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Text
Mother to Daughter

Tonight at dinner when | asked what you had done in school
today, you replied, “nothing”. My first reaction was to give you a
lecture about communication — to tell you that people who live
together must make an effort to talk to each other. But then | saw
your sad face, and | said nothing. | wondered what it was that had
made you sad. Your school work? Your teachers? A naughty boy?
And then as we ate our dinner, | remembered another dinner that
took place a long, long time ago.
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When | was in the sixth grade, as you are, we moved to a new
city. It was in November, when school friendship had already been
made and work patterns already established. From the first day, |
was behind in my school work, for this school was more demanding
than the last. But as the fall turned to winter, | began to catch up.
Soon | no longer had this problem.

The problem of making friends, however, did not go away.
Somehow [ just could not break into any of the groups that had formed
during the years and months before | had moved to that town.
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At first no one was really mean. Some of them even allowed me
to walk home with them. | can’t remember anyone ever actually
inviting me to join them, but then they never said “go away” either.

Then one day when | had been at the school for about a month,
everything changed. It happened while | was walking home from
school with some of the girls. If | remember correctly, there were
four of us, and a few of the other girls in the class were walking
about a half block behind.

All of a sudden Harriet, the leader of the group behind us, began
calling the name of one of my companions.

“Jane,” she called, “ Hey, Jane, come back and walk with us.”

At first Jane hesitated, for she didn't understand just what was
happening. But then she seemed pleased. She walked back to join
Harriet and her friends.

A few minutes later Harriet called out another name, and the
girl that was walking beside me turned and was gone.

This happened two more times until | was alone, and they were
all behind me. They were laughing happily and whispering in tones
that were not quite loud enough for me to hear.

| straightened my back and held my head high. And | walked
on.

That night at dinner my mother asked what | had done that day
and, even though it had been the most awful day in my life, | said,
“nothing”. She was a wise lady, wiser than |, I'm afraid. She asked
no more questions, for which | was very grateful.

But then another new girl joined our class. Harriet had a new
victim. Her name was Diane, and we began walking home together.

One day as we approached my house, a voice behind us called
my name. It was Harriet, of course. For the first time since | had
come to this town, she invited me to join her. For a moment | wanted,
more than anything in the werld, to go back and become one of
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them. But then | looked at Diane’s face. | realized that | didn’t want

to be back there at all.

Diane and | remained friends for a long time. When | was in the

eighth grade, | moved to another town, where the people were kind,
and | made lots of friends. At dinner when my parents asked me that
I had done that day, | often told them. Although once in a while, | still

said, “nothing”.

NEW WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

reply [ri'plai] vr.; vi.
nothing ['na8ig] n.; ad.
reaction [ri(:)Ywek[an] n.
lecture [lekt[a] n.

effort ['efat] n.

talk [to:k] vi.; vt

sad [sed] «.

naughty {'no:ti} a.

move fmu:vl vi.; v
friendship ['frend[ip] n.
pattern ['petan] n.
schoolwork ['sku:lwa:k] n.
demand [di'ma:nd] vi.; vt.

catch [ket[] (caught) vi.; vi.

somehow ['samhau] ad.
mean [mi:n] a.

invite [in'vait] vt.

join [dzoin] vt.
everything ['evrifin] pron.
sudden ['sadn] a.

leader ['li:da] ~.

companion [kom'penjon] n.
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hey [hei] int.
hesitate [‘heziteit] vi.
seem [si:m] vi.
pleased [pli:zd] a.
beside [bi'said] prep.
alone [a'laun] ad.
happily ['hapili] ad.
whisper ['hwispa] vi.
tone [taun] n.

quite [kwait] ad.
loud [laud] a.
straighten ['streitn] vz.
though [3ou] conyj.
awful [*o:ful] a.

lady ['leidi] n.
grateful ['greitful] a.
victim ['viktim] n.
together [ta'gedo] ad.

approach [o'proutf] vz.

voice [vois] n.

realize ['riolaiz] vt.
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Diane {dai'®ena] 873

Dialegue

A: I'm still hungry, Mother, | want the chocolate sundae that | saw
on the menu.
B: But your weight is already a problem. Eat something that won't
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make you fatter.

. In other words,
something low-calorie?
Those are the desserts
that | don't like.

: Well, all | can say is
people with weight
problems shouldn’t eat
rich desserts.

: Shouldn't eat this,
shouldn’t eat that.
Isn’t there something that | can eat?

. Yes, food that is good for you, like that salad you left on your plate.
: | hate salads, especially the ones that have carrot in them, like
this one.

: Well, there are a lot of people in the world who would love to eat
a salad like that.

: So we can put a stamp on it and send it to them.

: Don’t be silly. You live in a society where we diet when we gain
weight.

: If | follow the diet, will you buy me some new clothes?

. Ifyou follow it, you'll still be able to wear the clothes you've already got.

NEW WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

sundae ['sandei] n. XA OKSFokBLiHk)

weight [weit] n. W, H&; KFH

low [lou] a. &0, i

calorie ['kelori] . K (PR

dessert [di'za:t] n. ' B AR

rich [rit[] a.; n. B MR, sRikM; ME
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