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Foreword

Established in 1975, the International Food Policy Re-
search Institute’s (IFPRI’s) mission is to provide policy solu-
tions that cut hunger and malnutrition in a sustainable way.

IFPRI has worked with China since its foundation, and
has accelerated its collaborative effort over the last several
years by expanding its China office and by jointly establishing
the International Center for Agricultural and Rural Develop-
ment (ICARD) with the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sci-
ences. IFPRI’s China work has three distinguishing features.
First, close collaboration with Chinese institutions on research
related to China has been the major mode of IFPRI operation.
Se cond, considering the large number of diversified research
institutions engaged in policy research, IFPRI has used net-
working and facilitation as a cost ~ effective means of engage-

ment, Finally, collaboration goes both ways: China can learn from
v 1.
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other countries in designing strategies and policies for promo-
ting further agricultural and rural growth and reducing pover-
ty, and its successful experiences of dramatic poverty reduction
through an agriculture - led strategy can be widely shared with
other developing countries.

This conference is exemplifies IFPRI’s activities in China.
The conference was cohosted by Nanjing Agricultural Univer-
sity, South China Agricultural University, and IFPRI through
ICARD. It addresses a key issue relevant for many developing
countries, including China, i. e. , how small farmers can ad-
just under rapid globalization. Small farmers are the largest
employment and small - business group among the world’s
poor. Their businesses use mostly local resources and face lo-
cal constraints that are deeply affected by global economic
change. In the coming decades policymakers face the challenge
of strategizing and facilitating “transition management” for and
with small farmers at a unique historical scale. This context
makes the conference timely.

Participants of the conference spent two days debating

what challenges small farmers face and what polices and strate-
* 2 .
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gies may help them to adjust and prosper under globalization.
These strategies include linking commodity supply chains to
small farmers, helping small farmers participate in high - value
production through both public and private R&D investment
and related policies, and nurturing and promoting new institu-
tions to organize small farmers so they can engage with inter-
national and domestic firms ranging from input suppliers and
technical and financial providers, to processors, marketers,
and exporters of farm produce.

The conference organizers are publishing the conference pro-
ceedings to share the results of the conference widely. I want to use
this opportunity to thank co - organizers Funing Zhong, Simei
Wen, and Shenggen Fan for their diligent work in organizing the

conference and in putting this volume together.

Joachim von Braun

Director General, IFPRI
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