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American Commandos

1 [ka'meendau]

nEER, “You train for it, you train for it, you train for it,
HFRER when you have to do it, you can actually do it.”

2 it AR AATI On the training grounds of the southeastern United
: : - States, America’s newest commandos' prepare to do

vﬁ
% L%H% battle in the twenty-first century.

4 [ga'rile] “People just want to take the easy way out?, and

n. M we need the soldier who is going to take the hard

SAE, ¥F road®.”
6 [kavit] ;
v B3, DAL warfighting and embark on

the coveted® green beret’.
7 ['berei]
n. R ’t".

“These soldiers are not the Hollywood version of

soldiers. They’re the real thing. They do things that
Hollywood can’t imagine.”

For some the journey begins at the Ranger® Train-
ing School at Fort Benning, Georgia, home to the army’s
elite infantry® — the Seventy-Fifth Ranger Regiment.
In an age of precision-guided weapons, the rangers
are the only army unit that still trains all its troops in
hand to hand combat.

Here young men learn the skills of guerrilla




Part boxing, part judo', they are taught to use il

speed and power to topple? their opponent and then de-
liver a crippling® blow to his throat.

“If something happens in the family, whatever,

everybody bonds together, it’s the people here.”

Fort Benning is also home to the most sophisticated*

urban training center in the world. It was designed to
prepare US rangers for combat in densely packed® ur-
ban centers. The battleground that many think will dom-

inate future war.

“In an urban setting, there are so many places to ‘

hide. The adversary® has so many ways to come at’ s

you that is probably the last place in the world you

would ever want to fight if you could avoid it, because it

eats people, it eats resources and it costs lives.”

More than any other, the army’s tragic experience

in Somalia spurred® this emphasis on urban assault.

October third, 1993, hulks of destroyed US vehicles

are strewn across the streets of Mogadishu after a mis-
sion to capture a Somali warlord® has gone terribly
wrong.

“The best way I can describe it would be to

compare it to a Mad Max film. I mean, I can remember *

watching one of those Mad Max films and thinking this
is ridiculous®. You know, human beings would never

treat each other that way, even in a post-Apocalyptic
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situation.”

“People were killing each other for vehicles. Peo-
ple were killing each other for medicines, for food.”

“It was nuts' how close some of that fighting was.
Behind a wall, shooting at you, or pointing out the win-

dow and shooting at you or running up to the vehicles

. and shooting.”

For ranger Keni Thomas and the others from the
75th, it is a bloody and confusing? baptism by fire’.

“Was basically, everybody and their brother who
had a weapon in that city came running.”

The battle rages for eighteen hours. The US army’s

' worst firefight since Vietnam. Before it’s over, eighteen

. US soldiers lie dead and seventy eight are wounded.

“The consequences of combat are right there for

- you. There’s a lot of people that were wounded. And for

those of us who came out who weren’t shot or wounded,

there is this strange sense of guilt* that you carry with

. you for the rest of your life. Why was the machine gun-

ner hit, you know, you sit there and you go over it in

~ your head a bunch of times ... what would I have done

differently?”

After Somalia, US special operations commanders
constructed this village.

It is the most fought over town in the world.

Each of its fifteen buildings is outfitted with®




office fumiture, vending machines' and an enemy guerril-
la force.

In these close quarters, the devastation can be
quick and brutal. In one confused instant the soldiers

must separate friend from foe’.

A second’s hesitation can cost them their lives or

the lives of those fighting beside them.
Like a real life version of the Truman Show, the

city is wired with® over sixty-two cameras and micro-
phones.

“We own a good chunk of the outside of the
building. At this point we are going to secure and then
reduce two floors. Direct your attention to the middle of
the screen right here.”

“Okay, let’s look at the OT vis* which will give us
a little more proximity® on where people are located in
relationship to the room.”

In this high tech version of laser tag, each soldier
wears an electronic marker that tracks his movement on
a two-dimensional® and three-dimensional model.

“But speed is security so they did the right thing,
sir.”

Before entry, they use a flashbang grenade’. The
smoke and fire disorients® the adversary and provides

cover for the soldiers poised’ to enter. In this scenario®,

intelligence indicates that every room conceals armed
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enemy troops.

“I came in and got maybe one round off before the
1 [ko: enemy went down. Our corporal’ DeMonica pulled se-
nd 1« curity on the door to the left. I moved out and checked
: the enemy, took his weapon, checked the body. Made
sure he was dead and then stacked left.”

“Everybody watch Feldman, here, I don’t know if
he’s ... he entered the room so quick and they start fir-
. ing at him so fast, I don’t know whether he was getting
2 [pelt] ~pelted’ or whether he was unsure of what guy he was
i going to shoot at?”

Each soldier must be aware of exactly where the
others are. Once he catches peripheral® sight of his
teammate, he has reached the outer edge of his firing
sector.

“Daniels, how’d it go?”

“Looked good, I think they probably could’ve
penetrated deep into the room a little faster.”

4 “We have a platoon* going in to take down a high
n priority target, that has a possibility of several rangers

getting injured or gun shot. In the case of fragmentation
5 [@t' : or falling through the window becoming a deceleration®
n. accident....

“Our ultimate goal is the ability to provide US
standard of medicine anywhere in the world that these
guys go on a target.”




Today field medics' are an integral part of the ex-
ercise. In future urban assault, some expect twenty-five
percent losses to be the norm.

Rangers who train in house-to-house fighting must

also learn how to storm the town in the first place. Here |

they prepare for the next level — a live fire, daytime as-

sault.

The target: a cluster of buildings shielding an ene-
my weapons site.

The goal: total destruction.

“Ranger forces are the classic go, assault, kick in
the door kinds of forces.”

“Anywhere between 2 and 300 rounds depending
on weapons system.”

Each nine-man team packs nearly three hundred
pounds of ammunition

“Real bullets for everybody, helicopters®, ground
forces, real demolitions®, real ammunition....”

Specialist Joseph Brugnoli is in charge of® the re-
coilless rifle’ team. They must blow a hole in the ene-
my’s perimeter barricade’ and mask the movement of
the assault squad®, their weapon is the Carl Gustav.

“The rounds that we’re going to be firing today are
the 84 mm HEAT’ round. It can penetrate up to 16
inches of armored steel, heavy tank, light armored vehi-

cles, it’s going to take out concrete® bunkers'. We




