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Abstracts

The set of ethical and political ideas and the world outlook of

> or the correspondence of heaven and man, as

“tianren heyt’
established by traditional Confucianism around the nuclear category of
“ren” or benevolence, has completely collapsed when encountered
with western cultures. The Chinese Nation was challenged with
unprecedented cultural crisis and crisis of life meaning. To solve these
crises, intellectuals of the May 4" period have conitrived several
projects to establish new cultures, among which Liang Qichao’s is one
of the most influential ones. Liang’s is to shaping new personality and
building new Chinese cultures, basing on the traditional cultures
which have coordinated scientifically and undergone modern
transformation, as well as drawing on modern western scientific
spirits.

However, Liang’s thoughts on the building of new cultures have
been obscured during the long-term debates between cultural

radicalism and conservatism. Therefore we need to return to the May

4th movement and back to Liang. ( Introduction) Through life-long
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intellectual explorations, Liang has developed the idea and position
that believes in equal dialogues between western and Chinese
cultures. He maintains that the building of Chinese new culture should
be based on the maintaining and innovating of the traditional culture,
thus renewing it by drawing things that it lacks originally. In this way,
the Chinese new culture can not only solve the cultural crisis of China
and the crisis of life meaning, but can also made due contributions to
the development of world culture. ( Chapter One) During the process
of maintaining while innovating traditional Chinese culture, Liang has
tapped the modern values of Confucianist ideas on personality
cultivation and its humanistic thoughts and the modern significances of
pre-Qin thoughts. ( Chapter Two) taking this as the starting point,
Liang has made a profound absorption upon western scientific
methodologies and spirits as well as liberal democracy. ( Chapter
Three )

To build the new Chinese culture, it is necessary to organically
combine the traditional culture scientifically adapted and modernly
interpreted with western scientific spirits and methodologies and the
liberal democracy. This task is to be taken up by a generation of youth
with modern personality. In terms of cultivating modern personality,
Liang suggests to employ Confucianist moral thoughts in cultivating the
morals of the youth, to employ scientific spirits and methods in
developing their knowledge, and to foster their consciousness of
democratic politics by involving them into democratic movements.

( Chapter Four ) In the cultivation of the youth’s moral and
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Abstracts
personality, Liang believes that it is necessary to make use of
traditional literary canons and to help them set up an * quwet zhuyi” or
“ enthusiasmist” life outlook. Liang’s “quwei zhuyi” philosophy is a
result of his innovative interpretation of Chinese and western cultures.
The establishment of this philosophy marks the solutions of the
Chinese cultural crisis and the crisis of life meanings in Liang and
marks the completion of Liang’s building of a new culture. ( Chapter
Five)

However, such a solution of life meaning is after all an aesthetic
realization and the ways to realize life meanings proposed by radicalist
political revolution had a stronger appeal to contemporary youth. In
this context, the forgetting of Liang’s thoughts on new culture is
doomed. Nevertheless, it does not mean these thoughts are valueless.
This dissertation believes that Liang’s thoughts on new culture as
developed in the May 4" Period will surely become gloriously radiant
in the present peaceful period of political stability.

Keywords Liang Qichao, the May 4th, new culture, personality

cultivation, enthusiasmism
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