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Dialogues

Dialogae 1

Beer Time

Richard, Katy and Katy's brother go to a pub called Bessie Surtee’s near
their office on the Quay. an area along the Newcastle side of the River Tyné.
They are walking towards the old building.

David:
Katy:
Richard.
Katy:

Richard;
David:
Richard.

David:
Katy .
Richard.
Katy:
Richard:
David:

Richard:
Katy:

| haven’t been down here in yonks. It hasn’t changed much.

What do you think, Richard?

Very nice. How old is this place?

Well. this building is 17th century. The one next to it, the little 'un,
is 16th century. A lot of these houses on this street were the few
surviving houses from the great fire.

| thought the great fire was in London.

Every ancient town in Europe had its own great fire. (They go in.)
Wow! What a lovely place. It feels very ... (tries to think of an
appropriate adjective)

What's your brew?

Orange juice for me, no ice. (then turns to Richard)

Mm?

What do you want?

Whatever local beer you think is good.

Newcy Brown it is, then. Find a parking space and I’ll come find you
with your orders. (goes to the bar)

What did he say?
We have to find a table. Erm, look, there's a nice table next to the
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Richard:

Katy:

Richard:

Katy:

Richard:

Katy:

David:

Katy:

window. Don’t worry if you don’t understand David. He has a very
broad Geordie accent. He got it from our father who was a coal
miner; they were very close before he died a couple of years ago.
Oh. I'm sorry to hear that.

No, you don’t have to be. He had lived a good life and he missed our
mum.

What shall | do if | don’t understand what your brother says to me?
(laughs) I'll be your translator.

What is this “Geordie” | keep hearing about?

It’s a dialect, a people. and a culture of the North East of England.
Nobody is quite sure where the name comes from. Some say it is
related to King George I .

( comes over with their drinks) Here you are. One Newcy for you,
one orange for you. and a nice tall dark Guinness for moi.

David, what would you say a Geordie is?

(in an educated southern English accent) To be precise, a Homo
sapiens of the Geordie genus is an inhabitant from an area north of
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the River Tyne next to the North Sea called North Tyneside, famous
for Newcastie Brown ale, of which you sir are sipping. coal mining
and their great skill in the art of football currently being perfected on
the turf of St. James.

Katy . Ha! | have only one thing to say to that — Manchester United.

David: (imitates the mannerisms of an insulted upper class academic) Art
isn’t always about winning games. Besides Manchester United is just
popular trash. True artistic expression is never realized by the
populous, but by the discerning few.

Richard. And you. just one of them. David, | like your comment. You sis told
me you got a Ph. D. in Cambridge. | think a Ph. D. really makes
things different.

David;. Do you think so? | would be happier if my sis thinks the way you do.

Dialogue 2

A Late Night Chat

Isabel chats with her fiancé, Steven, on the Internet.

Steven:.
|sabel.

Steven.
Isabel.

Steven.
Isabel .

Steven.

Hi honey, how’s China?

It’s fine. The bureau is having me learn Chinese, three times a week
in the evenings.

That’s great! How are you doing with it?

The tones are a bit baffling, but at least there are only four of them.
| hear Vietnamese has ten or more tones.

What about the characters?

| like the characters. | don’t feel like | am leaming Chinese without
the characters. But it takes a certain eye for detail, but | was told
the more you remember, the easier it becomes. What about your
teacher training, how’s it coming along?

It's interesting. | mean, a lot of it is theoretical but the teacher is full
of stories about his teaching experience. He taught in a pretty rough
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Isabel :

Steven.

Isabel ;

Steven.

Isabel;

Steven.

Isabel.:

Steven;

Isabel ;

Steven:.

Isabel:

Steven;

Isabel

Steven.

Isabel:

Steven:

Isabel:

Steven:

Isabel

Steven:

school where the kids were from working class families. | think you
have to be emotionally strong to teach students like that.

I could never teach. | just don’t have the patience. | miss you!

I miss you too. darling.

What’s with the “honey” and the “darling”? Have you turned into a
poor heartbroken teenager or something?

Just trying it out to see if you like it or not.

You know how much | cringe when couples “honey” and “darling”
each other.

| wouldn’t mind honeying you, darling.

| thought | was sweet enough!

OK. (swift change of subject) How are you coping?

I'm alright. It’s lonely living on my own, especially without you. But
some of the guys at work have a library of books and VCDs | can
borrow. and we often go out to eat on the street.

Are you sure it's clean, | mean eating out on the street?

it’s fine. I've done it before in Shanghai, but | do miss your cooking.
How are you coping? Do you miss me?

Mmm., perhaps.

Perhaps! What do you mean, “perhaps”?

Well, | have the pillow to sleep with at night, and the cat to talk to
during the evening.

You're having an affair with the pillow? Is this possible grounds for a
divorce in British law?

I’'m not sure; there might be some medieval dictate somewhere.
And since when has Plato been better intellectual company than me?
Since | realized he doesn’t answer back!

It's getting late. | wish we could continue our téte-a-téte, but | have
to get going. Talk to you later, love.

Seeya.
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What’s with ... and the

" daring”?

cringe

“honey” and “darling” each
other

I thought | was sweet enough!
cope

have an affair with

possible grounds for a divorce
medieval dictate

Piato

téte-a-téte

Seeya.
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See you.

Talking About the Affairs of Other People
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Functional Expressions

All right. I'll tell you the secret, but not a word to anyone.

And you know something?
Apparently he’s lost his job.

Did you hear the latest about Jordan?

Did you hear what happened to our boss?
Did you hear? Greenspan’s lowered the interest rates again.
Do you guys know the explosive news in our office?

Do you know what I've just heard?

.7.
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17
18
19
20
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23
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26

27
28
29
30
31
32
33

35
36
37

Do you want to hear something interesting?

Don't breathe a word of course, but she’s been smoking for a year.
Guess what? Another explosion in Shanxi and sixty died.

How do you know that?

I can tell you that, but you must keep it to yourself.

| don’t mean to stir up your curiosity, but | read about it in the gossip
column.

| don’t want to talk behind somebody’s back, but he’s changed a lot.

| guess it’s better to keep you informed, though it’s not been confirmed
yet.

If only you knew about them.

I'll tell you something, but don’t let on to anybody that | told you.

I'll tell you what, but don’t pass it on to anybody else.

I’'m not talking personalities, but they say he’s not very decent.

It's a top secret, so keep it under your hat.

It's just hearsay, but apparently she’s left her husband.

I've something to tell you, but you must keep it from others.

Let me tell you what, but it’s only between us.

Now of course | don’t want to gossip, but do you know who stole the
gold necklace?

Now of course | don’t want to say anything bad about anyone, but have
you noticed his strange manner?

Of course it may not be true, but he really drinks an awful lot.

Of course it’s only gossip about Bill Gates and his Windows.

The last | heard. He’d quit the job.

They do say he’s not a gentleman at all.

Well, do you know she came off prison three years ago?

Well, | heard a rumor that the headmaster is leaving.

Well, that’s what they say, but there’s no smoke without fire.

Well, wouldn’t you know that?

Where did you hear that?

You know it's been on for a while, but I'm not sure it’s true or not.

You know something? The General Manager has been sent to jail.



