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Unit One Oral English 1

Unit One Oral English

Language is a tool for communication.

Partl Homework Check

Directions: You should learn the vocabulary and read the
passages beforehand. Then answer the
questions in the passages of College Spoken
English: A Cultural Information Book in this
unit.

Passage One
1. Have you ever thought about using some practical ways to
learn English efficiently?
2. What do you think might be the best way for you to improve
your oral English?
3.  What is the most immediate thing you can do to improve your
oral English?

Passage Two
1. Why is itimportant to know about the American social customs?
2. What are some differences in social customs between China
and the US?
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3. What have you learned from the passage?

Passage Three

1.

What is the main idea of this passage?

2. Does the information contained in the passage help you with
your English pronunciation, and in what way?
3. Among the six points mentioned in the passage, what is the
hardest for you to understand?
Partll Warming-up Activities
Activity One

Directions: Listen to the speech. It was given by Du Hong, a

student in Harbin Institute of Technology. She was
at first a freshman in an ordinary English class.
With a strong will to improve her English, she
worked very hard in the first semester and was
admitted to an advanced class in the second
semester. Her speaking was not good at the
beginning, but after regular practice with a partner
(one hour everyday), she got an A in Business
English Certificate (BEC) Vantage, a Cambridge
English Test in her fourth semester and a certificate
in BEC Higher in the fifth semester, with speaking
in both tests marked A. Do you want to know how
she did it? Listen to the recording and answer the
following questions:

1. Do you want to speak English as fluently as Du Hong or even

better?

2. Do you think her level would be hard to reach? If so, how far away

are you from her and in what way?

3. According to the speech, what are the important things to

remember when practicing speaking? Write them down.
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Activity Two

Direction: Discuss in pairs about your major difficulties in
speaking English and the possible ways to
overcome them. Here are some examples of
common difficulties that college students often
have when they try to speak English:

Shyness:  I'm a shy person. I'm always nervous when | am speaking in
front of other people, even in Chinese.
Reserve:  Although | know | can speak a little, | just don’t want to
show off. | usually speak to myself silently.
Fear:  I'm afraid of making mistakes. I'm afraid of being laughed at.
Lack of speaking skills: You know, my mind always goes blank when |
try to speak English. | can't find the right words
to express myself.

Part Ill In-class Activities

Activity One ,

Directions:  Listen to your teacher’s introduction to College
English Spoken Test. How many parts does it
have? Which part is the easiest to you, which is
the hardest? Make clear what the test is like.
Ask questions if necessary.

Activity Two
Directions: Work in pairs and describe your high school
English teacher(s) to your partner in five
minutes. Your description should cover the
following points:
) Name / Age
® Appearance
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Language skills, especially, oral English
Teaching skills

Special features

Influence on you

Your feelings towards this person
Memorable events

Anything else you can remember

Activity Three

Directions: Reading tongue twisters aloud is a very good
way to improve your fluency. Practice the
following tongue twisters. Let's see who can
read them the fastest and clearest.

1. Sally sells seashelis by the seashore. The seashells she sells are
seashells, I'm sure.

Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.

Andy Anter ate an acid apple accidentally.

A cricket critic cricked his neck at a critical cricket match.

A tooter who tooted a flute,

tried to tutor two tooters to toot.

Said the two to their tutor:

“Is it harder to toot or

to tutor two tooters to toot?”

s wbN

Activity Four
Directions: Work in groups to answer the following questions
for Circular Question Time.

1. Your teacher is going to divide the class into groups. Join one
group according to the teacher’s instructions. Arrange your seat
so that the 6~8 people in your group sit in a circle.

2. Student 1 in this group reads a question aloud and nominates
another student, student 2, to answer. Student 2 answers the
question as fully as possible and then nominates another
student, Student 3, and asks his/her opinion. Student 3 gives
his/her opinion. Student 3 then reads another quesfion aloud
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and nominates another student to answer.

The activity continues in this way but different students must be
nominated so that each student ends up with at least one
question. Answers should be encouraged to be as fully
developed as possible.

Questions for This Activity:

Do you generally enjoy speaking English? Why?/Why not?
Are you confident when speaking English?
Do you think speaking well is less important than writing well?

Why?

Do you feel shy or nervous about speaking in front of your
peers/colleagues?

How do you feel when you make a mistake?

Do you feel it is more important to communicate, no matter how,
than to speak correctly? Why?

Do you hesitate a lot? If so, is it because you are looking for the
right word or trying to formulate a structure correctly?

Would you rather speak fluently but make a lot of mistakes or
speak slowly but get the grammar right? Why?

Do you think that pronunciation is an important part of speaking
correctly? Why?/Why not?

What do you usually do when you don't know or can't remember
a word?

Do you prefer to use short simple sentences, or do you try to join
sentences up to make longer sections of speech?
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Part IV After-class Activities

Activity One

Directions: Work in groups to write a comment on the topic in
this unit and work individually to write a summary
about one of the passages in this unit College
Spoken English: A Cultural Information Book.

Activity Two

Directions: Here is a sample plan made by a student. Read it
carefully. How does it suit you? What changes
will you make so that it is practical for you?

A Sample Plan

1. Monday~Friday morning: Reading aloud for half an hour
(7:30~8:00)

2. Monday~Friday lunch-time: Listening for one hour (12:30~1:30)

3. Monday~Friday evening: Dictation and imitation for about one

hour (9:00~10:00)

4. Saturday: Watch an English movie using English. Talk about it in
English to a friend.

5. Sunday: Listen to an English song/story and try to write it down.

Learn to sing/tell it to others or record your voice on a tape.

PS: Join an English club/saloon. Find a partner / foreigner to practice
English with.

Activity Three
Directions: Memorize your plan and recite it to someone
(your classmate, friend, partner, or your teacher).
You can start like this:
“I've made up my mind to improve my oral English and made a plan.
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I promise I'll do as | have planned. Could you listen to my plan and be my
witness? Here is my plan: ...”

Activity Four

Directions: Prepare the next unit as you are told by your
teacher and answer the questions asked in the
unit College Spoken English: A Cultural
Information Book before class.

(FBRTHE: FZwE)
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Unit Two Friendship

Friendship is built slowly.

Part| Homework Check

Directions: You should learn the vocabulary and read the
passages beforehand and then answer the
questions in the passages of College Spoken
English: A Cultural Information Book in this
unit.

Passage One

1. If one of your best friends goes abroad, what is your reaction?
Will you do like what the author does?

2. Do you think friendships have seasons of closeness and
seasons of distance?

3. Have you ever given a friend advice and then found out later that
she or he did not follow through with what you told her? Were
you hurt or upset?

Passage Two
1. When someone (just an acquaintance) shares some of his/her
privacy with you, will you be responsive? What will it be?
2. Do you think talking is an integral component of friendship? How
about if you are a very introverted person? Does it mean you do
not have friends?
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3. When you find your friend tells a lie by accident, what will you
do?

Passage Three
1. Do you have a foreign friend and do you think you can make

friends with foreigners? What will you do to establish and
maintain your friendship?

2. What makes friendship so different in different countries?

3. Can you describe the characteristics of Chinese friendship?

Part Il Warming-up Activities

Activity One
Directions: Watch an except from the movie My Best Friend’s
Wedding and answer the questions.

Background of the film My Best Friend’s Wedding:

My Best Friends Wedding was filmed in 1997 and stars Julia Roberts,
Rupert Everett and Cameron Diaz. Roberts dazzles as commitment-shy
Julianne Potter, who suddenly realizes she's in love with her best friend
Michael. There's just one catch, and he’s about to marry someone else.
Now she has to win him back, and with just 4 days, the help of
resourceful boss and the benefits of an extremely devious mind, Jules
will do anything to get her man except to tell him the honest truth!

1. Dubbing: See the film and work in pairs to imitate the parts and
dub according to the script.

2. Role-play: If you find you fall in love with your best friend the day
before his/her wedding, what will you do?

Activity Two
Directions: Work in pairs or in groups to discuss the following
questions with each other.

1. Why should everyone have friend(s)? What's friendship? What's
the basis of making friends?
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2. Give some words to describe friendship or friend(s)? How will
you rank them (which one is most important)?

E.g. faithful, reliable, interesting, everlasting, nice, different,
sharing, helpful, incredible, polite, truthful, caring, reliable,
polite, loyal, etc.

Part Ill Useful Words and Expressions

Learn the following words and phrases by heart and read
or make up a sentence with each one before class:

1. anodding acquaintance; playmate; a casual friend: a confidant;
an intimate friend; a devoted friend; pen pal; a noble friend:
pen pal; Internet friend; cross-generation friend; an ungrateful
friend; a loyal friend

2. offer friendship; maintain friendship;  break friendship with;
renew friendship

Here are some sentences and structures that you might
find useful in discussion:

Can you help me straighten it out?

What would you do if you were me?

What would you do if you were in my shoes?

How do | go about it?

Can you give me some advice on how to make up for the time
I've lost?

How would you advise me to reply to an invitation?

What do you think | can do to help them?

What would you do in my position?

Exactly my thoughts.

O DN =

©® N
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10. I'm with you there.

11. You can say that again.
12. How right you are.

13. If you say so.

14. That's my feeling too.
15. | quite agree with you.

Part IV In-class Activities

Activity One
Directions: Work in pairs to discuss the following topics with
each other.

1. If one of your roommates who is your good friend has the habit
of using your personal things (such as towel, tooth brush and so
on), although you have told him/ her quite a lot of times, he/she
still does so. What will you do?

2. Do you think there is friendship between different sexes? Do you
have a friend of the same or different sex?

3. When you find your best friends of the same sex have had his/
her girlfriend/boyfriend, what will be your reaction?

Activity Two
Directions:  According to the discussion in this unit, give a
presentation or have a debate.

1. Role-play:

In one training class, you spend almost one month with
someone who became your intimate friend during the course.
After it, both of you went back to your own city, and although
you have each other’s phone number, you two don't make
contact with each other for quite a long time, say, two years. But
one day you receive a call from him/ her asking you to lend a
considerable sum of money (five thousand) to him/her, will you
lend it to him/ her? If not, how will you tell him/her?



