


LLECTION OF L1 WANZENG'S PICTURES AND WOODCUTS OF LOCAL CULTURE AND CUSTOM
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A Brief Introduction of Artist Li Wanzeng
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Li Wanzeng, a famous Dong artist, was born in a peasant family in Jianhe County,
Guizhou Province, PRC, in 1932. He has studied the Dong s culture and custom. He is a member
of China Artists Association, and a member of China Woodcutters Association. Being a China
folk literary and a Guizhou writer, he is also a standing executive of China Association
for Promoting Minority Nationalities Art.

Li Wanzeng has loved art since his childhood. He was enlightened on art by Yuan Xingshu,
the mother of a famous Taiwan writer Qiongyao. Later he was affected by artists such as
Jiang Bogong, Shi Panhong, Guyuan and Wanggi in his woodcut style, and made up his mind to
settle himself in the small towns and rural areas to contribute his extraordinary talents
unselfishly to the art. For more than 50 years, he has experienced many hardships in the search
for his own artistic stvle “ T am I ”. In his woodcut works, he absorbs elements from
folk culture and moulds a graceful flavor that is simple and unsophisticated, elegant, warm
and enthusiastic. All through his life, his artistic subjects have been based on folk
culture and custom. In order to develop China' s western culture, he has devoted all his life.
His woodcut works of “Have a Taste of Youcha in the Dong Village”, “Horse Race in the Miao
Mountains” and more than 70 other woodcut works have been exhibited, rewarded and collected,
and have also been published in more than 10 magazines and newspapers such as “China Dance”,
"People’ s Daily(Overseas Edition)”, New Zealand s newspaper “Pioneer”, ete¢. State
Nationalities Affair Committee and Ministry of Culture held an exhibition for his woodcut
work's in Chinese Art Gallery. The exhibition was highly appreciated by the art circles
in Beijing. Famous artists Guyuan and Wangqi wrote inscription of encouragement to praise
him. At the same time, Zhoulin, the former governor of Guizhou Province, praised his works
as the excellent local culture of the highlands. Then Qiandongnan Miao and Dong Autonomous
Prefecture of Guizhou Province held an exhibition for his works. After that, he was invited by
the Divine Land Print Museum to hold an exhibition there. Over 10 of his works have been
collected by Chinese Art Gallery, the Divine Land Print Museum and the Prefecture
Nationalities Museum. More than 70 works, such as “the Peace Drum”, “the songs of Wedding ”
ete., were displayed, collected and won prizes in Europe, the United States of American,
Southeast Asian countries, Australia, Japan, New Zealand, and other countries and areas. He
was highly commended for his inflexible seeking of art by many reviews published in the
newspapers such as “Pioneer” in New Zealand, “English Artist Charlice”, ete., and artists
from France and Japan interviewed him respectively and invited him to present a woodcut
show abroad. He hasn’t had his wish fulfilled because the small county where he works in has
much difficulty in supporting him in economy. However, he has never relaxed from hard work,
and has even made greater efforts. His woodcut ” the Drum Beating for Praising National
Souls” won a silver medal in the Exhibition of Fine Art for Celebrating the Return of
Hongkong, which was sponsored by Chinese Artists Association ’and China Association for
Promoting Minority Nationalities Art, and “the Majestic Views of the Highlands” won Stars Prize
of the Eighth Galaxy held by Ministry of Culture, and an honor gold medal of National Hundred
Flowers for Minority Nationalities outstanding Artists and an international honor gold
medal for the second World Chinese Art Prize competition at the same time. He has taken good
care of and trained rural promising art talents. The county where he works was named as ”
County of Chinese Modern Folk Painting”, and he has been honored as ¢ Advanced County Culture
Center leader”. He is also like writing, and his collected works of ” the Passionate
Ormosia” and “the Dreams of A General”, and the poetry collection of “Trace in the Art
Sea” have been rewarded prizes. As an old man with his eyes operated on for five times, he
is still working hard in the field of art till the end of his life.
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