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Abstract

Since idea is a constitutional power for the changes of history, Think Tank,
as research institute which is positioned in policy research and targeted to influ-
ence public policy and public opinion, would definitely be a driving-force and
headstream for innovation of thoughts in a state. Through tightly combination
of the knowledge of experts and the power of public opinion, Think Tank will be
an important force which will exert significant impact to the development of

global politics and economy in the future of all mankind.

Among plenty of Think Tanks all over the world, America, which is the ori-
gin country for Think Tank,has the largest number of Think Tanks,and enjoys
the biggest influential power of its Think Tanks. Quality, independence and in-
fluence constitute the core value of American Think Tanks,and also laid the cor-
nerstone of their global reputation. Focusing on “why American Think Tanks
have such a strong opinion power”, this book will take systematic researches on
the generation mechanism of their opinion power,communation strategy, gener-
ative foundation of their power,and the assessment to their opinion power; and
finally we also bring forth policy proposals on how to promote Chinese Think

Tanks opinion power.

The innovation of this book are: 1) clearly pinpoint that the essence of
American Think Tank influence is their “opinion power” and make definition
for it; 2) putting American Think Tank into the framework of public opinion

research,we put forth a theory named “Opinion Space for Public Policy ” basing
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upon multiple scientific theories. In this book, we have conducted in-depth analy-
sis to the relationships between the U. S. Think Tanks and interest groups, mass
media, public opinions,and have defined the generating mechanism of the opin-
ion power of American Think Tanks. The opinion power of American Think
Tanks is benefited from its comprehensive media broadcasting strategy. From a
deeper perspective, it is related with the cultural and political environment where
they live in; in this environment, the foundations have provided diversified fi-
nancial guarantee and market-oriented operation mechanism. All these factors
have offered soil,space,driving-force and infrastructure for the development of
American Think Tanks. Regarding how to assess the opinion power, this paper
puts forward the measurement indicators and frameworks basing on Cultivation

Theory and the Combination Theory of Engels.

From the perspective of Opinion Study, this book has leveraged multiple dis-
ciplines theoretical methods including public opinion,sociology,communication,
politics, public management and others to give a comprehensive interpretation to
American Think Tanks” opinion power. On the one hand, this book would like to
make up for the deficiency in the study to the opinion power of American Think
Tank for Chinese scholars; on the other hand, it has tried to make up the study
to Think Tanks from the perspective of opinion research which I thought is a

blank for international scholarships.

Keywords : American Think Tanks; Opinion Power; Public Policy
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