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(Greetings

The Hellenic Chinese Chamber was established on 1995. It is recognized and

approved by the Greek Ministry of National Economy and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Under Presidential Decree (576/27-7-95) it operates as an independent and non-
governmental organization in order to promote the development and the expansion of
the economic relationships between Greece and China in a wide spectrum of activities.

The motive of the Hellenic Chinese Chamber’s founders was to promote and enhance
the bilateral business relations. Mr. Stathoyiannis was driven by the same motive to
enhance the bilateral cultural relations and has come up with the book CULTURAL
TRAVELING BETWEEN GREECE AND CHINA.

The basis of the West Civilization lies in Greece and the basis of the East Civilization
lies in China. The sole aim of this book is to outline the mythology, the heroes, the
cultural heritage of both countries and unsparingly offer the readers one more reason to
get closer and understand each other.

Mutua) understanding inducts to cooperation. Cooperation inducts to peace and
peace inducts to a better world for our children. This is a challenging prospect for the

human kind.

CONSTANTINE YANNIDIS
PRESIDENT OF THE HELLENIC CHINESE CHAMBER
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loannis was born in Athens, Greece in 1978, but was raised in

IO annis StathOYianniS Argos city. In 1996, he moved to the United Kingdom to continue his

ifie art studies.
f/E% lﬁ‘l j i He was awarded with a Masters in Art and Design & Animation

from the University of Wolverhampton. He also has a Bachelor(Hons)
in Fine Arts — Time Based and Digital Media from the University of
Central Lancashire(Preston). g

Since graduation, Ioannis has devoted himself to the research and
promotion of animation and its components. He has participated in
several exhibitions and has given various seminars and presentations

about animation, graphic art and multimedia throughout Greece and

China. He has worked in the Graphic and Multimedia industry, as a
teacher and as a Visual Communication Lecturer in Raffles Design
Institute Guangzhou, China, a part of Raffles Education Corporation.
He is a member of Arts Chamber of Greece and the Hellenic Greek
Chamber of Commerce and Industries. This book is his first attempt at

conveying a link between eastern and western myths, rituals and cultures.
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I would like to thank my family for the great support that they have given me throughout my life.

e n Thanks to my colleagues and mostly Rudy Solomon III, my friends that encouraged me in Guangzhou and Greece.
Ms Vivi Kampouri and Ms Fotini Lekatsa, family Shen and especially Mr. Wayne Wei that helped me establish the first
contacts.

My warmest thanks to Professor Duan Jifang, who treated the Chinese myths and legends for the book, and the
Greek archaeologist Dr. Stavroula Vrachionidou as well as the Chinese Professor Cai Jianhua.

Special thanks to the team of students Cyrus Zhang, Oru Kabir, and the translator Nathan Zhou for helping me make
this book become a reality. Also my students Niki Zhuo and Alex Zhu contributed to the pre-production of the book.

I would like to thank the Hellenic Chinese Chamber and the president Mr. Constantine Yannidis, especially for their
support.

Finally I would like to thank my publishing house.
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Introduction

VAT

Both China and Greece are famous nations with a long history and rich ancient
culture. The book is an attempt to link two great and influential cultures that had no
contact with each other in the ancient world. It is trying to demonstrate some
distinguished myths and legends as well as historical events and figures from both
ancient China and Greece. The book shows the common features these two countries
had in the ancient time, representing and comparing the cultural phenomenon and
responses of conceptual thinking about social problems and rituals during that era.

The book consists of different chapters such as Genesis, The Gods, Legends and
Myths, Heroes, Sports and Games etc. It illustrates the Chinese and Greek culture by
comparing the legendary figures, stories and histories. In the English-Chinese edition,
the book is colorful, rich in content and exquisite colored illustrations.

The author’s creative revelation for this book comes from the meander pattern,
“the Greek key”, a symbol used by ancient Greeks in their everyday life, clothes,
pottery, and architecture mainly during the Geometric period. Surprisingly, the meander
pattern was used and can be seen evidently decorating daily objects and buildings in
China. It’s amazing that the people from China and Greece shared the same cultural
symbol since ancient times; therefore this book is sharing the common symbol of
both cultures. When you see the blue meander the story refers to Greece, when it is
red the story refers to China, and when you see them both we have a link between
both cultures.
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haos

According to “Theogony” by the ancient writer Hesiod, the ancient Greeks believed that Chaos was the very first
being. It was the dark, silent abyss of formless matter from which the cosmos was created and all things came into
existence. Chaos brought in life Gaia (earth), Eros and Tartarus. Followed by, Erebus (darkness) and Nyx (Night).

Another theory says Night bring in life an egg, from that egg. god Eros aroused and formed Gaia (earth) and
Uranus (sky).

The ancient Chinese believed that the universe was a mere Chaos of darkness like an egg, a mixture of yin and

yang (cold — heat, dark — light, dry — wet, male — female, positive — negative). Inside this cosmic egg Pan Gu,

the creator of the world, was sleeping for thousands of years.
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an Gu — God of Creating the World
SO —JFR Rt 2 pip

Long ago, the sky and earth were joined together as one leaving the whole world in chaos. Then a giant called Pan
Gu woke up in the world of total darkness. Finding dead silence and horrible darkness unbearable, Pan Gu took up his
huge axe and swung at the void around him. With a resounding boom, an opening appeared in the world, which slowly
became the sky and earth.

Worried that they would come back together again, Pan Gu stood between the sky and earth and used his power to
push them apart from each other. Then Pan Gu continuously grew taller making the distance between the sky and earth
even greater. Pan Gu stood there for the following 18,000 years, until the sky and earth never joined together again.
However, he used up all his strength for this great feat and died. After his death, his body became the fields, his limbs
the mountains, his blood the rivers, his bones the minerals, his hair the forests, his breath the rain and wind, his eyes
and beard the sun, the moon, and stars. Therefore, Pan Gu was believed to be the earliest

god and created the world.
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aia, Uranus and Cronus
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The establishers of the ancient world were Uranus (sky)

and Gaia (earth). Uranus and Gaia had several children, the

Hecatoncheires (incredibly strong creatures with one hundred
hands and fifty heads), the Cyclopes (creatures with one central
eye) and the Titans (a race of formidable giants). The relationship between the children and their
father was not a good one.

When the Titan Cronus (the youngest and boldest of all the sons) grew up, he attacked his
father, castrated him and became the king of the universe. Then he freed his brothers from the
bowels of the earth where Uranus had imprisoned them. After accomplishing this feat he took the
Titan Rhea as his wife.

Cronus, fearful of a prophecy that stated he would be overthrown by his own son, became
anxious that one of his children might take his throne. In order to avoid this event, Cronus started
swallowing his children soon after they were born.

Rhea desperately consulted Uranus and Gaia before giving birth to her last child, Zeus. She
managed to conceal Zeus in a cave and gave Cronus a stone wrapped in a blanket to swallow.

Baby Zeus grew up by the milk of a goat named Amaltheia. When Zeus became older, his
mother helped him use a potion to make Cronus throw up in order to free all his brothers and sisters

from his belly.
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