ANSWER SHEET by drawing a thick line across the
%corresponding letter in the brackets. :

Text 1
It was a quarter past nine as Marie hurried into the office
building where she was going to work. Her bus had inched along
through heavy morning traffic, making her a few minutes late for her
very first job. She decided to start out half an hour earlier the next
day. i
Once inside the lobby, she had to stand at the elevators and
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wait several minutes before she could get on one going to the sixth
floor. When she finally reached the office marked “King Enterprises”,
she knocked at the door nervously and waited. There was no answer.
She tapped on the door again, but still there was no reply. From
inside the next office, she could hear the sound of voices, so she
opened the door and went in.

Although she was sure it was the same office she had been in two
weeks before when she had had the interview with Mr. King, it looked
quite different now. In fact, it hardly lookéd: like an officé ‘at all. The
employees were just standing around chatting and smoking. At the far
end of the room, somebody must have just told a good joke, she
thought, because there was a loud burst of laughter as she came in.
For a moment she had thought they were laughing at her.

Then one of the men looked at his watch, clapped his hands
and said something to the others. Quickly they all went to their desks
and, in a matter of seconds, everyone was hard at work. No one
paid any attention to Marie. Finally she went up to the man who was
sitting at the desk nearest to the door and explained that this was
her first day in the office. Hardly looking up from his work, he told
her to have a seat and wait for Mr. King, who would arrive at any
moment. Then Marie realized that the day’s work in the office began
just before Mr. King arrived. Later she found out that he lived in
Connecticut and came into Manhattan on the same train every
morning, arriving in the office at 9:35, so that his staff knew

exactly when to start working.

SRR T g

1. Marie felt nervous when she knocked at the door because

A. it was her first day in a new job

A
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B. she was a little bit late for work
C. she was afraid that she had gone to the wrong place
D. there was no answer from inside the office
2. Marie could hardly recognize the office she went into as
A. she had been there only once
B. Mr. King was not in the office
C. Nobody was doing any work
D. The office had a new appearance
3. The people in the office suddenly started working because
A. they saw a stranger in the office
B. they had finished their morning break
C. no one wanted to talk to Marie
D. the boss was about to arrive
4. We can infer from the text that the employees of the enterprise
A. would start their work by listening to a joke
B. were cold to newcomers
C. were always punctual for work
D. lacked devotion to the company
5. The best title for this text would be
A. Punctual Like Clock B. A Cold Welcome
C. An Unpunctual Manager D. Better Late Than Never

& 1.B 2.C 3.D 4D 5 A

Text 2

Although one might not think so from some of the criticism of

it, advertising is essential to the kind of society in which people in
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the United Kingdom, and a very considerable proportion of the world
at large, live. Advertising is necessary as a means of communicating
with others, of telling them about the goods and services that are
offered, and of which most of them would never get to hear at all if
it were not for advertising. And advertising helps a great deal to
promote a rising standard of living.

In talking about advertising, one should not think only in terms
of a commercial on television, or an advertisement in the newspapers
or periodicals. In its widest sense, advertising includes a host of other
activities such as packaging, shop displays and—in the sense of
communication—even the spoken word of the salesman. After all, the
roots of advertising are to be found in the market place.

For many years it was thought that it was enough to produce
goods and supply services. It is only more recently that it has become
increasingly understood that the production of goods is a waste of
resources unless those goods can be sold at a fair price within a
reasonable time span. In the competitive society in which we live, it
1s essential that we go out and sell what we have to offer, and
advertising plays an important role in this respect, whether selling at
home or in export markets.

Approximately 2 percent of the UK gross national product is
spent on advertising. But it must not be thought that this advertising
tries to sell goods to consumers who do not want them. Of course,
advertising does try to attract the interest of the potential consumer,
but if the article when purchased does not match up to the standards
that the advertising suggests that it will, it is obviously exceedingly
unlikely that the article will sell well.
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6. According to the text advertising is important to .

A.
B.

every potential consumer in the world

large countries in the world

C. people with a high standard of living

D. a large number of people in the world

7. Advertising has its origins in

A. shop window displays and the wrapping of goods

B.
C.

face—to—face contact between sellers and buyers

the communicative abilities of a trained sales person

D. articles in newspapers and magazines

8. People have realized that resources are wasted if goods
A.
B.
C.
D.

9. The

A.

B.
C.

D.

are not of lasting value

are not sold at a high price

remain unsold for a long time

remained unsold in export markets

text makes a point that goods will sell well if
advertisements reflect the true value of them
enough money is spent on advertising
advertisements are well designed

they are of high quality

10. The best title of this passage would be o

A.
B.
C.

D.

Benefits of Advertising
A Brief History of Advertising in the UK
Limitations of Advertising

Production and Advertising

6.D 7.B 8 C 9.A 10. A
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Text 3

Fishing adds only about 1 percent to the global economy, but

on a regional basis it can contribute enormously to human survival.
Marine fisheries contribute more to the world’s supply of protein than
beef, pouliry or any other animal source.

Fishing typically does not require land ownership, and because
it remains, in general, open to all, it is often the employer of last
resort in the developing world—an occupation when there are no
other options. Worldwide, about 200 million people depend on fishing
for their livelihoods. Within Southeast Asia alone, more than five
million people fish full -time. In Northern Chile 40 percent of the
population lives off the ocean. In Newfoundland most employment
came from fishing or servicing that industry—until the collapse of the
cod fisheries in the early 1990s left tens of thousands of people out
of work.

Although debates over the conservation of natural resources are
often cast as a conflict between jobs and the environment, the
restoration of fish populations would in fact boost employment.
Michael P. Sissenwine and Andrew A. Rosenberg of the U.S. National
Marine Fisheries Service have estimated that if depleted species were
allowed to rebuild to their long—term potential, their sustainable use
would add about $8 billion to the U.S. gross domestic product—and
provide some 300,000 jobs. If fish populations were restored and
properly managed, about 20 million metric tons could be added to
the world’s annual catch. But restoration of ecological balance, fiscal
profitability and economic security will require a substantial reduction

in the capacity of the commercial fishing industry so that wild
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populations can recover.

The necessary reductions in fishing power need not come at the
expense of jobs. Governments could increase employment and reduce
the pressure on fish populations by directing subsidies away from highly
mechanized ships. For each $1 million of investment, industrial-scale
fishing operations require only one to five people, whereas small -
scale fisheries would employ between 60 and 3,000. Industrial fishing
itself threatens tens of million fishermen working on a small scale by

depleting the fish on which they depend for subsistence.

11. The animal source which supplies the most protein for human
being is .
A. beef B. fish C. pork D. chicken
12. Paragraph 2 implies that
A. most of man’s employment is from fishing
B. man can always turn to fishing for employment
C. forty percent of Chileans live on fishing boats or ships
D. fishing has been the biggest industry in Newfoundland
13. In the conflict between jobs and the environment, the author takes
sides with those who are in favour of
A. increasing the annual catch
B. creating more jobs
C. getting greater fiscal profitability
D. conserving natural resources
14. The balance between jobs and the environment can be kept if
A. fishing capacity is further increased

B. fishing jobs are further increased
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