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Chapter 1
A Shifting Reef

The year 1866 was signalised by a
remarkable incident, a mysterious and
puzzling phenomenon, which doubtless no
one has yet for-gotten. Not to mention
rumours which agitated the maritime
population and excited the public mind, even
in the interior of continents, seafaring men
were particularly excited. Mer-chants,
common sailors, captains of vessels,skippers,
both of Europe and America, naval officers
of all countries, and the Governments of
several States on the two continents, were
deeply interested in the matter.

For some time past vessels had been met
by “an enormous thing,” a long object, spindle-
shaped, occasionally phosphorescent, and in-
finitely larger and more rapid in its movements
than a whale.

The facts relating to this apparition
(entered in various log-books) agreed in most
respects as to the shape of the object or
creature in question, the untiring rapidity of
its movements, its surprising power of
locomotion, and the pecu- liar life with which
it seemed endowed. If it was a whale, it
surpassed in size all those hith- erto classified
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in science.

Taking into consideration the mean of
obser- vations made at divers times- rejecting
the timid estimate of those who assigned to
this object a length of two hundred feet,
equally with the exaggerated opinions which
set it down as a mile in width and three in
length-we might fairly conclude that this
mysterious being sur-passed greatly all
dimensions admitted by the learned ones of
the day, if it existed at all.

And that it DID exist was an undeniable
fact; and, with that tendency which disposes
the human mind in favour of the marvellous,
we can understand the excitement produced
in the entire world by this supernatural appari-
tion. As to classing it in the list of fables, the
idea was out of the question.

On the 20th of July, 1866, the steamer
Gov- ernor Higginson, of the Calcutta and
Burnach Steam Navigation Company, had
met this mov- ing miass five miles off the east
coast of Aus- tralia. Captain Baker thought at
first that he was in the presence of an unknown
sandbank; he even prepared to determine its
exact position when two columns of water,
projected by the mysterious object, shot with
a hissing noise a hundred and fifty feet up
into the air. Now, unless the sandbank had
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been submitted to the intermittent eruption
of a geyser, the Governor Higginson had to
do neither more nor less than with an aquatic
mammal, unknown till then, which threw up
from its blow-holes columns of water mixed
with air and vapour.

Similar facts were observed on the 23rd
of July in the same year, in the Pacific Ocean,
by the Columbus, of the West India and
Pacific Steam Navigation Company. But this
extraordi-nary creature could tmnsport itself
from one place to another with surprising
velocity; as, in an interval of three days, the
Governor Higgin- son and the Columbus had
observeditattwodiﬂ’ermtpointsofﬂlechan,
separated by a distance of more than seven
hundred nautical leagues. "

Fifteen days later, two thousand miles
far- ther off, the Helvetia, of the Compagnie-
Na- tionale, and the Shannon, of the Royal
Mail Steamship Company, sailing to
windward in that portion of the Atlantic lying
between the United States and Europe,
respectively sig- nalled the monster to each
other in 42;&15°' N. lat. and 60;d 35' W. long.
In these simultaneous observations they
thought themselves justified in estimating the
minimum length of the mam- mal at more than
+three hundred and fifty feet, as the Shannon
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and Helvetia were of smaller dimensions than
it, though they measured three hundred feet
over all. Now the largest whales, those which
frequent those parts of the sea round the
Aleutian, Kulammak, and Umgullich islands,
have never exceeded the length of sixty yards,
if they attain that.

In every place of great resort the monster
was the fashion. They sang of it in the cafes,
ridiculed it in the papers, and represented it
on the stage. All kinds of stories were
circulated regarding it, There appeared in the
papers cari- catures of every gigantic and
imaginary crea- ture, from the white whale,
the terrible ;°Moby Dick;j+of sub-arctic
regions, to the immense kraken, whose
tentacles could entangle a ship of five hundred
tons and hurry it into the abyss of the ocean.
The legends of ancient times were even
revived.

Then burst forth the unending argument
between the believers and the unbelievers in
the societies of the wise and the scientific
journals. “The question of the monster”
inflamed all minds. Editors of scientific
journals, quar- relling with believers in the
supernatural, spilled seas of ink during this
memorable cam- paign, some even drawing

blood; for from the sea-serpent they came to

——HEERRAREX—KE, B
s, TR XA LY
EPH 350 BERK,

EERET, XEBRYROERIE
B, MewmEs B AL, FiR
A EMFEAK, BEBECRETH
. MEEFH TILRBES BT
R FEMERITRAKRMMAL, &
HBTXTERER T RHIWHH
iH, NESg. b aran i -
e HEIRRKY “SZhi R (ETLL
FMZRAE 500 BETEERIAAR, HIHHKE
FHROR MRS, &R
mET .

Y, EFARREPRRAERT
L, HiEESHRLEZMRFT
AEHFE. “EPRE E8A
RN . PHERERERE %
BRAAOXANITETERT A,
H—BAEZER A HT maHR
B, B A di 160 7 3k B 1) i S R Hg
%, WAERT ASGHit.



direct personalities.

During the first months of the year 1867
the question seemed buried, never to revive,
when new facts were brought before the
public. It was then no longer a scientific
problem to be solved, but a real danger
seriously to be avoid- ed. The question took
quite another shape. The monster became a
small island, a rock, a reef, but a reef of
indefinite and shifting propor- tions.

On the 5th of March, 1867, the
Moravian, of the Montreal Ocean Company,
finding her- self during the night in 27;3 30’

lat. and 72;815;#long., struck on her starboard

quarter a rock, marked in no chart for that
part of the sea. Under the combined efforts of
the wind and its four hundred horse power, it
was going at the rate of thirteen knots. Had it
not been for the superior strength of the hull
of the Moravian, she would have been broken
by the shock and gone down with the 237
passengers she was bringing home from
Canada.

The accident happened about five
o’clock in the morning, as the day was
breaking. The of- ficers of the quarter-deck
hurried to the after- part of the vessel. They

examined the sea with the most careful
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about three cables’ length distant, as if the
surface had been violently agitated. The
bearings of the place were taken exactly, and
the Moravian continued its route without
apparent damage. Had it struck on a
submerged rock, or on an enormous wreck?
They could not tell. but, on examination of
the ship’s bottom when undergoing repairs,
it was found that part of her keel was broken.

This fact, so grave in itself, might
perhaps have been forgotten like many others
if, three weeks after, it had not been re-enacted
under similar circumstances. But, thanks to
the na- tionality of the victim of the shock,
thanks to the reputation of the company to
which the vessel belonged, the circumstance
became ex- tensively circulated.

The 13th of April, 1867, the sea being
beautiful, the breeze favourable, the Scotia,
of the Cunard Company’s line, found herself
in 15;d12' long. and 45j 37' lat. She was
going at the speed of thirteen knots and a half.

At seventeen minutes past four in the | -

after- noon, whilst the passengers were
assembled at lunch in the great saloon, a slight
shock was felt on the hull of the Scotia, on
her quarter, a little aft of the port-paddle.
The Scotia had not struck, but she had
been struck, and seemingly by something
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rather sharp and penetrating than blunt. The
shock had been so slight that no one had been
alarmed, had it not been for the shouts of the
carpenter’s watch, who rushed on to the
bridge, exclaiming, “We are sinking! we are
sinking !”

At first the passengers were much fright-
ened, but Captain Anderson hastened to reas-
sure them. The danger cmﬂd not be imminent.
The Scotia, divided into seven compartments
by strong partitions, could brave with
impunity any leak.

Captain Anderson went down
immediately into the hold. He found that the
sea was pour- ing into the fifth compartment;
and the rapidi- ty of the influx proved that
the force of the wa- ter was considerable.
Fortunately this compart- ment did not hold
the boilers, or the fires would have been
immediately extinguished.

Captain Anderson ordered the engines
to be stopped at once, and one of the men
went down to ascertain the extent of the
injury. Some minutes afterwards they
discovered the existence of a large hole, two
yards in diame- ter, in the ship’s bottom. Such
a leak could not be stopped, and the Scotia,
her paddles half submerged, was obliged to

continue her course. She was then three
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hundred miles from Cape Clear, and, after
three days’ delay, which caused great
uneasiness in Liverpool, she entered the basin
of the company.

The engineers visited the Scotia, which
was put in dry dock. They could scarcely
believe it possible; at two yards and a half
below water- mark was a regular rent, in the
form of an isosceles triangle. The broken place
in the iron plates was so perfectly defined that
it could not have been more neatly done by a
punch. It was clear, then, that the instrument
prodlicing the. perforation was not of a
common stamp and, after having been driven

™" with prodigious strength, and piercing an iron

plate 1 3/8 inch- es thick, had withdrawn itself
by a backward motion.

Such was the last fact, which resulted in
exciting once more the torrent of public
opinion. From this moment all unlucky
casualties which could not be otherwise
accounted for-were put down to the monster.
Upon this imaginary creature rested the
responsibility of all these shipwrecks, which
unfortunately were consid- erable; for of three
thousand ships whose loss was annually
recorded at Llayd’s, the number of sailing and
steam-ships supposed to be totally lost, from
the absence of all news, amounted to not less
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than two hundred!

Now, it was the “monster” who, justly
or unjustly, was accused of their
disappearance, and, thanks to it,
communication between the different
continents became more and more dangerous.
The public demanded sharply that the seas
should at any price be relieved from this

formidable cetacean.

Chapter 2
Pro And Con

At the period when these events took
~ place,I had just returned from a scientific
research in the disagreeable territory of
Nebraska, in the United States. In virtue of
my office as Assis- tant Professor in the
Museum of Natural Histo- ry in Paris, the
French Government had at- tached me to that
expedition. After six months in Nebraska, I
arrived in New York towards the end of March,
laden with a precious collection. My departure
for France was fixed for the first days in May.
Meanwhile I was occupying myself in
classifying my mineralogical, botani- cal, and
zoological riches, when the accident
happened to the Scotia.

I was perfectly up in the subject which
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was the question of the day. How could I be
other- wise? I had read and reread all the
American and European papers without being
any nearer a conclusion. This mystery puzzled
me. Under the impossibility of forming an
opinion, I jumped from one extreme to the
other. That there really was something could
not be doubted, and the incredulous were
invited to put their finger on the wound of
the Scotia.

On my arrival at New York the question
was at its height. The theory of the floating
island, and the unapproachable sandbank,
supported by minds little competent to form
a judgment, was abandoned. And, indeed,
unless this shoal had & machine in its stomach,
how could it change its position with such
astonishing rapidity?

From the same cause, the idea of a
floating hull of an enormous wreck was given
up.

There remained, then, only two possible
s0- lutions of the question, which created two
distinct parties: on one side, those who were
for a monster of colossal strength; on the
other, those who were for a submarine vessel
of enor- mous motive power.

But this last theory, plausible as it was,
could not stand against inquiries made in both

Bi, REASATHRIREEFE
P& XKFY, EXHRERNRL
REEX -, XA HAILERA
B, REFEER, ARAHFER
PR i LA 2 ) B BE A o XA
FLRLFE, X—RELEN,
TR, MBI FE
S8 O RE 2B B

FERBLAMLAMIBHER, XA
Mititefadt. RERELR
BN HEE RS NG, Tk
BIENRG 2 XNWE, C2H8E
THE. HEMMEHIEEWNS. B
EXRGEREL 6%, &
W, EEATTRELUX R A BB B
P ke shue?

RER—RESE, -8
HEME R E IR Y i R L
e, BbFE. '

B4, RRMTFF LA M
B, o A i e 1 T R IR
Bl —Wikh, XB—FHH LR
HREEY; B-RUNE, SR
EIEE KK “BK” M,

X —FBRRRER LR, H
GHERAMITHITHREZG,



worlds. That a private gentleman should have
such a machine at his command was not
likely. Where, when, and how was it built?
and how could its construction have been kept
secret?‘

Certainly a Government might possess
such a destructive machine. And in these
disastrous times, when the ingenuity of man
has multi- plied the power of weapons of war,
it was possible that, without the knowledge
of others, a State might try to work such a
formidable en- gine.

But the idea of a war machine fell before
the declaration of Governments. As public
interest was in question, and transatlantic
communications suffered, their veracity could
not be doubted. But how admit that the
construction of this submarine boat had
escaped the public eye? For a private
gentleman to keep the secret under such
circumstances would be very difficult, and for
a State whose every act is persistently watched
by powerful rivals, certainly impossible.

Upon my arrival in New York several per-
sons did me the honour of consulting me on
the phenomenon in question. I had published
in France a work in quarto, in two volumes,
enti- tled Mysteries of the Great Submarine
Grounds. This book, highly approved of in
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