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aboard =wes -

on or on to a large vehicle such as a ship, plane, bus
ortrain: £ (. WHL. HFHAF) ki B R B e
PFARKA)

* There were 600 passengers

( : Language Help —
aboard the aircraft. " iM% on board

¢ There were 500 passengers on

» We were not alfowed aboard

the finer until our passports | board the aircraft.
had been checked. © » We were not aHowgd on
e Strangely enough, those + board the liner until cur

aboard the stranded train passports had been checked

began to make friends and
enjoy the experience.

AbOUL mmexsmmers v s 2o

1 onthe subject of: ¥ -

e [ was just telling them about our holiday.

e What were you laughing about?

» She's written a book about cooking with spices.
2 concerning: Xt

¢ Can anything be done about this mistake in the
timetable?

* There was something odd about the way he spoke.

* The nice thing about Jenny is
that she never gets angry.

Language Help '
3 approximately; roughly: % A around (JLII ) E 4 4 !
i
¢ We arrived about 5 o'clock. i) _
_ . * The accident occurred at around
» They've lived in France for 5 o'clock,
about a year. » The audience numbered around
|
* The audience numbered 250. i
L - N 1




2| Prepositions
about 250. Language Help
4 1o or at different points in an area:  jpiH2%:. aroundiround
{E&%, mMik » He spends his time wandering
. . around {or round) the office.
*» He spends his time wandering

about the office.
» There were books scattered about the room.

common phrases

how about ... ? or what about ... ?
used informally for making a suggestion: 7 kE A ik
THEEY

s How about a walk in the park?

» What about staying in and watching TV?

» How about going on a diet?

what about ... ?
used for reminding someone about something: KTt
AR
¢ You can’t go out tonight - what about your essay?
be about to do something

just going to do something: RIE (fiikt3)
* | was about to put my hand in

the bow! when | noticed there T !-ﬂnguage Help

was a spider in it. FER AR RO ABEEE T
» Come and sit down — I'm about LLA be not about to.

to serve dinner! '« 'm not about to fend him any

. L + of my hard-earned money.
* You just caught me in time - | was Y ¥

about to go out. b

above s .-

— — =~ lLanguage Help ———— -
— ki, above & below ) 3L i7, over 2 under fIE % i,

|_ Language Help ‘

....... RN AR SR, M
at a higher level than: 7 + | over. i above, .
*» The plane was ﬂ'ymg well i | looked out of the window as l

above the clouds. we flew over istanbul.




above |3

* Above them the sky was bright with stars.
2 directly over: #-- i k¥

* Anotice above the door told |- —  Longuage Help —
us to remove our shoes. AL . over

* The people in the flat above | ¢ A notice over the door told us
ours make a lot of noise. ., toremove our shoes.

* She recognized the signature "~ T
above her own.

3 higher than a certain standard on a scale: (§H. %
B, kY. BF) m¥ AT 2T

* The village is 2,000 metres "~ Language Help  —
sbove sea fevel over I B B4

* When you have a fever your HH.
body temperature is above | * Children over 12 pay the full fare,
normal. | (A sbove TH TR

® Fven in summer the * In the summer, the temperature
temperature rarely rises above s often over 30 degrees.
freezing. ! - —

* The rainfall has been above average this year.

4 senior to: it Language Help  — |
* A colonel is above a captain in | over ATHMAARER -1

the army. | A WA i 3
. * The workers in each team have
* Helen is in the class above an assistant manager over them.
mine. | _ |

above all
used to introduce the most important point: &4, HE
s Work hard, be honest, but above all enjoy yourselfi
¢ Above all, make sure of your facts.
e The scheme was silly, irresponsible and, above all, dangerous.

above average
noticeably good: fEFE¥K E2 |-
* His written work is above average.

* Children of above-average musical ability were
encouraged to play an instrument.



4| Prepostions

according to =

1 used to quote someone else’s opinion or another

source of information: 7

* According to my mum, we
should be paid more for our
work.

¢ There isn't another train until
4 o’clock, according to the
timetable.

¢ It's five-thirty already,
according to that clock.

i ""  Longuage Help
| Al E SRR, e
i according to me, Eif in my
_ view, in my opinion 1% as far as |
know.
| ® The bus service is still running,
as far as | know.

* The weather’s going to improve, according to the

forecast.

2 following a certain system: #iH§

* Children are put into different groups according to

their age.

* If you build the machine according to the
instructions, you shouldn't have any problems.

* | hoped to have a free weekend but things did not

go according to plan.

across el S,

1 from one side to the other of: #
T, HaT
* We walked across the road to
our hotel.

¢ A tree had fallen and was lying
across the path.

* Rain will spread from the west
across the whole country.

2 onthe other side of: 77-----# 5
()

* There's a post office across the
street.

Language Help
over i ]+ 15 B T340 — & i
iR E TR A :
s We climbed over the wall and
into the garden.

* The horse got over afl the jumps
easily.

« | leapt over the stream.

Language Help
I HT%: over

* There's a post office over the
street.



* Across the river new skyscrapers were rising.

* The sculptures were discovered on an island far
across the ocean.

after PPN R s T e e e b

1

later in time than: (FxME) 15 205
» ['ll finish my essay after dinner.

e After putting his book down, he switched off the
light.

* | don’t like you going out alone after dark.
* She didn‘t get home till after midnight.

next to; following in order or arrangement: (&5 fr

B) Eomms (RS B 2T

* Y comes after X in the alphabet.

* A degree after your name always looks impressive!

* Art is my favourite subject; | like maths best after
that.

as a result of: g+

* We won't be using that airline again, after all the
trouble they have caused us!

o After a win like that she should be able to relax a
bit.

common phrases
after all

1

used for saying that, although something was expected,
it did not happen or it was not true: %, 4%

* The computer wasn’t broken after all.

used for giving an extra piece of information that supports
what you have just said: (BEEIEH) 3G 1, 2K

» The company can afford a pay rise. After all, they made
a profit of $6 million fast year.

after

5
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Prep..itions

be after someone
to be chasing someone, usually to get revenge or punish
them: JGIF (RET. 20%) LA

* in a day or two the police would be after him.

day after day, week after week and so on
repeated|ly every day, every week, andsoon: OE—H/ -
AR A%

+ Day after day they waited in vain for news.

* Year after year he taught the same things to a new
group of students.

» We went to shop after shop looking for the right kind of
hammer.

one after another

coming in large numbers, the next one quickly following the
previous one: - ME—A4

* One after another guests arrived with presents.
¢+ We've had one problem after another with our computer.

* It has been a bad morning, with one interruption after
another.

against —cuw=e -

1 pressing on another surface: %, &%%
* Her bike was leaning against the railings.
¢ | leant the ladder against the wall.

* Everyone was pushing against one another in the
crowded lift.

2 opposed to: %t

» We are against carrying out experiments on
animals.

* | voted against the proposed changes.
* Are you for or against smacking children?
3 in competition with: (- A& axF

* He found himself playing against Ben in the semi-
finals.



ahead of |7

» Who have you been drawn against in the ping-
pong tournament?

*» We are losing the fight against global warming.

4 disobeying (arule or law). xR (M sk%nE)

» It's against the law to use music you have taped for
a public performance.

» Taking body-building drugs is against the rules.

5 so as to give a disadvantage to: %t 1 F
* The policy discriminates against older people.
» My age is against me in the job market.

6 in contrast to (e.g. a different background): )24
Hi

* The white lilies looked lovely against the dark blue
wall.

* | saw two figures outlined against the sky.

7 in comparison with: 1. %tk
e This year they made a profit of $4 million, as
against $3 million last year.
8 providing protection from or treatment for: 54
* This cream is effective against most insect bites.

* You must be immunized against certain troprcaf
diseases before you travel.

* Are you properly insured against fire?

have something against someone or something
to dislike someone or something for some reason: (g F3

MEE) S8R (EASEY)

* Me's always making difficulties for me — | don‘t know
what he has against me.

ahead of s
1 turther forward than: - 23




8 1 Prepositions

* She kept a few yards ahead of
the other runners throughout
the race.

Language Help — |

. {52 in front of |
* The queue of vehicles ahead ® The green van was now about

of us looked endless. 100 metres in front of them.

* Ahead of them lay the i . . .
mountains and the winding
road through the pass.

2 more advanced than; doing i
better than: &%, & Language Help |
s .

VAL > fa) i 2
* Sam is well ahead of the other ;:zad of T UM ZIFIf

pupils in mathematics. * Singapore is eight hours ahead

e Qur school remains ahead of of Britain,
the rest in its exam results. R i behind

* We finished the work ahead of | * New York is several hours
Schedul"e. behind Britain.

* We're ahead of time; we can
take a short rest,

3 waiting for you in the future:

FE-- BT — - Language Help -—
* We've got a lot of work ahead | EURZ: In front of
of us. * We've got a major task in front
of us.

* The most difficult part of the |
journey still lay ahead of them. —— S

4 inreadiness for: % fEs

* Last-minute preparations are being made ahead of
next week’s dance championships.

* Delegates have been arriving in large numbers
ahead of the world summit on the environment.

common phrase

ahead of its time
more advanced than other things of the same type: %%+

w2 (Hiasd)

* The voice-recognition technology that they had
developed was years ahead of its time.



along with

along

positioned or moving on something long, such as a
road or river: 5%, Mi%

* We walked along a narrow path that led through
the woods.

* You see all sorts of craft sailing along the river.
* | ran my finger along the edge of the knife.

* You'll find beautiful wild flowers growing along the
side of the road.

alongside wocmonsions o ...

1

along the side of: % ful

* The strip alongside the motorway is called the hard
shoulder.

» We often took a walk alongside the canal.
» The footpath takes you alongside the playing fields.

nextto: £ =0
* They've built & car park T lenguage Help
alongside the hotel. | SE1) %, beside

= The ferry was already waiting

» A delivery van was parked
Y P beside the quay.

alongside the kerb.

* The ferry was already waiting
alongside the quay.

in association or combination with: #1----4& 42

* They work alongside each other and make a great
team.

* Alan is a great doubles partner, as | know from
having played alongside him in many matches.

along With o L e e R
1 in company with: f1-----—iz

* Ken arrived along with a couple of other students.

9



101 Prepositions

* /'ve been picked for the
swimming team along with

Jenny an.cxf Pam. | L. together with
* Along with other members of . Together with other members

the government, he has openfy ‘ of the government, he has
criticized the Prime Minister’s | openly criticized the Prime
decision. Minister’s decision.

2 in combination or association
with: &FE; BF
* He returned the borrowed books along with my
lecture notes.

* Along with the education reforms, the
government will introduce new legislation
on discipline.

3 aswellas: th, &

* The service gives you Internet —
access and online shopping, ‘
along with five email

Language Help
HALLAE: together with

addresses. * Write now and we shall supply
i this beautiful tweed-covered
* We'll give you a complete sofa at cost price, together
dental check-up free, along | with matching cushions.

with a set of vouchers for — — - -
dental treatment,

amid or amidst eeme. -

1 in the middle of and surrounded by: £,

* Amidst the trees stood a small cottage.
* ] caught a glimpse of Peter amidst the sea of faces.
* Amidst all the preparations for the wedding it's
easy to forget to eat properly.
2 at the same time as and because of: 7£---[&Eit, BT
* The minister resigned amid rumours of corruption.

* The Cabinet is meeting this morning amid calls for
an emergency debate.

—-—— Longuage Help ——




among |11

among or amongst

1 in the middle of and surrounded by: - i,
E ...... ‘Z.p!q
* Among the trees was a small clearing.

* He was chosen from among hundreds of applicants
for the part of Oliver.

*® Relax! You're among friends!
2 used after verbs of sharing or dividing: -+ (5
LAY

¢ The money was divided

- ) Language Help — |
among the three surviving A o
children. | fEFGEE A& L, anRIXBEA
BRI VRS A A A TSR
¢ Share the sweets out amongst (L5 {teE fIA-tkit, 4 Jilamong
yourselves. % amongst, EH| between.

__ . . + Th divided
3 occurring in or affecting a certain - porween o and Paut

type or class: £ (HRFrEEE) | ¢ The money was divided !

wh | between the two brothers. '
. . i * Th divided

» The disease is common & money was piviae

’ between Tom, Paul and
amongst poorly nourished their sister Marie.
children.

*» Working rmothers were rarely
found among middle-class families.

4 included in; one of: - v

*» Heart disease is amongst the country’s biggest
health problems.

» | was among those insisting on a special inquiry.
» Naturally she’s delighted to be among the finalists.

common phrases

among others or other things

used for saying that the person or thing you refer to is not
the only one: EA BN (F T LA A SHTRME—)

+ | must mark all these exam papers, among other things.
» She is, among other things, a keen sailor.

* ' believe you called for his resignation?’ ‘Amongst




