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1. MINERVA HOUSE"

ONE sunny morning in June. about the year
1813, there drove up to the gates of Miss
Pinkerton’s school for young ladies. a large family
2

coach?, with two fat horses, driven by a fat

coachman. As a servant got down and rang the
bell, at least twenty young heads were seen
gazing ¥ out of the narrow windows of the old brick

house.
“It is Mrs. Sedley’s coach. sister.” said gentle
Miss Jemima, in the headmistress’s room.

*Have you completed all the necessary
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preparations for Miss Sedley’s departure?” asked
the great Miss Pinkerton herself.

“The girls were up at four this morning,
packing her trunks®, sister,” replied Miss
Jemima.

“And 1 trust you have made a copy of Miss
Sedley’s account®. Ninety-three pounds, four
shillings. Be kind enough to address it to® John
Sedley, Esquire®”, and to seal this letter that I
have written to his lady. ”

The letter was as follows ;—

Minerva House,
June 15th.
Madam,

After her six years’stay under my care, I have
the honour and happiness of presenting Miss
Amelia Sedley to® her parents as a young lady

worthy of occupying a position in® well-bred

(v packing her trunks Z34¥T S5 F.pack a trunk %458
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society®,

Her good work and obedience® have pleased
her teachers, and her delightful sweetness of
temper® has charmed all her companions.

In music, dancing, spelling, and every kind of
needlework she has made excellent progress. In
geography there is still much to be desired¥. In
the principles of religion and right conduct®, Miss
Sedley will be found worthy of the good name of
Minerva House.

In leaving Minerva House, Miss Amelia
carries with her the hearts of her companions and
the affectionate wishes of her headmistress®, who
has the honour to sign herself.

Yours faithfully,
Barbara Pinkerton

P. S. @ Miss Sharp accompanies Miss Sedley.
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It is particularly requested that Miss Sharp’s stay
may not exceed ten days. The family of noble
rank® which is employing her desires to make use
of her services® as soon as possible.

B.P.

This letter completed®, Miss Pinkerton began
to write her own name and Miss Sedley’s on the
first page of a Johnson’s Dictionary®—the
interesting work which she always presented to®
her pupils on their departure.

Miss Jemima, with a timid, hesitating look®.
handed her sister a second copy of the book.

“For whom is this?” said Miss Pinkerton.
with awful coldness®.

“For Becky Sharp.” answered Jemima.
trembling very much, and blushing, *“for Becky
Sharp: she’s going too.”
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*Miss Jemima!” exclaimed Miss Pinkerton.
“are you in your senses? Replace the dictionary in
the cupboard. and send Miss Sedley to me.”

Miss Sedley’s father was a merchant in
London, and a man of some wealth®, while Miss
Sharp was a student-teacher. for whom Miss
Pinkerton thought she had done enough®, without

honouring her with the gift of the dictionary.
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2. GOODBYE TO SCHOOL

MISS SEDLEY was a charming young lady,
who deserved® all that the headmistress had
written in her praise. She had such a kind,
generous heart, that she won the love of everyone
who came near her, and she had half the school as
her particular friends®. Her face blushed with rosy
health®, and her lips had the freshest of smiles™,
and her eyes sparkled with bright good-nature,
except when they were filled with tears, for she
would cry over a dead bird, or over a mouse that
the cat had seized, and as for saying an unkind
word to her—why, even Miss Pinkerton had given
the teachers particular orders to treat her with the

greatest gentleness., as severity was harmful to

=

her?.
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When the day of departure came, between her
two customs of laughing and crying™.Miss Sedley
was greatly puzzled how to act?. She was glad to
go home, and yet dreadfully sad at leaving
school®. But now the flowers and the presents and
the trunks had all been arranged in the carriage.
and a very small old box with Miss Sharp’s card
nailed neatly on it*. had been added to the pile.
The farewell visit to the headmistress’s room
having been paid. Miss Sedley was at liberty to
leave®.

“You’ll go in and say goodbye. Becky?” said
Miss Jemima to a young lady of whom nobody took
any notice %,

“I suppose I must.” said Miss Sharp calmly.

and after knocking and receiving permission to

a0 between her two customs of laughing and crying #
ER EEXFENIR

was greatly puzzled how to act B /AN HIiE W] 4 &
(3R R, be puzzled BE| K4 : A 518

& yet dreadfully sad at leaving school B ¥ % & % %

Sl

R
a with. ..card nailed neatly on it _I [ %% %% IE 1E #b §T
%......&"Jz H“

% was at liberty to leave 0] BEBT B £ , be at liberty to
do sth. FEEREE
& of whom nobody took any notice & A B i



enter, she advanced and said in French, with
perfect pronunciation, “Madam, I have come to
wish you goodbye. ”

Miss Pinkerton did not understand French;
she only directed those who did?. but biting her
lips and throwing up her head?, she said.*Miss
Sharp. I wish you good morning. "And she waved
her hand to give Miss Sharp a chance of shaking
one of her fingers.

Miss Sharp only folded her own hands™ with a
very cold smile and bow.

’

“Come away. Becky.” said Miss Jemima.
pulling the young woman out in great alarm, and
the door closed on her for ever”.

Then came the parting below.® All the
servants were there in the hall-—all the dear

friends—all the young ladies; and there was such a
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kissing and crying as cannot be described*. It was
over®—that is. Miss Sedley parted from her
{riends. Miss Sharp had quietly entered the
carriage some minutes before. Nobody cried
because she was leaving.

The servant shut the carriage door.

“Stop!” cried Miss Jemima. rushing to the
gate with a parcel. “Becky. Becky Sharp. here’s a
book for you that my sister—that is, that I-—~
Johnson’s Dictionary. my dear, you mustn’t leave
without it. Goodbye. Drive on?. coachman! God
bless you!”

And the kind creature? retreated into the
garden.

But just as the coach drove off. Miss Sharp
put her pale face out of the window, and actually

threw the book back into the garden.
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