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FOREWORD

Guan Zhaoye

Born in Beijing in October 1929. Domicile of origin: Nanhai in Guangdong
Province.

1947-1948 Studied in Science Institute, Beijing Yanjing University;
1948-1952 Studied in Architecture Department, Tsinghua University and
obtained the Bachelor of Engineering in 1952;

1952-present Work in Architecture Department, Tsinghua University;
1981-1982 Worked as a visiting scholar in MIT;

1984 Promoted to be a professor;

1995 Elected as the Academician of China Academy of Engineering;

He is State Grade 1 Registered Architect and a Design Master of China in
the engineering field. He was the gainer of the first Liang Ssuch'eng’ Prize
in China Architecture circle. He is a committeeman of the School Affairs
Ccommittee, Tsinghua Unviversity.

HETEMMES HUANG XINGYUAN WORKS

During the development course of the world architecture in
the 20th century, the time of most significance and the change of
most profound influence were none other than the trend of archi-
tecture of modernism emerging in Germany in the 20s and its
consequent impact on the evolution of architecture. The impact
was seen first in Europe and gradually came to America and other
regions in late 30s, and then covered over half the world. However,
it was basically a blank in China. From the 20s through the early
period after the founding of the people's republic of China,she
was in continuous turbulences of the revolutionary war and anti-
Japanese war and saw hardly find any construction of buildings
of certain scale. Otherwise mainly in the big cities like Shanghai,
Tianjin, Guangzhou and Qingdao, but which were basically of the
architectural style as in the countries of classicalism and
colonialism; and in cities like Nanjing and Peking, the buildings
constructed were mainly of Chinese traditional "Palace style" on
which the national government and the foreign missionaries were
very keen. Only since the 50s had we got more opportunities for
construction of larger scale. Unfortunately, the policy made for
construction at that time was to "Learn from the Soviet Union".
Russia was then right under the rule of repulsing the influence
from all kinds of western cultures, and China just followed the
same blindly. That was the general situation. There were a few
professional who came back from America or Europe, or kKnew
something about the situation in the West who were then engaged
in teaching or architectural design, but practically being little
influential. It was since 1980s that the window of reform and open-
ing to the outside has enabled the architectural circle to get widely
aware of the latest development of outside world. The western
architectural circle then entered upon the times of diversity, in
which modernism suffered public queries, the trend of "post mod-

"o,

ernism" appeared in the historical and commercial faces however
were quickly taken over by quite some tendencies of extreme
personalization and vogue. These merry-go-round architectural
sects were in fact not the main stream. Owing to its years of prac-
tical history, the rational inner core of modernism has been still
the thinking model followed by most architects. In China, as they
have missed the baptism of rational modern architecture for about
half a century, when encountering the exotic influence, the archi-
tects are easily tempted to accept and simulate the surface, con-
tending in beauty and fascination and in wide variety rather than
rationally stick to satisfying the need of our domestic situation and
resisting the unhealthy social tendency.

Amongst the small number of domestic architects who are



able to solve this problem, Comrade Huang Xingyuan should be
regarded as one of them.

The School of Architecture (former Department of
Architecture) of Tsinghua University often varies in student enroll-
ing method, rather strict in general. For a long period of time, 3
classes of about 90 students were admitted every year but only 2
classes of around 60 students in 1957 as affected by the political
situation in the whole country (however increased to 4 classes of
120 students in 1958 as it was the year featuring “great leap
forward”), and for the first time, art examination added in a large
scale. All were outstanding students admitted from all over the
country. When they graduated in 1963 after 6 years of learning,
they may be said to be just about a group of architectural elites. In
some respects, they are surely not inferior to today's graduate
student of master degree.

Huang Xingyuan is one of the outstanding representatives in
this group, and also one of the two in this class who have been
up to date conferred the title of "China Engineering Design Master"
(The other is comrade Liu Li for Beijing Architectural Design &
Research Institute). Both of the masters have a common charac-
teristic that is they have clung to and worked in their original work-
ing units for over 40 years, not chasing fast effect, not blindly
admiring the other mountain that looks higher, always being cau-
tious and conscientious, always going all out in work to accumu-
late experience little by little and to obtain more achievements
upon solid work. We could see that Xingyuan's design works
mostly express fine utilization of and combination with the envi-
ronment based on perfectly satistying the functions of the build-
ings and advanced and rational technology, manifesting a style
of health, brightness, simplicity and freshness without any exag-
geration or affectation, which are really the products inheriting the
rational inner core of the modernism and well combining with our
domestic practical conditions.Xingyuan was assigned to the de-
sign institute of electronic industry where commonly considered
to be hard to give full play of the role of an architect and have to
follow the process technology in the field of industrial architecture.
However, based upon his solid ground in architectural art and the
spirit of down-to-earth and exploration and innovation, he con-
stantly strives for perfection and accomplishes brilliant results,
and successfully got to be the first lead in charge of the whole in
the industrial project engineering design where the process engi-
neer is usually the project manager. That is infrequent indeed in
the architectural circle. It has broken through the rigid limitation to

divide industrial and civil architectures and testified that both should

be built up on the common basis of art and techniques, which is
right the natural result of the architectural ideas of modernism.
Later on, when the design institute extends to the area of public
building design, he has continued to lead and guide all the rel-
evant disciplines and finished a great number of excellent designs.
Xingyuan always thinks that industrial and civil buildings are just
buildings of different types, both of which to an architect means
the creation of space in essence. He has treated all tasks in a
complete, rational and artistic attitude. To different targets, the
specific techniques may differ but the basic principles and ideas
remain unchanged and the solid foundation plays the same deci-
sive role. This is the root cause for his smooth progress and suc-
cess in the late 20-odd years.

We have been friends for more than 40 years. However, |
have got little chances to visit most of his works personally due
to certain reasons. That is why I could not make analysis in depth
to his specific works. I am now still on the teaching post. Every
time when noticing the architectural design, the experience of
architects and the course of achievements, 1 would naturally think
of the progress made in study of today's young students. Judging
from the style of architectural study in recent years, the students
(including young architects) have the advantages in smooth
information, active thinking and good at absorbing fresh things,
but also easy to be influenced by many trends of thoughts that
have not been verified by history. They are liable to have some
weak points such as nonsolid basic sKills, being subjective and
one-sided and insufficient in rational thinking. The young archi-
tectural scholars need to strive for long to overcome their disad-
vantages and they also need the help and demonstration from
the middle-aged and senior established architects. I think the ed-

iting and publishing of this book will play a good role in this aspect.

Guan Zhaoye

March 12, 2005

In Tsinghua Campus
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