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THE CULTURAL VISION FROM LI YU DUAN'S CAMERA LENS'

® Lin‘ Lu

The photographs dotted with scarlet and permeated with joy in a Chinese way guild us into Li Yu

Duan's lens. Those ordinary pictures representing Chinese daily life touch our hearts through Li's

creative work.

Li's works focus on normal Chinese happy occasions happening by us every day rather than unique
culture of ethnic minority groups in China. Although the culture of the ethnic minority groups is
colorful and with fresh characteristics, the attention for the daily scene is also needed. Li's works
catch shots from this point of view. From his works, we see wedding ceremony in front of a house
with blue bricks and white tiles in Jiang Nan or a boat with red lanterns rowing on a river. We also
see a wedding ceremony mixed with modern and traditional Chinese custom in front of Shi Ku
Men. Li's lens is entering into daily details of grass roots step by step. From Li's 10 years

accumulation, we see his understanding and contribution to the Chinese folk culture.

From the style of Li's photographs, we can find scarlet everywhere, which makes us stay in a
Jubilant atmosphere from the beginning 10 the end. Whether a red lanterns or ceremony firecracker,
the red scarlet in Li's lens has become a typical feature of Chines folk culture. Although Li did not

go very far away, he has found his own way to present Chinese culture rooted in our daily life.
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_.SOLID STEPS IN ORDINARINES

——Introduction of Li Yu Duan’s Photographic Works ¢ Ren Hong Liang

In the modern society, a variety of transformations create a colorful world at every moment. It
brings us freshness and excitement. It also inspires us to ponder how to preserve our folk scenes
with humane value. Photographic works could be an important means to fulfil the duty. If every
one with a sense of responsibility holds a camera to record various folk customs around world, we

will have no regret in terms of cultural preservation. Li Yu Duan is a doer in the field.

In different region of the world, each communiry has its own cultural characteristics rooted in its

[folk customs. The different cultural characteristics constitute a brilliant human culture. As a mod-

ern means, photograph taken is making an unprecedented visual impact on the world. It provides
communication, understanding among different communities and preserves cultural diversity of

the world. From Li's works, we can see the power of this kind.

Li Yu Duan understands that the artistic charm of photograph taken in the area of cultural preser-
vation could not be substituted and copied by other means. He is good at catching shots with

unique folk feature in ordinary life 1o add preservation value of Chinese customs.

Today image and folk customs are twins. Both of them are basic elements of human memories
possessing human past and future. They help us clear our vague memory for the past. Li Yu Duan's

ten yvears steps in photograph taken have proved it.




M I FE

st [, R CT)T
IR GRIAR: 3¢ SN R U
E AR B EAES S PEA
YRR Kk, FhI. 2R, TY
FRI. FIEHT TR,
Ffr DAGE B 85T 142, IRy
Pl CE Y “Z2ZXE, R
Wz PR

X 5K B R 4 A ARLIH I
KIVEA, Bl (i1
T4 & Kt ORI - it
AR EM D L, SR HEHIX
BETCE S TR s, I BREERY
[ S R Rl EC S L 1 A o 11
BT )

YUDUAN PHOTOGR

Start form the word of “Door”

To understand Chinese culture, it is better to start from
“Door”. In China, there is a “door” for each social sector.
There is a “door™ for families, religious believes, academic
researches, even gangs. Therefore, you can enter into Chi-
nese culture through finding different “door™.

The photo inspires historical reminiscences. Five thou-
sands history is behind the door. The recent hundred years
history of China is to open the “door”. In modern words,
let China go to the world and let the world to understand

Chinese culture.
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This Chinese door is opening, however, a high threshold and a staring door-god

is hindering to enter. From ancient time, the door of China is always tightly
guarded and the content behind the door is hard to be detected. Whereas, the

high threshold is cut off for convenience of bicycles, which hints that modern

currency to open the door of China is irresistible.
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Magnificent China %
In the later 19" century, Liang Qichao, a Chinese thinker, dreamed China to A
become a " Flying dragon with glorious color like a rising sun". Hundred years ;;
passed, the dream came into true. The dancing lions and flying dragons symbol- o
izes that in a few decades, the Chinese people have created a miracle in a Chi- %
nese way that has integrated China into the world ranks. -3
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Domestic and International affairs

I'he dictatorial Kings and royal families had ruled the
ation for thousands years. In most time of the last

century, national affairs and family affairs became the

same word. However, due to the open door |)U|l\'_\. the

concept of human right has been introduced and
prevailed. The picture reflects the historical changes
['he children are inserting the national flag in their
incestral temple. In the memory of the elderly, the

political posters had been there in most old days
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With a spring breeze, year 2008,2010 has become

an expectation bringing China into the world or

bringing the world into China.
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