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Unit 1.

B Get Ready
Public speaking can be quite a difficult activity. Work in groups

p b l s and discuss these questions.
- u l C 1 Where and when have you heard any public speaking? What were
the occasions? Can you remember anything about the speeches?

®
Sp e a k l n g 2 Imagine you have to give a speech. What are the problems you might

have? What would you be worried about?

B Vocabulary
Read and Choose
Choose the most appropriate words or phrases from the box
and use them in the correct form to complete the following

L conversation.
Grasp the subject. The
words will follow. ©00000 0000000000000 0000C00CE0OCCO00C0CO0SOCOCOCESEOOSS

— Cato the Elder

(234-149 BC) anecdote thought-provoking  unique perspective
convincing official statistics creativity
ability to think logically determination illustrate a point

talk the hind leg off a donkey  keep in mind

>

I don’t think you've stopped talking since | got home! Have you
always been able to ?

| suppose so. But now I’'m talking because I'm nervous. | have to
make a speech tomorrow. -

Who are you speaking to?

=]

>

B It's a group of prospective clients and my boss wants me to use my
as a property analyst to persuade them to
Velson Mandela speaks at buy into a new housing complex.
¢ Cape Town rally, 1994, A | see, so you won't be including personal or
‘ stories in your speech.
B No, but | will have to refer to . I might use the
odd joke or story to however.
A It sounds like you know exactly what to do. Why are you nervous?

B Well, I'm worried that the audience won’t find me
What if they don’t value my opinion?
A Listen, you've always had the . Just
that you do know what you're talking about.
Your opinion is very valuable. And the you

have shown in previous speeches and your
to succeed will ensure that you do well. Good luck!

..l.'..0..0........C....O..C.I....CQQ...Q.........

..O...................l.................Q.........



B Listening Task
1 Pre-listening Activity

When do people speak in public? Why do people speak in public? In the box below, match
the occasions with the likely purposes for a speech.

election campaign
wedding

graduation ceremony
New Year’s celebration

a & WO N =

academic conference

a) pep talk

b) present research findings

¢) win public support

d) honour the newlyweds and wish them well
e) evaluate past performance and set new goals

What contents are unlikely in speeches given at these occasions?

2 Listening Activities

1) First Listening

{ ) Professor Wild is giving a lecture to first year students on the subject of public speaking.
Listen and decide if the following statements are true or false. Write T for true and F for false.

[] 1 Prof. Wild believes that a speech’s content should be related to its purpose and context.
[] 2 Prof. Wild thinks you can memorize a good speech and use it in any situation.

Learning Strategies:

Listening for the outline ! i iOK

A good way to sturcture a speech is to divide it into three parts — introduction, body, and
conclusion. The introduction introduces the topic and tells the listeners what to expect,
the body contains the main content, and the conclusion sums up. By listening carefully to the
introduction you can often predict the outline for the rest of the speech.
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() Listen to the introduction (Part 1) of the lecture and predict in what order the following

points will be covered in the speech.
a) Making jokes e) Purpose of the speech
b) Context of the speech

c) Using the right references

1
2
3
d) Telling anecdotes 4
e) Purpose of the speech 5
f) Deciding on the content P
g) Giving personal information =

2) Second Listening
{ ) Listen to Part 2 and complete the main points below.

1 Identify a clear
* wedding speech — arouse positive emotions
- * fund-raising speech — provoke thought on environment
2. Identify the target
* different groups
e different interests
\ 3 Choose appropriate information
* know your , .g. If you are a returnee
foreign student — talk about your own experiences
4 Use to help make a convincing speech
* But different groups need quotes from different
sources, e.g. cyclist’s quotes vs. politician’s quotes

{\ Listen to Part 3. Complete Professor Wild’s advice with either a, b or c. Some advice

applies to more than one point.

(a] Humor [b] Personal Information An Anecdote

should tie into the main point and back up arguments.
helps the audience feel closer to the speaker.

is an enjoyable addition to a speech.

should be used to illustrate a point in a speech.

can be adjusted to suit the occasion.

should be appropriate for the audience.

can help win over the audience.

@@ NN Uk W N =

can create a good atmosphere.

It is important to catch the audience’s attention 8



{) Listen to the conclusion (Part 4) of the lecture and complete the notes.

* In the English language, there are that fit all occasions.

. famous speeches for their and is better than them.

B Real World Listening 1
1 Predict

Rob Davis is the host of the University of Lamma (UOL) Physics Department’s 2004 Student
Awards Banquet. He is an Astrophysics PhD candidate. At the beginning of the banquet, he
gives a speech. What do you think the purpose of his speech might be?

2 Get the Main Ideas
{\ Listen to the speech and choose the four qualities of physics students that Mr. Davis

mentions.

s By
) 1 quality ) logieal thinkin
[J 2 quality ) arguing skills
[J 3% quality ~ a) determination
L 4™ quality ~ a) spatial skills

{) Listen again and decide whether Davis has included any of the following elements in his

speech.

AR AT e
Dﬂ"'v' .



Unit 1

When Davis says “The world is our oyster”, he means:
[[] The world is fresh and delicious.

[] The world is in our hands.

(] The world is difficult to tackle.

[] The world is hard to understand.

3 Respond to Ideas

1 Do you think this speech will work equally well on a different audience, say, students from the History
Department? Why or why not?

2 Do you think this speech is suitable for an academic conference on Astrophysics, or some other occasion?
Why or why not?

3 Are the four qualities mentioned in this speech exclusive to physics students? Do you think that the
speech could be adjusted for another audience, say, for a group of astronauts? What would you have to
change?

Real World Listening 2
1 Describe

2 Discover
{ ) Listen to a quiz show and complete the quotes.

It was __years ago when I first
hosted the ____ Awards, and things sure This small gold person cannot be put outside.
have changed since then. ____ was Itshouldbe ______ safeinsidethe
President, the economywas ______, and we because I may feel _______if I see it. It is better to
had just finished a war with . Yeah, conceal it. The first thing I will do after getting this
things really have changed. awardisto________in a cupboard.
— Billy Crystal — Ge You

10




Unitd1
111

Today’s the day. My ______ is over. No I voted for Seabiscuit. That’s the most realistic
more________ openings. I have to pass iton to

the next

I’ve ever seen.

— Julia Roberts

() Listen to the quiz show again and give short answers to the following questions.
Which award was Ge You receiving when he made his speech?

What does the “small gold person” refer to?

Was Billy Crystal serious when he said that things have changed?

What does the verb “tank” mean in American slang?

Why did Ge You want to lock up the award in a cupboard?

Why did Julia Roberts say her reign was over?

Did Seabiscuit win the Best Costume Design award?

N NG W=

What did Julia Roberts mean by “no more supermarket openings”?

3 Comment

Read the following dialog and give your comments.

Tom: Ilike the western style of making speeches. They’re funny and not superficial.

Sue: But look at what Ge You says! He’s shown the Chinese virtue of humility.

Tom: Do you really think so? I think he’s just being falsely modest and hypocritical. Do you really think |
he locked his award in a cupboard?

Real World Speaking: Preparing and Giving a Short Speech

Step 1: Choose one of the themes below:
* You are speaking to a group of foreign students who are interested in studying in China.
* You are speaking to a group of tourists who are going on holiday in China.
* You are speaking about your favorite sport or hobby to people who are interested in taking it up.
* You are speaking to students who are about to take some important exams.
Step 2: Make your notes. Consider these questions:
e What is the purpose? Why are you speaking?
e What is the main message you want to give? e
¢ Who are you speaking to? Project |
¢ How can you best explain your main message?
¢ Do you have an anecdote to help explain your main message?
Step 3: Arrange your notes and structure a speech with an introduction, :
a main body and a conclusion. b
Step 4: Give your speech.

1
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like the ones below and do a cl*a'ss)syurvey.

1 What do you use the Internet for?
2 How much time do you spend online each day?

B Vocabulary

.

Read and Choose

Choose the most appropriate words from the box and use them
in the correct form to complete the following dialogs.

invention spearhead anonymity
inhibition circumstance forum
expertise compulsive eroding
innocent intention eavesdropping lurking
Hey! What are you doing in the hallway with
your ear to the door?! Are you on someone’s
conversation?

B Shhhh, you don’t understand the . I have
completely . I need to hear my parents’

conversation to find out what my dad wants for his birthday.

But why don’t you just ask him?

Because then it wouldn’t be a surprise! My father is a scientist who is
always coming up with new . His team
the development of recycling technology! It's
not easy getting him a good present.

I'm sure! But really, wouldn't it be easier just to ask your mom?

w >

>

| have a real problem. | have become a

shopper!

What do you mean? You've always hated wandering around shopping

malls.

Yes, but now I've discovered online shopping! | love the
of it.

Well, my area of is credit card theft and

I'd be careful if | were you. Using your credit card online too frequently

is never a good idea.

o]

>

=]

A That was a rude thing to say. | fear that all the time you spend on
those online is your
social skills!

B But why should | be polite to that awful man? | have no
when it comes to telling him exactly what

I think of him.

12




B Listening Task
1 Pre-listening Activity

Learning Strategies:

Preparing for the topic ki iOK

o ften it is very useful if we do a little preparation before we listen to a talk. .By focusing
on the topic beforehand, you can take in more information later. Look at the general
theme and topic, stretch your brain a little and search for knowledge you already have. Then
read the title of the talk and write down anything specific you already know on the subject. After

that write down any questions you have on the topic.

Look at the theme, topic, and title of the talk that you are going to listen to below. Then jot
down a few words or questions that come to mind.

4+ unreal
Unit Topic: Living in Cyberspace +
4
4+ away of living
Unit Theme: Lifestyle -
+
A 4 emails
Text Title: Communicating Online +
+
- 4+ Why is it so popular?
Questions +
+

2 Listening Activities

1) First Listening

{\ Listen to the talk. Which word best describes the speaker’s attitude towards the Internet?
[ ] negative [ ] neutral []positive

2) Second Listening
{) Listen to Part 1 of the talk and complete the following sentences.

1 constantly drives us to technological innovation.
2 The main inventions in communication that shaped the twentieth century were the telegraph, radio,

13



