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Abbreviations

A *adaptation

AT Adaptation Theory

C cooperation

CE contextual effect/effects
CGT classic Gricean Theory
CpP Cooperative Principle

H hearer/listener/addressee
NGT Neo-Gricean Theory

p utterance/proposition
PE processing effort/efforts
PP Politeness Principle

q speaker’s intended interpretation
R relevance

RT Relevance Theory
S&W Sperber and Wilson

S speaker/addresser



English Abstract

The development of various pragmatic theories, Cooperative
Principle (henceforth CP), Relevance Theory (henceforth RT),
Adaptation Theory (henceforth AT), to name the main ones, provides
a tremendous opportunity for our and any new investigation into
communication, whose linguistic, cultural, social, functional, and
pragmatic complication calls for more studies for a common, if not
identical, understanding of it. The previous researches from
philosophical, cognitive, and societal perspectives, however, indicate
that none of them can be considered comprehensive or
all-encompassing enough, let alone perfect. Consequently, the three
representative theories—CP, RT and AT —can only cover a proportion
of communication investigation, and in spite of their advantages in
accounting for verbal communication, they each have their limitations
and deficiencies. To be more specific, CP does not tell us exactly and
clearly by what means we can'reach the right implicature. RT tells us
how to infer implicature by claiming that the first interpretation that
comes into H’s mind is the proper choice, but it seems to be too
subjective. However, the problem does not lie in its subjectivity, but in
the fact that it provides no means to lessen or weaken its subjectivity,
namely it has no solution to the indeterminacy of H’s interpretation.
AT only stresses that language use means making linguistic choices,
viz. making adaptations to a given context. But what is the basis for
such adaptations and what is the direction of adaptation are not made
clear. All these problems need to be solved. After analyzing their
advantages and disadvantages, we have identified their mutual



English Abstract
complementarities and the necessity and possibility of a synthesis of
them, which is what this book aims at.

This work, therefore, on the basis of the framework of
experiential realism, is intended to integrate their merits to construct a
new theoretical explanatory framework, called the Cooperation-
Relevance-Adaptation Model (C-R-A Model for short) in this book, to
account for verbal communication, while minimizing, if not
overcoming fundamentally, their respective and common drawbacks.
The thesis is inspired by and derived from the following ideas and
findings: (1) the limitations of the pragmatic theories; (2) the
philosophical basis from the theoretical framework of experiential
realism (which is developed into an experiential approach to
pragmatics by Marmaridou (2000)); (3) the implication from a new
approach in scientific research, namely understanding complicated
matters by drawing support from several theoretical systems or
adopting a complex approach covering simple methods in the study of
human beings and their real and mental world (Bf—tk, 2004).
Methodologically, this study is mainly qualitative, and theory-driven.

This book is divided into seven chapters. Chapter 1 provides a
general introduction to our research; Chapters 2-4 lay the foundation
for the study, discussing the definition of communication, the
theoretical strengths and inadequacies of CP, RT and AT, and the
theoretical basis; Chapter 5 formulates a tentative synthetical model,
the C-R-A Model; Chapter 6 offers detailed analyses of a variety of
utterances and conversations to demonstrate the applicability and
efficiency of the C-R-A Model in accounting for communication;
Chapter 7 provides the concluding remarks.

The focus of this study is on the establishment of the new model

iii
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for a more efficient account of communication, The three theories to
be reviewed are CP, RT, and AT, hence the name of the model: C-R-A
Model. As can be seen from the term proper, it is a tripartite model,
which draws upon the rich nutrition from the philosophical, cognitive
and societal studies in this regard. In this new model, the three key
notions play different roles, with cooperation being the prerequisite
for successful communication, relevance the necessary condition, and
adaptation the regulatory mechanism. In spite of their functional
diversity, we hold that communication is a process of the interaction
among cooperation, relevance and adaptation.

The model consists of two versions: the primary version and the
extended version. The former is mainly meant for simple communi-
cation processes, covering the account of single utterances, and the
latter is employed for explication of complicated communication
processes, particularly talk exchanges. Besides, the inferential process,
the Quadratic Duet of Ostensive Inference, of the new model we have
created on the basis of the ostensive-inferential model of RT, is
capable of interpreting the process of inference in which explicatures
and implicatures are deduced.

The C-R-A Model is based on the three maxims, i.e. maxims of
Quality, Quantity and Manner (abstracted as ostension, see Chapter 5).
If an utterance abides by the three maxims, then the interpretation of it
undergoes an easy, one-step inference; if the utterance violates one
maxim or more, the interpretation of it is bound to go to the stage of
searching for relevance. These two stages of interpretation mainly rely
on the hearer’s experiential framework, If the interpretation is still
indeterminate, the hearer resorts to an adaptation, usually initiated by
the hearer but conducted by both sides. The adaptation works as a
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English Abstract
regulatory mechanism to guarantee the validity of inference. The three
key notions, cooperation, relevance and adaptation are investigated in
detail, which bear somewhat different implications in our model from
their original meanings (see 5.4.2.2).

In our model, we also demonstrate that communicators can have
either of the two main attitudes: cooperative and non-cooperative,
between which different degrees of indefinite attitudes are subsumed
under the heading of less cooperative. In the same vein, the degrees of
relevance can also be roughly classified into three: optimally relevant,
less relevant, and irrelevant; the types of adaptation can be
categorized as explicitly adaptative, implicitly adaptative and
non-adaptative. Based on these different attitudes, degrees and types,
verbal communication can be viewed as being successful, less
successful and unsuccessful. Theoretically, cooperation and relevance,
via explicit or implicit adaptation, can lead to successful verbal
communication; cooperation or less cooperation and less relevance
can lead to successful communication via explicit adaptation, but
improper adaptation may result in failure; non-cooperation,
irrelevance and non-adaptation are bound to cause failure; cooperation
and non-relevance theorétically will be doomed to result in failure;
cooperation, relevance and non-adaptation may result in failure; and
so on and so forth.

We find that this model can, to some extent, resolve the main
problems that the three main theories have each faced: (i) it answers
the question of how H reaches the implicature, namely searching for
relevance; (ii) it is found that adaptation is the right way to make sure
that the relevant interpretation is the intended one; (iii) cooperation
and relevance become the basis and direction for adaptations. We
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approach adaptation from both S’s and H’s perspectives; both S and H
make adaptations, when necessary. Therefore, taking into account the
three factors (cooperation, relevance and adaptation) together, our
new model can account for communication better and more
persuasively. Besides, the application of the C-R-A Model to analyses
of daily utterances and conversations indicates that the new model,
with the two versions complementing each other, can account for
verbal communication in a more adequate way.

This attempted integration of the pragmatic theories can be
regarded as a proof of the validity of the complex approach covering
simple methods. It is a trial of putting the scientific approach into
practice; it is also the practice of applying the philosophical idea of
experiential realism to the study of language use; it is our belief that
the C-R-A Model can be extended to the explanation of more
complicated communication processes, such as the written form. 4

Key words: communication; C-R-A Model; tripartite account;
experientialism
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