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Preface One
Wu Liangyong  Zhou Ganshi

The emergence of Shenzhen is an out-
standing achievement of China's reform and
opening-up. Within a short period of 20 years,
Shenzhen has been transformed from a fish-
ing village and a traffic transit station into a
modern metropolis with a population of over
two million people in its Special Economic
Zone alone (according to 1999 statistics,
editor). This is an urban construction miracle
in terms of scale and speed, as well as quality
of environment. This is why the International
Union of Architects bestowed upon Shenzhen
the Honorable Mention for city planning at the
20th World Congress of the UIA in 1999 It is
also an honor for China's urban planning

society.

It is worthwhile to learn some valuable
experiences from the urban planning and con-
struction of Shenzhen, especially the planning
and construction of the Central District. Al-
though this district is still under construction,

the following points are notable:
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From the very beginning, based on its
unique geographical location and other
conditions, the Central District took the fine
between Lotus Mountain and Shenzhen Bay
as its main axis. and Shennan Avenue as its
cross axis. Ever since then, there has been no

change of this basic site concept.

In the past ten years, many offices and
experts have participated in the Central Dis-
trict planning study and have provided vari-
ous schemes. This long period of research evo-
lution has not resulted in the ultimate ideal
scheme yet. However. over the course of long
period of decision-making and study, it has
enriched planning ideas. and. more important,
it has helped to formulate a relatively rational
urban pattern. as well as a correct planning and
design program for the Central District of
Shenzhen. Thus, it has a laid solid foundation
for future international design consultations.
(Such a process is exactly what has been lack-
ing in the design competitions of various other
Cities in recent years.) Oftentimes large-scale
architectural designs. as well as new city

planning. pay little attention to the program.
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Instead, materials are put together without any
careful research, and then a bid is called in a
hurry. Thus. such kinds of competitions rarely
achieve positive results, and the winning
schemes are far from satisfactory when

executed.

In the process of organizing international
consultations for the Central District planning,
the leaders of Shenzhen have cautiously se-
lected capable people with solid academic spe-
cialties (including those who are familiar with
the local situations) to the jury panel. Once
formed, the jury committee is entrusted to per-
form its duty, and its judgment is fully
respected. As soon as the panel makes a
decision, it is announced to the public
immediately. So far, these results have been
well received by society. For example, after
he had returned to his home country, one for-
eign jury member reported to a magazine his
compliments of the just and transparent evalu-
ation process in Shenzhen.

~
The selected scheme of the Central Dis-

trict is currently being implemented. After in-
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ternational consultations, subordinate projects
have also had open competitions-all with posi-

tive results.

Yet once the jury selects a project, it does
not mean that planning and design has ended.
Instead, during the course of implementation.
there are still many challenges that need fur-
ther investigation. In this respect, the approach
of municipal leaders and experts has been
meticulous. The original schemes of major
buildings-including programs, details, and so
on-have been constantly refined. Sometimes
the nature and name of a building have been
modified: e.g., the name of the Municipal
Government Building has been changed to "the
Citizens' Center” because it is more than just
a city hall. As another example, the Conven-
tion and Exhibition Center was initially located
in the Central District, then it was moved else-
where traffic reasons, but finally it was again
sited on the southern edge of the Central Dis-

trict after a comprehensive evaluation.

Many cities of our country have now re-
alized the importance of urban design.

Therefore, it is important to introduce the con-
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tributions of Shenzhen. Everything has both
universality and particularity. That is also the
case in the urban construction. Its universality
lies in the following aspects: urban planning
is serious: the rules established in an urban plan
should be progressively refined: although
changes are inevitable, any decision must be
based on scientific research; any design
modification. in accordance with the whole.
must inherit the old but also to embrace the
new. but not make changes subjectively and
wantonly. Only by doing so can the spirit and
objectives of the original plan be implemented
thoroughly regardless of any situations and

changes.

The particularity lies in that each urban
planning and design project should fully uti-
lize its special natural. political. geographic,
social. and economic conditions etc. and form
its unique characteristics by following its own
objectives, and not blindly copying and mim-
icking others. Compared with the design of a
single building design, an urban design, no
matter at the design stage or at the implemen-
tation stage. faces more complications and

takes a longer time to complete. Therefore,
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numerous masterpieces of individual buildings
have been found everywhere in the world
throughout history, while excellent urban plan-
ning examples are much rarer. Maybe this is
one of the main reasons why China has in-
vested so much in urban construction over the
past 50 years, but has seen so few true
successes. Shenzhen demonstrates the prelimi-
nary outcome of a serious and careful prac-
tice-adopting universal principles along with
the special local conditions. It is preliminary,
because even though it has already laid a good
foundation, if the principles of universality and
particularity are not followed properly, the
ensuing urban construction might not achieve
perfection. This is a point worthy of further

consideration.
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Preface Two

Chen Yutang

Shenzhen is China's window to its reform
and opening-up. Its urban construction
achievements of the late 20 years have at-
tracted worldwide attention. At the turn of the
century, Shenzhen confirmed its strategic ob-
jective to build itself into @ "modern interna-
tional city, regionally key city and garden city.
" One of the most crucial aspects to realizing
this objective is developing the Central Dis-
trict of Shenzhen. Besides, it also symbolizes

Shenzhen's second phase of development.

The municipal government aims to fully
complete the Central District within five years
of the year 2000. Therefore, the urban con-
struction has been launched 'full steam ahead'.
At present in the Central District, the city has
approved the development of 1.3 million m*
of land on 66 different parcels. Already 550.
000 m? of building have been built in the Cen-
tral District while there are 1.7 million m* un-
der currently under construction and a further! .
2 million m? will be developed in 5 years. At

the end of 1998, six government projects
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started construction simultaneously. The roof
of the Citizens’ Center has already taken shape-
like a big hawk spreading wings-and its east
wing was used as a temporary exhibition hall
for the High-tech Fair in 2001. The Children's
Palace is undergoing completion of its inte-
rior and exhibit spaces. Construction has al-
ready finished on the main structure of the
music hall and library. The Television Center
has risen to its full height. Tunneling on the
subway project is fast underway and the first
stage is slated to open in 2004. The Shenzhen
Convention and Exhibition Center is also un-
der heavy construction in order to host the 2004
China High-tech Fair. With the construction
of the Convention and Exhibition Center, most
of the projects on the city axis have at least
been confirmed and have entered their design
and planning phases. These new projects, to-
gether with housing construction in the Cen-
tral District. will bring a delicate and broad
central area to appear within sight of the people

of Shenzhen and its visitors.

Therefore. the Central District has become
important for the Shenzhen municipal govern-

ment to show its achievements and point to-
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wards the path of the city's future development.
Whenever national and provincial leaders and
officials from other cities come to Shenzhen
to sce its construction, they go to the top of
Lotus Hill and look down on the busy con-
struction sites. visit the planning model and
photo exhibition and learn about the planning
and construction progress of the Central
District. The computer simulation of the Cen-
tral District gives viewers virtual experiences
of walking, driving, or flying through the
District. Through the simulation, people can
observe and study the building and environ-
ment of the District from any angle and com-
pare different schemes. This technology has
won recognition from experts at the Ministries
of Construction and Land, as well as from pro-
fessionals worldwide. It has also become an
important tool for communicating about ur-
ban planning to the citizens. The important
achievements of the Central District planning
and design have been publicized in exhibits
while citizens have also been able to give in-
put through opinion surveys. Two city plan-
ning exhibition halls exhibit pictures and mod-
els of the Central District and are open to the

public for free. In 1999, a three-dimensional
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animation and model of the Central District
was included in the Beijing World Congress
of the Union of International Architects. In the
city exhibitions for Beijing, Shanghai and
Shenzhen organized by the Bauhaus Founda-
tion in Dessau, Germany in 2000, the
Shenzhen Central District was also showcased
as a centerpiece to the German public. All these
exchanges of information and exhibition ac-
tivities have greatly raised the popularity of
the Central District and brought domestic and
international attention, therefore producing an
even greater need for a complete source of in-

formation on the District.

Once construction of the Central District
was well underway and its reputation had

spread widely, it became the right time to col-
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lect and publish this series of books on the
District's urban planning and building design.
The series details the progress and achieve-
ments of planning and design of this area. Af-
ter years of painstaking management of the
Central District. how do we judge its urban
design? Have we produced buildings that rep-
resent the 21st century? Will it have much in-
fluence on planning at home and abroad, or at
least play a role of reference? All these ques-
tions are waiting for further research and
discussion. Towards such a purpose, this se-
ries of books aims just to archive the original
and accurate source materials. It will provide
a foundation for people's better understanding
of urban planning and construction. More
importantly. by feedback over time, the plan-

ning of the Central District will constantly be
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updated, in order to reach the highest, world-

class levels.

If these goals are reached partly because
of this series of books, then the publication of

the series will be a success.
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Preface Three
Liu Jiasheng

It is more than significant that over the
past 20 years Shenzhen has developed from a
small border town into a metropolis with a
population of more than 4.3 million registered
residents. Shenzhen is a good case in urban
development and there are many stories to tell
as well as lessons to learn. I have had the honor
to participate in many of Shenzhen's major
construction activities and witnessed how the

miracles have been created.

Since the 1980s when the Special Devel-
opment Zone was established, the original plan
of Shenzhen was never able to catch up with
the fast pace of the city's urban development.
Back then one could hardly imagine the fu-
ture development in Shenzhen. Several urban
planning schemes have been produced, but the
population has constantly surpassed predic-
tions and scores of buildings have mush-
roomed overnight. When a city reaches a cer-
tain scale, people living in the city start to ex-
perience the urban life, and subsequently there

comes criticism of the city, and higher expec-
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tations are placed upon urban development,
so the task of urban design comes into play. [
first encountered the ideas of urban design in
1988. when someone recommended the book
Urban Design by Mr. Bacon. After I read it, |
found it refreshing and convincing. I got the
feeling our urban planning lacks such
processes. but when I talked to my colleagues
whose specialty is urban planning. they felt
very surprised-as they too did not have such
knowledge of the new theories of urban de-
sign outside of China. Shenzhen finally rec-
ognized the importance of urban design so it
established the country's first urban design
division within an urban planning bureau in
1994, It focuses on arranging urban design
research and establishing guidelines of urban
design. In 1999 Shenzhen was awarded the Sir
Patrick Abercrombie Honorary Mention at the
World Congress of the International Union of
Architects for its urban design and masterplan.
This is recognition for the 20 years of rapid
and orderly urban development in Shenzhen,
which owes much to well thought-out urban
design. The most outstanding achievement in
the city's urban design is the Central District

as it has had great attention to urban design
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placed upon it and has been implemented and

revised in a consistent manner.

The Shenzhen Central District, which is
still under planning and construction, is the
second phase of the city's development on the
basis of the first one which started more than
ten years ago. It is an important step for
Shenzhen to elevate itself to the level of an
international metropolis and shows that
Shenzhen has a deep understanding, high stan-
dards and has found new approaches to city
planning and construction. To achieve high
standards. Shenzhen municipal government
and the planning department have been pay-
ing close attention to the planning and design
of the Central District for many years. It has
adopted many practical and effective
measures, such as inviting the most authorita-
tive planning experts from both abroad and
within China to act as urban planning
consultants, establishing international consul-
tations on urban planning, and judging bids
on building design with an open attitude.
Furthermore, the Development and Construc-
tion Office of the Central District was estab-

lished in the Shenzhen Land Planning Bureau




RN ok b K
BB HIEEFESE

ARYURRNARKEIRTREST
SEEHMRTEERASLH.
FERBHATATEIAE
BLERAXRSHAH#TPORHE TR
A #RRRITERE R —
HHNHAREEERIIMXIRITHER
MRS, BEMEKNEERBGHX.
ABFRA. BN—ITEEMNRE. B
EEAEX T RPBEFINOH TR
AL, FCRREMEREIHR
MRAETRITNEFEY . X%
TR EREETRIERFENITIYL
MRWARITHEFRE . BALBL
BREE. BET FORHBER
B.OSI#TRINEE £75 2" 4
ZHMES. XETSOMSCABER—H
MEXE MR, SOM A K P iBd

in 1996, so as to guarantee that urban design
could be continually improved until final

realization.

Why did the government spend more than
one million US dollars on international con-
sultations of urban and public building design
of the Central District during the past six years?
Certainly one purpose was to absorb the ideas,
concepts and experiences of the planning and
design experts from abroad and at home for
our use. Another important purpose was to
nurture our own urban design professionals
through this process. The achievements of the
Central District international consultations are
the best teaching materials in urban design and
every consultation presentation and comment
by the international judging panels are vivid
urban design classes. After these first
consultations, we established the overall struc-
ture of the Central District, bringing in Kisho
Kurokawa's concept of an "eco-media" axis
and implemented SOM's refreshing urban
block concept. SOM promotes strengthening
land value through forming two small parks
within the blocks and is a great idea. Certainly

readers can draw their own conclusions after
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reading this series of books. I have told the
young people working for the Central District
that if they study the urban design achieve-
ments--such as SOM's urban block design--
completely. they could easily finish a thesis

for a Doctor's Degree.

It has been quite rare anywhere in the
world for an urban plan and design to have
had so much superior input, had so many
achievements, been worked on for so long, and
at each phase has involved people and judges
working so continuously at a such a high level.
I believe there would be no problem to train
several Ph.D's and dozens of masters degree
candidates by doing research on the urban de-
sign of the Central District. This is also one of
the reasons that we have collected and pub-
lished the urban design achievements of the
Central Districts. We cannot afford to put these
achievements aside and neglect them as they
will be beneficial for the exchange of ideas
with other cities, promote discussion and cri-
tique within the architectural community, and
provide material for teachers and students at

universities.
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To build a brand-new city from scratch,
Just like drawing the most beautiful pictures
on a blank piece of paper. has always been the
dream of humankind. It is partly because there
are too many problems and realities in cities
that keep challenging human intelligence as
cities develop over long stretches of time.
From the city record at "Kao Gong Ji" to Uto-
pia and to Ebeneezer Howard's Garden City.
from Brasilia in Brazil to Chandigarh in India
and more recently to Tsukuba--the new sci-
ence city in Japan--man has always been think-
ing and putting into reality the ideal city, ac-
cording to his own understanding. Shenzhen
is an important example for new city construc-
tion in China. While carrying on the experi-
ment of reform and opening-up, exploring and
practicing for urban planning and construction
has also occurred. The UIA Abercrombie
Award in 1999 and the World Garden City title
in 2000 are symbols of Shenzhen's achieve-
ments that have caught the eyes of the inter-
national community. Now, we have fully and
accurately documented the abundant urban
design samples of the years spent managing
the Central District, its original urban design

theory and unique urban image. We believe

CRYITT ORI TIGI 5 R WG 1996-2002) HFIMH




BRMREFMLE, 1999 FMFAR
BB LR, 2000 FERHEM "HRE
EE T RS, JUR2ERSER
WA E R HNT BER
e, SIETERFRTLRHXE. W
£, BN TELEEZENFOX
FENHEHRITKE. EH RN
MR ESMRFNE TR ETE
EMPLHNE, HESRIFHIEA
RYFTORERRL, FRIIERS
ANEfraHE 2. BB EEHRL

this will promote the image of Shenzhen and
accelerate its placement among internationally
well-known cities. The urban design of the
Central District has the same importance for
Shenzhen as Oscar Niemeyer's plan has for
Brasilia, Jorn Utzon's opera house has for for
Sydney and Le Corbusier's design has for
Chandigarh. But it depends on this series of

books to act as testimony to the efforts.

CRYNT ORI IR T 53 5IR 1 1996-2002) R FUMH

ZFEENT. AENHRERRITZ
TR, IHRENABFEZTE
AR, FORMAEHRITTZ TR
HI. MiZERRHNERZMECREZ.
REMEBTRXEMBRELFME
iE.
BFERAER, RF 0K
ERAFHTRITZFNERARNR,
AR XEMB—ER RO
FREBRMXET . HMNBFHFP O
BHRSFOXBIBR—HFRARK,

Perhaps in the near future, the Shenzhen
Central District will become an important topic
of study among urban designers. We antici-
pate that this series of books would certainly
be the most important source for "Shenzhen
Central District Study”. We expect research on
the Central District will be as hot as its con-

struction is right now.
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Introduction

—— A Summary of Urban Planning and
Architectural Design for The Shenzhen Cen-
tral District, 1996-2002

Wang Peng
Background

The achievements of Shenzhen's urban
construction over the past 21 years are
remarkable. One extraordinary example was
the far-sighted proposal to construct a new
urban center. It was difficult to preserve land
amidst the urban sprawl of the other parts of
the city. However land was preserved, and this
proved to be a forward looking decision com-
pared with previous cases where planning al-

ways took second place to urban sprawl.

The site of the new center is located in
the geographic center of this east-west stretch-
ing linear city. Adjacent to the Lotus Moun-

tain in the north, it faces Shenzhen Bay to the
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south. Circumscribed by Binhe Avenue,
Lianhua Road. Caitian Road. and Xinzhou
Road, the site covers a total area of 607 ha.

(including 194 ha. of Lotus Mountain Park).

Only very few examples like this one can

| I L L P
ol M B 38 T 18 it B R 4 1)

SREROBRT—HRHETES. TEHHM
XA AL XA RO AR AL, RXKR
YlESMER, WTFRIRIEEEZ
FaE, RSB —RI—T ME
BRI, I AR A
HIBR AR, RN HORHE
BATTI=AMEHRRERNIIEX,
MR g X T E £ E 3 & R INEK
Apbz—.
FILCRBREARESZD AREILE
FLOHAPIEARFEATEXMUF D, £
HhEFR 180hm?; R REBAPLES
[X (CBD), Lithm#R 233hm’, BATALL

be found in China's history of urban
development. The Shenzhen municipal gov-
ernment has put in enormous efforts over the
past ten years to achieve a high goal: to build
a completely new Central District, which sym-

bolizes Shenzhen's strategic ambition to be "a
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modern international city, a core city of the

regional economy, and a garden city".

The Central District will be the city's only
financial, business, information, cultural, and
administrative center-all within a compact
core. It will have a profound impact not only
on the development of Shenzhen itself, but also
on the linkage between Shenzhan and Hong
Kong, and on the formation of a linear mega-
city stretching from Hong Kong, and Shenzhen
to Guangzhou. Thus Shenzhen will become the
most important functional zone in the Pearl
River Delta, and one of the core cities in South-
ern China and even the whole of China, con-

necting with Hong Kong and foreign countries.

The Central District is divided by Shennan
Avenue into two parts. The north part is the
administrative center with a total area of 180
ha, and the south part is the CBD with a total
area of 233 ha. At present, the total planned

floor area is about 7.5million sq.m. with 70,
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000 residents.

Urban Planning and Design for the

Central District

The urban planning and design of the Cen-
tral District can be divided into a preliminary
stage prior to 1996, and an implementation
stage after 1996. The layout of the masterplan
was set in 1996 after an international
consultation, and a specific government office
was founded in the same year to oversee the
consistent and systematic implementation of

the master plan.

(1) Preliminary Planning:
® The Master Plan for the Shenzhen
Special Economic Zone was com-
pleted in 1986, which selected the
site of the Central District and estab-

lished its basic concepts.

@ In 1989, the Shenzhen municipal gov-
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