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Unit 1
Which Newspaper Should I Read?

I. Information Related to the Text
“ Popular” Paper and “Quality” Paper

A “popular” paper here refers to a British daily or Sunday newspa-
per whose format and content are designed for the undemanding reader.
Most popular papers have brief and direct news reports and a large
number of photographs. Emphasis is put on personal stories especially
when they are sensational, or involve figures in the public eye such as a
member of the royal family, and importance is also given to sports and
entertaining features. The style of English is often colloquial or conver-
sational with much use of slang, nicknames and catchy headlines (often
in large, bold letters). Leading daily popular papers in England are The
Daily Express, The Daily Mail, The Mirror, The Daily Star and The Sun.
Leading Sunday popular papers are The Sunday Express, The Mail on
Sunday, The Sunday Mirror, The News of the World and The Sunday
Peaple. Most popular papers have a lower class or lower middle class
readership, compared with the middle class and upper class readership of
the “quality” papers.

A “quality” paper refers to a daily or Sunday newspaper that aims
at the educated readers. Quality papers contain detailed news coverage
and comment, authoritative editorials, a wide range of topical features
written by experts in their fields, arts and literary reviews and much pro-
fessional advertising. The Sunday Telegraph, The Observer and The Sun-
day Times are well-known Sunday papers. The three Sunday quality pa-
pers have an accompanying color supplement, with many photographs
and advertisements. The daily quality papers include The Times, The
Daily Telegraph, The Financial Times, and The Guardian.



II. Pre-reading Questions (Omitted)

IIl. Synopsis of the Text

For students of English as a foreign language, it is a good way to
learn the language through reading English newspapers. The problem
lies in what kind of newspaper we should read. Popular newspapers,
which may seem to the students easier to understand at first, turn out an
improper choice. They are meant for people who do not have enough
time, patience or education for detailed news coverage, comment and
long, well-informed articles. In order to arouse the readers’ curiosity, the
sensational headlines are usually made puzzling or with double mean-
ings, which causes much difficulty for foreign students of English. For
those impatient readers, the editors of popular papers, then, try to print
much information in a space as small as possible. Thus, heavily embed-
ded one-sentence paragraph is frequently seen, which makes the reading
more difficult. And according to some sociologists, the reason for those
native speakers who read popular papers is not that they like the style
but that they read newspapers to be entertained, not to be informed of
the main news, for which they rely on television. All these features of the
popular papers help explain why quality newspapers are more suitable as
models for foreign students of English.

IV. Detailed Study of the Text

1. In fact, the opposite is usually the case.; In fact, the quality papers are
easier to understand.
be the case: be true
e.g. Is it the case that you have lost all your money?

If that is the case, you have to be on your guard against the
hypocrite.
2. ...sensational headlines in big black type... : ...very exciting news
titles printed in big black letters...

2



3. On the contrary, they are often designed to puzze the reader... : Quite
the opposite, they are often intended to make the reader confused so
as to arouse his curiosity for the following story.
be designed to do (for) sth : intend or plan to do (for) sth
e.g. This course is designed for the foreign students who come here to

study modern Chinese.

The current reform is designed to release productive forces.
4. ...so that he will be persuaded... :

“So that” here is used to introduce an adverbial clause of purpose.

When the verb in the main clause is used in simple present tense, pres-

ent perfect tense or future perfect tense, “will”, “can” or “may” is

used before the verb.

e.g. Ships carry lifeboats so rhat the crew can escape if the ship sinks.
I have lit the fire so that the house will be warm when they re-
turn.

When the verb in the main clause is used in past tense, “would”,
“could” or “might” is used before the verb.

e.g. | pinned the note to the pillow so that he would be sure to see it.

cf. so that [ in order that: “So that” can be used either to introduce
an adverbial clause of purpose or of result while “in order that”
can only be used to introduce an adverbial clause of purpose.

e.g. Everybody lends a hand, so that the work was finished ahead of
schedule.

They flew there in order that they might be in time to attend the
opening ceremony.
5. Apart from that, they use double meanings.. .. Besides that, they play
on words by using puns...

double meanings: a way of playing on words by suggesting two mean-

ings of the same word. The use of double meaning is often meant to

create an effect of humor or attract the reader’s attention. Using dou-
ble meanings is not uncommon in writing popular newspaper head-

lines and articles. Here is an example:



“Curvaceous Patricia Potts, the girl with the smashing sithouette who
was Scunthorpe’s Dish of the Month in October — the dishiest dish
in the area — was dished up with a dish of trouble on her way home
from bingo last night.” (FRI0kE 2 Wi wisA H %2800 % &, ik
X, BPHELERIANE - HLEE — X BENLE — KR
DURRIRARE b, A AR R, )
apart (from): besides; away from
e.g. Apart from his schoolwork, he takes interest in anything. (be-
sides)
I live apart from my companions. (away from)
. ...50 a foreign reader may be mystified... :...so a foreign reader may
be puzzled...
miystify: perplex the mind of, bewilder
. _Therefore, almost every sentence becomes a paragraph in itself.:
Almost every sentence makes a paragraph, for it covers all the infor-
mation needed.
Further explanation: In order to hold the reader’s attention and save
the space of the paper, the editors of popular papers often print as
much information in a limited space as possible. Thus, the heavily
embedded sentence, namely, sentence embedded with many phrases is
so complex and so long that the foreign students may find it bewil-
dering. The sentence is so heavily embedded that it usually covers all
the information needed in a whole paragraph. Here is an example;
Warwickshire police announced late last night that Arthur Prentice, a
35-year-old lorry driver of Babblesthorpe, Cambridgeshire, wanted in
connection with the disappearance of 17-year-old Glenys Dennis
from her home in Cambridge last March, had been arrested in the So-
lihull area of Birmingham and was helping police with their engiries.
(RILTERV R RRERE A, U 35 %, B AEAERIN AR BAANHE IR
B — R AL, WEAUPTE - EAKIR A (BRI Rt X
e WASEFEZHMSINFR T REEH 17 F D Lrte el - fHB
W—FAX, HRHRIEAFERZ $.)
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8. ...ordinary people do not really prefer these attempts to make reading
easy for them to the more informative style of the ‘quality’ newspa-
pers. : ... the reason for ordinary people to prefer popular newspapers
is not that they really appreciate the easier style of the popular papers
more than the more informative style of the quality papers.
prefer to + v. (rather than + v.)

e.g. At the moment, he preferred not to think about the future.
1 would prefer to spend the weekend at home rather than drive all
the way to your mother’s.
¢f. would (had) rather ... than
would (had) rather + v. ... than + v.
e.g. 1 would (had) rather live in a city than on a farm.
1 would rather stay than go there.

9. These same features are the reason why ‘quality’ newspapers are
much more suitable as models for foreign students of English. ; The
features of popular newspapers mentioned above can also help ex-
plain why ‘quality’ newspapers are much more suitable as models for

foreign students of English.

Further explanation.: Since popular newspapers are characterized by
puzzling headlines, double meanings, long and complex sentences, ar-
ticles of less informative and reliable nature, they can not serve as
suitable models for foreign students of English. On the contrary,
‘quality’ newspapers are much more regular and standard in language
and thus easier to understand. Besides, they are written to inform
more than entertain, so they convey more knowledge and information
than the popular ones.

V. Sentence-translation

1. Popular newspapers are written for people who haven’t much time
for reading and who, perhaps, do not read as fast or enjoy reading as
much as people who buy ‘quality’ newspapers.

KARRAE R R B AL, LSRR IR H B b A
5



“ TR L R A AR A AN

. Apart from that, they use double meanings, so a foreign reader may
be mystified when he discovers that ‘REDS BLACK WHITE-COL-
LAR GOODS’ means that a group of leftwing dockers (reds) are re-
fusing to unload (blacking) goods intended for office (white-collar)
workers.

IS Al AR B AWK B %5hE % KB “REDS BLACK
WHITE-COLLAR GOODS™ fIRE Yy — B A BALL T A (reds) i#f
(black) HIVABTHEA R AT A)(white-collar) B ¥R EI 5T,
HWASKBAH.

. But the reporters who write for these newspapers must provide a lot
of background information in these sentences so they often state facts
about a person’s age, job, looks and recent career in one long phrase,
instead of dealing with each in turn.

1B 95 SR AR 1L LAE M) PR BRI R B0 BT LU 1t
TR R ARSERE, B, 418, DA BT S S B B R — 4
A F o 1R, ARG 3 FI AR RN 2ok,

. Some sociologists believe that ordinary people do not really prefer
these attempts to make reading easy for them to the more informative
style of the ‘quality’ newspapers.

— i SR, BRI R E O S AT R
B, TIAIBABRIE B AERH Fib i ARG,

. The headlines and sensational style of writing are like an advertise-
ment that tries to fix their attention on a particular article.

XSS B 2 YT BV ERERR AN , i A TR %

TR R L,
BANEE
RALR M F 2 B
— R - OIS
TR, ABHIA
—5R - 1B
U, FHEHRATIER N B %o

U R



—FASE - kb (1915—, EERRBIR R/INER)

V1. Use of English
Questions & Answers (see p.6)

1. Why do foreign students of English think that “quality” newspapers

are more difficult to read? .
They may think that “popular” newspapers are meant for less edu-
cated people, which, to their mind, have to be written in simple lan-
guage, and that the articles are generally shorter than those in “quality”
newspapers, and that topics discussed are more popular and less seri-
ous. When they find it rather difficult to understand popular newspa-
pers, it is natural for them to think that “quality” newspapers will be
even more difficult to understand.

2. What kinds of people tend to read popular newspapers? »
Popular newspapers are generally read by people who haven’t much
time for reading and who are not able to read as fast as and enjoy the
reading as much as the better educated “quality” newspaper readers.
Those who read newspapers to be entertained, also tend to read po-
pular newspapers.

3. How do the editors of popular newspapers try to catch their readers’

attention and to persuade them to read the items?
The editors of popular newspapers try to catch the readers’ attention
with sensational headlines in big black letters. And they make the
headlines puzzling on purpose so as to arouse the readers’ curiosity
about their real meaning. To find out the meaning of the headlines,
they have to read the items.

4. Why is it that almost every sentence in popular papers becomes a
paragraph in itself?

Editors of popular newspapers are afraid that the readers will not be
patient enough to read a long paragraph, so they require the re-
porters to write their articles as short as possible. The reporters who
write for these newspapers have to press all the background informa-

"



tion necessary into very limited space. Instead of describing a per-
son’s age, job, looks and recent career with respective sentences, they
us¢ one long phrase. Therefore, one sentence is likely to extend to cov-
er all the information which, in other cases, would have to be given in
a whole paragraph.

What is the more logical reason the author offers for the tendency to
read popular newspapers?

The more logical reason for the tendency to read popular newspapers,
according to the author, is that most people read newspapers simply
for the purpose of being entertained instead of finding out the main
news, for which they rely on television.

Communication Activity

Cues for discussion: People’s Daily, Wenhui Daily, China Youth News,
Guangming Daily, Reference News, China’s Education Journal, (and alk
the provincial dailies), China’s TV Guide, world news, local or city
news, entertainment news, book review, advertisements, formal / in-
formal, serious / less serious, popular / quality, local / national, re-
gular / irregular, normal syntax / multiple-embedded, demanding / un-
demanding

VII. Notes on Spoken English

1.
2.

go on strike: be engaged in a strike (1)

kill time: try to pass a period of time, in which one has nothing to do,

as pleasantly as possible

e.g. Delayed by the fog at the airport, I found I had a couple of hours
to kill.

But it surely keeps you in business.: But it surely keeps you occupied.

. I am a little concerned.: I am a little worried.

I called about the apartment for rent.: I telephoned to ask about the
rent of the apartment.




VIII. Language & Culture

L.

The correct choice is “b”. When “hope” is used as a transitive verb, it
can take either infinitive or that-clause as its object, but not gerund or
a compound structure of infinitive.
e.g. We hope to see you again. Or: We hope that we can see you
again,
But not: We hope you to see her again. or: We hope seeing you again.
The appropriate choice is “b". “W.C.” stands for “water closet”, an
expression too direct to be pleasant in public places, while rest room
is an expression of euphemism referring to a toilet or lavatory in a de-
partment store or some other public buildings for the convenience of
the employees and clients.
The correct choice is “b”. It is correct to say: “The lecture will begin
at 4 PM’, or, “The lecture will begin at 4 o’clock in the afternoon”.
In this case, “The lecture will begin at 4 PM" is preferred. Announce-
ment is meant to attract attention of people who do not as a rule
have time and patience to read in detail, thus short sentences and
simple forms are always preferred. Among other peculiarities, one is
that “numbers less than ten are written in Arabic numerals such as 1,
1/2, etc. And the same is true of the numerals for time such as 4, 2.30,
12.40, etc.

4. The correct choice is “a”. Tt is a wh-question.

The correct answer is “b". Habitual expression.

IX. Dictation

Many kinds of newspapers are available in China nowadays. There

are serious papers, such as People’s Duily, Guangming Daily, and many
provincial papers, for those who want to know about important hap-
penings both at home and abroad. There are popular newspapers, such
as local evening news and various TV guides and digests. There are also
some specialized papers such as Foorball Market News. All these papers

. 9 .



are easily available in the post offices and newsstands all over the
country.

Newspapers play an important part in our everyday life. Besides
news and government policies, newspapers also provide many other
kinds of information. They carry articles concerning clothing, food,
houses, and transportation. They provide all kinds of entertainment. They
also teach us how to do many things, from fixing radio sets to playing
bridge. In fact, everyone can find something he wants in newspapers,
and everyone enjoys reading newspapers every day.

‘10.



