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Chapter1 Politics

Focus Reading 1

Conservatism

JAMES MACGREGOR BURNS
J. W. PELTASON

THOMAS E. CRONIN
DAVID B. MAGLEBY

American conservatism has its roots in the political thinking of John Adams,
Alexander Hamilton, and many of their contemporaries. They believed in limited
government ( # FRAX 77 B At ) and encouraged individual excellence and personal
achievement. Private property rights(#47 % = #X) and belief in free enterprise( & &
£} k) are cardinal atiributes ( & & #) & %) of contemporary conservatism. In
contrast to liberals, conservatives want to keep government small, except in the area
of national defense. However, because conservatives take a more pessimistic view of
human nature than liberals do, they maintain that people need strong leadership
institutions, firm laws, and strict moral codes (i #& £ M| ) to keep their appetites
under control. Government, they think, needs to ensure order. Conservatives are also
inclined to believe that those who fail in life are in some way the architects of their
own misfortune and thus must bear the main responsibility for solving their own
problems. Conservatives have a preference for the status quo( 4 ¥ 3.4k ) and desire
change only in moderation. A sample of conservative thinking can be found in The
Weekly Standard or The National Review, both weekly magazines.

Most conservatives opposed the New Deal programs of the 1930s and the War
on Poverty in the 1960s, and they seldom favored aggressive civil rights( KA ) and
affirmative action programs( ¥ # M #53.). Human needs, they say, can and should
be taken care of by families and charities. Equal treatment can be achieved by
encouraging citizens to be more tolerant. Conservatives place their faith in the private

sector( #4 & 4>k ), and they consider social justice to be essentially an economic
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question. They dislike the tendency to turn to government, especially the national
government, for solutions to societal problems. Government social activism, they’
say, has been expensive for taxpayers and counterproductive. Conservatives also
prize stability of the dollar relative to other currencies, and stability in international
and economic affairs. They prefer private giving and individual voluntary efforts
targeted at social and economic problems rather than government programs.

There are several branches of conservatives, named, traditional conservatives
the new right and the neoconservatives.

Traditional conservatives recognize that government must exist, yet insist it
should be limited in what it does, and that within its proper sphere of action, it
should be strong resolute. “The purpose of government is to maintain the framework
of order within which other private institutions can operate effectively. ” The traditional
conservative applauds the heartfelt compassion implicit in Franklin Roosevelt’s
Second Bill of Rights but believes that to turn to the federal government to solve
problems is to guarantee a too powerful, intrusive, and expensive government.

Liberals favor national action and a strong central government. Conservatives,
however, contend that centralization { A SR 842 ) means higher taxes, that the
freedom of the majority would greatly diminish, and that the initiative and
risk-taking entrepreneurial ( 7&$8X|B ) impulses of inventors, capital investors,
and ingenious business leaders would be irreversibly discouraged. “With the end
of the Cold War, the case for a strong central government has been dramatically
weakened,” says Newt Gingrich. “The time has come for a reversion to first principles
(#&&AR). In America, one of those first principles is that power resides first and
foremost with the individual citizen. In America, individual citizens earn their bread,
and the government had better have an overwhelming reason for taking it away
from them. ”

Traditional conservatives, in the name of freedom, are emphatically pro-business
(#7571 £# 4 ). Thus they oppose higher taxes and resist all but the most
necessary antitrust ( |2 Z #f ) , trade, and environmental regulations on
corporations. The functions of government should be, say conservatives, to
encourage family values, protect us against foreign enemies and criminals, preserve
law and order, enforce private contracts, foster competitive markets, and encourage

free and fair trade.
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Traditional conservatives have customarily favored dispersing power broadly
throughout the political and social systems to avoid concentration of power at the
national level. They favor having the market, rather than the government, provide
services. Traditional conservatives subordinate economic and social equality to liberty
and freedom. Yet some conservatives, like 1996 vice presidential candidate Jace Kemp,
advocate a role for government in helping the worst-off climb out of poverty. Kemp
believes that government should create “enterprise zones” in impoverished urban
areas by giving the private sector incentives to invest in poverty-stricken inner-
city neighborhoods and create jobs for the urban poeor.

Another brand of conservatism—sometimes called the New Right, ultra-
conservatism ( 3.3% #& 5F £ 3L ) , or even the radical Right—emerged in the 1980s.
The New Right shared the love of freedom shown by the traditional‘conservaﬁves
and backed an aggressive effort to combat international communism ( B R =+
X iZ3), especially in Central America. It also developed an activist public policy
agenda{ AR 4% 2> & B R B #2) that it would like implemented by conservatives in
Congress and in the White House. The New Right favored the return of organized prayer
in the public schools and the renewal of covert operations by the Central Intelligence
Agency . It wanted strict limits on abortion; it opposed policies like job quotas( I-4%
Z 3) , busing, and any tolerance of pornography( Bl £ &) and homosexuality. In
short, a defining characteristic of the New Right was a strong desire to impose various
social controls.

The New Right of the 1980s is embodied in the Christian Coalition of the 1990s.
This group was founded by Pat Robertson after his candidacy for the presidency in
1988. Ralph Reed, former director of the College Republican National Committee
and Students for America, took over as executive director in the mid-1990s. The
Christian Coalition concentrates on such issues as abortion, pornography, gay righis
(BT H e A ), and education. The Christian Coalition lobbies for ( #45%., 8%
i ag eeees 3 k) what they consider pro-family ( £ & # & £ L) .legislation,
including a Religious Freedom Amendment to the U. S. Constitution, which is
designed to guarantee free religious expression in public settings, including prayer in
public schools. The Coalition publishes voter guides( i% K, 35 #1 ) and score cards( 3%
% F ) to help members decide which candidates best represent their values.

Adherents of the Christian Coalition have heen especially active at the state and local

3
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levels, in political parties and initiative campaigns, and on school boards. A 1992
initiative ( ¥, £ — 3, & #) in Colorado to overturn ordinances protecting
gays and lesbians from discrimination was placed on the ballot ( #2138 ) largely
through their efforts. The Colorado law was later declared unconstitutional by the
state supreme court( | F F k%) , a decision upheld by the U. S. Supreme Court.
An example of Christian Coalition views can be found in Christian American, a
Coalition publication.

Some conservatives question the moralistic tone of the Christian Coalition. For
example, Barry Goldwater (1909-—1998), a former senator( 5 i ) and Republican
presidential candidate in 1964, worries that too much prominence and influence have
been granted to the New Right, especially the Moral Majority and those he calls the
“checkbook clergy. ” Our Constitution, Goldwater says, seeks to allow freedom for
everyone, not merely those professing (4% #%) certain moral or religious views.
Goldwater points to ( points to. .. as examples 5 %¢-.---- £k 3L H1) the bloody
divisions ( IR NiL) in Northern Ireland, the holy wars ( X ) in Lebanon,
and the pernicious religious righteousness ( FBERF & %4L) in Iran as examples
of the politicalization of churches L BUIAEH ). “ The Moral Majority has no more
right to dictate its moral and political beliefs to the country than does any other group,
political or religious,” says Goldwater. “The same is true of pro-choice ( #. & i% 3%
#2) , abortion, or other groups. They are free to persuade us because this land is
blessed with liberty, but not to assign religious or political absolutes ( % 2 #7 4 ) —
complete right or wrong.” Goldwater fears that the great danger of the Christian
Coalition is that it will tear his beloved Republican party apart.

The past generation has also witnessed the emergence of people who call
themselves neoconservatives ( #f 4% 5 % 3 # ). Many are former Democrats who
admired FDR and Harry Truman but left the Democratic Party over Vietnam,
busing, and the decisions of the liberal (overly liberal in their view) Earl Warren
Supreme Court. They want to continue programs that work and are truly necessary,
but reject the rest. An example of a successful program they would be inclined to keep
is Head Start, the federally funded program for disadvantaged preschool children.
Neoconservatives believe that too many government programs will lead to a paternalistic
( R ¥4 R ) state. Though willing to interfere with the market for overriding social

purposes, neoconservatives prefer finding market solutions to social problems. An
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example of neoconservative writing can be found in Commentary , a monthly magazine.

Neoconservatives favor larger military expenditures than do liberals. They remain
skeptical of the intentions of some other nations or terrorist groups. Conservatives favor
sufficient military spending to permit the United States to play a role in mediating (A
#2) conflicts around the world, especially in settings where U. S. interests are
involved. But conservatives are not always united in their support for the use of
military force( &, 71) , as indicated by the opposition of some conservatives to the use
of American troops in Somalia, Bosnia, and Haiti in the 1990s. They also favor the
death penalty ( #.#]) and are more worried about crime than about the homeless.
They say the courts have gone too far in protecting the rights of the criminal and are
too little concerned about the rights of the victims of crime.

Neoconservatives are credited with various original writings on social policy,
supply-side economics | 45k &% ) , education, and the role of “national
interest” in foreign affairs. The United States, in the neoconservative view, should
use its power to shape events; it cannot retreat into isolationism (36 £ 3L ). Thus
neoconservatives heartily approved the use of military force in Panama and Kuwait,
but were divided over the deployment( 3% %) of U.S. Forces to Serbia and Bosnia.
Some also supported supply-side economics ( which during the 1980s was often called
“ Reaganomics” ) , the belief that lower taxes will encourage economic growth, new
jobs, and ultimately new tax revenues ( #.4%). Bob Dole reactivated supply-side
economics in his 1996 presidential campaign with a call for a 15 percent reduction in

income taxes.

Proper Names

The Weekly Standard JE & Til)

The National Review { BRI

New Deal programs Bt R

War on Poverty D&Y PN

Franklin Roosevelt’s Second Bill of Rights
BT - DHHRMCGE ZRRER)

the New Right #A Ik

the Radical Right fRAJK

the Central Intelligence Agency 1 RIEIRSE
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the Christian Coalition FLEF (5t

the College Republican National Committee A&kt fIELEER S
Students for America 3EE 5/ HE8 -
Religious Freedom Amendment F#( [ & FE

the U. S. Constitution 3 [ ‘4 kE

the U. S. Supreme Court 3£ [H 555

Christian American (FEEHEHEEAN)

the Moral Majority iB7E 28R

FDR (SLREFTBEESE -+ T 8%) ¥ #E

the Earl Warren Supreme Court JE/RIKAS & & BB

Head Start FHAZEF 111

Commentary {iFit)

Reaganomics BIRZ %

Difficult Sentences

1. Government social activism, they say, has been expensive for taxpayers
and counterproductive.

ST AR AR Fe (B IR —IAE RS X, BN, activism —
FIEARE B R SORMIM BB X, EXHPRERFENERERCRY T
BUN At 22 B RE , B LA R activism BB ECGRRRME, E3htE, B4, hE
R expensive X MER KA, AP AR BHR MR HE HEE,

BRI AMATBE, BORERL 25 55 P RO BE Sh XA BE A T 5 R UUE 0 i 4H
HHEBHR.

2. Conservatives, however, contend that centralization means higher taxes,
that the freedom of the majority would greatly diminish, and that the initiative
and risk-taking entrepreneurial impulses of inventors, capital investors, and
ingenious business leaders would be irreversibly discouraged.

ST )R SVO BIZ5H . #6181 contend 22 J5 = that WAIE R 55
X AR RO, S35, EE A that WRIRE A EEH I, FiBFH
of EEANTHAEATIEM , Fr LA, B3R &5 Z (B KB 856 2, IE 5 BRARJF S,

SHVFEICIRTRT EE AR, P RENTHREEBHBIK, KEH AW
H AR 2 B2, 3R R B 5 B BE 50 LA 10 A i S 40t 19 3= i R
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3. In America, individual citizens earn their bread, and the government
had better have an overwhelming reason for taking it away from them.

S3HT BT bread — iR RE A B9 4E i, AR 22 88, B R, 1 taking it away
F1HY it H 248 bread, .

SEFL . EEARBEES, BUFERF M ABA, BIFA TSN
#h,

4. Thus they oppose higher taxes and resist all but the most necessary
antitrust, trade, and environmental regulations on corporations.

SIA AT ES but 2R T BRAE” R, /A on IR T EAK EMER,

S %0 I, AT SO X 9 2 A B SO HE ) — YD 4t Xt ilk i 55 2 22 1 L %2
S IR EEA KRB SR bR T Rn B

5. Kemp believes that government should create “ enterprise zones” in
impoverished urban areas by giving the private sector incentives to invest in
poverty-stricken inner-city neighborhoods and create jobs for the urban poor.

A3 A R by FoR B AR by 5T AR 25 X, B E A
B4R :

SV H NN, BUR RLIZ SO0 AL ES Al 78 385 17 v 53 R A0 7 X B % 0T
I i )3T AR BE AL 2, NIt SR i X @ s ek R IX 7

6. The New Right shared the love of freedom shown by the traditional
conservatives and backed an aggressive effort to combat international communism
especially in Central America.

ST FEM RO SRA DGR A TR R EBURTT S0 T B, the new right 5 £ H
B B JRER L 8 o R s 3 AR .

SHE LA IRAEGEAR T F CE —FEE B i, PR SRR T 5 B bRt ™
EXiBE, RHRAE P R M X

7. A 1992 initiative in Colorado to overturn ordinances protecting gays and
lesbians from discrimination was placed on the ballot largely through their efforts.

7
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ST A B — ¥ 3hA], 988 T through their efforts, protecting gays and
lesbians from discrimination 3X— 4E151E 5171720 {&4ffi ordinances,

ZHFE 1992 FERBRZMEL N3, ERBREP B LR ES
ZEMAES, FEREAMATNSE A B LUETRERR,

8. Goldwater points to the bloody divisions in Northern Ireland, the holy
wars in Lebanon, and the pernicious religious righteousness in Iran as examples
of the politicalization of churches.

S3HT MG AT B XE SAE T3 point to iX MR A IR RN A% , 1R 25 5 B B A N

‘R EHEMT, EXBNAIEEEERE B pomt to. . . as examples of. . . ,
BRRTIE AR B

S0 BRI 2L B /R 22 1 LA T 3R B A R R AN B B 3R

HREN S EENB S BUA LRI LS,

9. Many are former Democrats who admired FDR and Harry Truman but
left the Democratic Party over Vietnam, busing, and the decisions of the liberal
(overly liberal in their view) Earl Warren Supreme Court.

SEH ] T over BOERAFE K — > ME A, HLSE over A as a result of B E &,
BI“AESR - BB R" R T AENERX R, F4h, HF Y Viemam 2I5HE
4, busing RFETTHE XL

ZEFRFEAURRR E5 A, ERT $r a8 MAt &85, Bl T
BRI PR R R R R R (2 A 2[R — 284 B 229 R R, A K B fh 3 OB (ZE b
&R TEHREXH) Jﬁﬂ??ﬂé%%%%%’rﬁlﬂj A — S TR T R
Fi,

10. Neoconservatives are credited with various original writings on social
policy , supply-side economics, education, and the role of “national interest” in
foreign affairs.

ST AER BB AR credit somebody with something, BB R “IA N =N
AFEMSERMEEFMERE A", BORFESRMR) BT, AL 8
;.

SEFEHRTFEXLERANEE LA SBOR MLFIRETT2% HF LU
KU EE AR RSP ERS E LR TRESMEIEREE,



<2 .

Chapter 1 Politics

i

_ —

Exercises

1. Translation practice

1) They believed in limited government and encouraged individual excellence
and personal achievement. Private property rights and belief in free enterprise are
cardinal attributes of contemporary conservatism. In contrast to liberals, conservatives
want to keep government small, except in the area of national defense. However,
because conservatives take a more pessimistic view of human nature than liberals do,
they maintain that people need strong leadership institutions, firm laws, and strict

moral codes to keep their appetites under control.

2) Traditional conservatives recognize that government must exist, yet insist it
should be limited in what it does, and that within its proper sphere of action, it
should be strong resolute. “The purpose of government is to maintain the framework
of order within which other private institutions can operate effectively. ” The traditional
conservative applauds the heartfelt compassion implicit in Franklin Roosevelt’s Second
Bill of Rights but believes that to turn to the federal government to solve problems is

to guarantee a too powerful, intrusive, and expensive government.

3) The Christian Coalition lobbies for what they consider pro-family legislation,
including a Religious Freedom Amendment to the U. S. Constitution, which is
designed to guarantee free religious expression in public settings, including prayer in
public schools. The Coalition publishes voter guides and score cards to help members
decide which candidates best represent their values. Adherents of the Christian
Coalition have been especially active at the state and local levels, in political parties

and initiative campaigns, and on school boards.
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4) “The Moral Majority has no more right to dictate its moral and political beliefs
to the country than does any other group, political or religious,” says Goldwater. “The
same is true of pro-choice, abortion, or other groups. They are free to persuade us
because this land is blessed with liberty, but not to assign religious or political
absolutes—complete right or wrong. ™ Goldwater fears that the great danger of the

Christian Coalition is that it will tear his beloved Republican Party apart.

5) Neoconservatives favor larger military expenditures than do liberals. They remain
skeptical of the intentions of some other nations or terrorist groups. Conservatives
favor sufficient military spending to permit the United States to play a role in
mediating conflicts around the world, especially in settings where U. S. interests are
involved. But conservatives are not always united in their support for the use of
military force, as indicated by the opposition of some conservatives to the use of

American troops in Somalia, Bosnia, and Haiti in the 1990s.

2. Reading comprehension
1) In Commentary, a monthly magazine, we can find an example of
a. neoconservative writing

b. Christian Coalition views

10



2)

b.
c.

d.
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G

conservative thinking

. traditional conservative opinions

shared the love of liberty and freedom.
Liberals and conservatives
Traditional conservatives and the New Right
Traditional conservatives and necconservatives

Liberals and the New Right

3) Both traditional conservatives and neoconservatives place their faith in

a.
b.
c.

d.

market solutions and lower taxes
lower taxes and large military expenditures
limited government and death penalty

various social controls and free religious expression

4) The New Right

a.

d.

tried hard to place on the ballot ordinances protecting gays and lesbians
from discrimination

has less right to dictate its moral and political beliefs to the country than
any other political or religious group, according to Goldwater

favored no tolerance of pornographv and homosexuality and the end of
policies like job quotas and busing

had the same love of freedom as liberals and backed international

communism, especially in Central America

5) The opinion, “until you can summon up the will to help yourself, all the

help in the world is just so much wasted effort,” is in tune with the idea that

C.

d.

people need strong leadership institutions, firm laws, and strict moral
codes to keep their appetites under control

human needs can and should be taken care of by families and charities
and citizens should be encouraged to be more tolerant

a role of government is to help the worst-off climb out of poverty

those who fail in life must bear the main responsibility for solving their

own problems
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